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Time’s up for Braidwood's golden poplars

Photo: Alex Rea

The longstanding saga of Braidwood’s historic highway entry
lined with Golden and Lombardy Poplars is progressing to the
next stage. Last week the RMS emailed some residents with
their plans to replace the aging poplars with new saplings. The
poplars however have been deemed a roadside hazard, as
they are too close to the road, and there have been several
fatalities over the years.
Transport for NSW said it is “progressing with safety
improvements on the Kings Highway at Braidwood later this
month. We have listened to the community and have designed
a plan that will maintain the tree-lined avenue while also
improving road safety.
The existing avenue of trees are historically significant to the
community of Braidwood, however they pose a safety hazard to
motorists by being close to the road.The project will include the
installation of guardrail along both sides of the Kings Highway
at the Northern approach to Braidwood.

Advancements in roadside barrier technology has reduced
the amount of room required behind the guardrail allowing
us to keep trees along the avenue while improving safety for
motorists.
The existing poplars are approaching the end of their
natural lives. The planting of 100 new poplar saplings
behind the existing avenue of trees will take place, this will
maintain the heritage significance of the original trees
while also improving road user safety. We will inform the
community when work is due to start.
Following advice from NSW Health and existing social
distancing measures, we are no longer able to involve the
community in the tree planting as originally planned. To make
this project milestone available to the community, we will be
recording the planting of the trees and uploading the video to
the project website.”
SEE the poplars history page 2
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The new poplar saplings. Photo RMS

A potted history of Braidwood’s Poplar trees
The heritage listed poplar avenue is a memorial to the
25-year reign of King George V.
The Avenue of Poplars on the northern entrance to
Braidwood are actually listed on the Register of National
Estate. The Statement of Significance which includes
poplars on the Kings Highway, extending 1km south
from entrance to Braidwood Showground, 2km northnorth-west of Braidwood, states that – “The popular
avenue demonstrates high local historical value as a
commemoration of an event of importance to the
community of Braidwood and an illustration of the
importance many in the community attributed to the
British monarchy. The avenue also represents tangible
evidence of the efforts of various residents of Braidwood
to strengthen a sense of community in the district.”
“In 1925, the then Municipal Council undertook various
improvement works within the Braidwood township
including the planting out of Ryrie Park using plant
material donated by the Forestry Department and
Botanic Gardens. Continuing this spirit of community
celebration in 1936, the northern approach road, from
about the showground entrance, was planted with
Lombardy and Golden Poplars. The avenue was to
specifically celebrate the twenty fifth year of the reign of
King George V. The north-western part of the avenue
incorporates an old
windbreak of large monterey pines which frame the
entrance to the Braidwood Showground. The windbreak
was probably planted about the 1880s or earlier.”
In 2004 the then Eastern Capital City Regional Council
established working group on the poplars due to
community concern for their fate. At that time six of
the condemned poplars were removed under a works
order from the Road Traffic Authority (RTA)
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A report condemned around half of the 90 trees, but
residents requested an independent assessment be
done, and that the speed limit be lowered from 100 to
80km.
ECCR Council said “Imposing a restrictive speed limit as
some residents suggested, doesn’t solve the problem of
the condemned trees falling, as speed wouldn’t make
much difference if one of the trees actually fell on a car.”
The community formed the ‘People’s Poplar Front’,
headed by Hans Hofmann and over one thousand
signatures were collected in support of the trees and
raised funds for a new report.
The new report found that 19 trees were deemed to be
considered for removal, due to their unsound structure,
26 should be reassessed in the near future and that 49
appear to be able to be retained.
The Front called on people to ADOPT-A-POPLAR and on
National Tree Day in 2005, Palerang Council, the RTA
and the People's Poplar Front invited everyone to
come along and help in the planting of the new trees in
the Commemorative Poplar Avenue on Kings Highway
between Station Street and Deloraine Lane, in a row
further from the road than the existing trees.
Sadly, these all perished in the dry summer, as they were
not looked after by Council. After several years,
the RMS did lower the speed limit to 80km/h through the
tree avenues as a trial and it has stayed ever since.
The RMS took grafts from the original Golden Poplars,
which were to be grown to a height of 5 metres before
replacing the old trees.
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Plasma donations

Lesley and Nick Fry donating blood and plasma at Red
Cross Goulburn last Wednesday. The Fry’s made the
trip over primarily to donate, and were told that plasma
is in such short supply in Australia that they actually
have to import it from Canada.
Both the Goulburn and Canberra Red Cross donation
branches are open during COVID-19, people still
require blood and plasma during these times. To book a
donation, call 13 14 95 or www.donateblood.com.au

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Please provide your full name address and contact details (Not
for publication). Please keep your Letters to under 500 words.
Email braidwoodbugle@gmail.com

Capital Chemist Braidwood
EXTENDED OPENING HOURS
From Monday the 18th of May 2020, we
will be extending our opening hours to
improve healthcare access for you. Our
pharmacist will be available for over 50
hours per week to provide health
advice!
We will be open 8am to 6pm Monday to
Friday, with Saturday's hours remaining
the same.
We hope to see you in-store soon!
*Please note we are still asking that you
wait outside as we are limiting the
number of people in-store to 2. We will
also continue to close from 1-1.30pm
Monday to Friday to complete a
thorough clean of the premise.

Feeling the Cold? Try one of our beautiful Australian
made Pure New Wool Quilts…. in store now

Women candidates arise in
by-election
CORRECTION : In the Braidwood
Bugle News Weekly (8/5/2020) it was
stated that Nichole Overall was
“reported to have expressed interest in
running for the Liberal Party” in Eden
Monaro. This was not correct. Mrs
Overall says: “While I have been
approached by a variety of people to
ask whether I would consider running,
I have not approached any of the
parties to put myself forward for
consideration.”
Mrs Overall told the Bugle “I was
unaware of polling.”

Something for everyone this winter at Len Mutton & Co
OPEN 7 DAYS
The cornerstone of customer service for 107 years
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Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 4 15 May 2020

BRAIDWOOD HERITAGE CENTRE - CREATING THE FUTURE

A concept plan for the new Braidwood Museum Heritage Centre.

The Braidwood & District Historical Society has
just unveiled an exciting multi-million dollar plan to
help develop the town’s tourism potential. “Studies
and reports have identified the heritage tourism
potential of Braidwood for decades, at least
the 1970's" says B&DHS spokesperson John
Stahel.
“Braidwood was heritage listed in 2006, for the
people of the State. So, it’s high time that the State
Government backed that decision with a funding
proposal that protects and enhances the town.”
Braidwood, is the only state heritage-listed town
in NSW.
Right from the outset, the Society has put locals
at the centre of its plan, coming up with a proposal
that guarantees tourist dollars while also enriching
local people culturally and socially.
The plan will capitalise on the income potential of
the impressive main street building currently
housing the Braidwood Museum.
“Because we own the land and building, we don't
have to build a tourist attraction from scratch, we
only have to leverage the attraction we already
have. That attraction is the whole town” says
Stahel.

By Alex Rea

The society proposes to revitalise the museum
by revamping and expanding the interior display
areas and reorienting the entrance to the north
side of the building, adding a shop and café. The
Oddfellows Hall on the second floor of the
museum has already been upgraded, making it
an attractive venue for concerts, events, lectures
and exhibitions.
Right from the outset, the society was committed
to creating a plan that would include the people
of the town and region. Its master stroke in this
regard is the building of nine artisan workshops
in the museum grounds to be offered, at a
modest rent, to local craftspeople.
The workshops will provide a dynamic communal
hub where artisans can create, sell and interact
creatively with one another.
Supporting the arts is important to the society’s
vision and it has already begun gathering
expressions of interest from a diverse range of
artisans, including blacksmiths, bookbinders,
saddlers, glassblowers, silversmiths, carpenters,
stonemasons, weavers, horologists and
many others.
“Many craftspeople settled in Braidwood
because it was affordable, but over the past few
years they have struggled to keep pace with
rising costs,”John says.
“Artisans are important to our community. It’s in
everyone’s interest that they thrive. Their
success is our success.”
In another initiative, to broaden the project’s
appeal and income stream, the museum grounds
will also house four accommodation units. The
romantic idea of spending a night at the museum
is likely to prove popular.
continued
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BRAIDWOOD HERITAGE CENTRE - CREATING THE FUTURE

The Oddfellows Hall at the Braidwood Museum. Photo:Supplied

All aspects of the proposal fit perfectly with
QPRC’s ambitious tourism plan.
There are a number of heritage tourism
destinations, such as Queensland’s Stockman Hall
of Fame and Victoria’s heritage tourism concept for
Beechworth, which achieved success after an
initial injection of government funding.

The B&DHS is optimistic it can do the same.
The Historical Society's President, Peter Smith
said “It's a realistic plan, and the ask from
government is realistic. If we’re successful, we will
be able to give the museum and its site a
professional and self-sufficient future. It will
establish our town as a cultural and heritage
centre.”
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RBA backs renewable energy investment
Mark Butler MP, Shadow Minister for Climate Change and
Energy says the RBA, in a note published on their website,
have backed renewable energy investment stating it
accounted for nearly 5 per cent of non-mining
business investment at its recent peak in 2018.
That peak coincided with the final investment phase of
Labor’s 2020 Renewable Energy Target.
This investment has, “supported activity and employment,
particularly in regional areas where large-scale renewable
generators tend to be located.”
However, because of this Government’s lack of energy
policy to drive investment, the RBA confirmed renewable
investment is collapsing saying; “the generation capacity of
new large-scale renewable projects that reached financial
close in 2019 fell by around half compared with 2018,” and
will decline further over the next couple of years.
This follows other industry reports of an investment collapse
between 50 and 60 per cent. The RBA says the pace of
future investment is dependent on factors including
government policy.
Mr Butler said "Unfortunately Australia has Angus Taylor an anti-renewables minister who is too busy dealing with
numerous scandals to recognise what everyone else in the

country knows and the RBA confirms; boosting renewables is
key to economic recovery."
"A COVID-19 recovery plan which brings forward investment
in new renewable projects will create tens of thousands of
new jobs, stimulate regional economies, and deliver cheaper
power prices" said Mr Butler

Send your contributions to mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au
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Free online dementia courses for aged care
workers during COVID-19 pandemic
Free, short, online courses have been announced
by the Centre for Dementia Learning, Dementia
Australia to assist frontline aged care staff delivering
care to people living with dementia during the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
10 xCEO
20mm
Dementia Australia
Maree McCabe said with
recent changes and restrictions, aged care workers
are more than ever, uniquely positioned to be
observing new or changed behaviours in their
clients and residents.
“Changes in routine can create uncertainty for
people living with dementia which can sometimes
leave them feeling distressed, confused and
isolated,” Ms McCabe said.
“We want to support all those who work in aged care
as much as possible during the COVID-19
pandemic.
“The courses will increase the participants’
understanding of dementia and provide frameworks
to help with problem solving.
“We know that where aged care staff know about
the person in their care, understand their stage and
form of dementia and are flexible in their approach,
the better the outcomes for all.”
Nobuko Fujito, Care Manager at Salvation Army,
Macquarie Lodge Aged Care Centre said, “The
online learning courses are having a positive impact
on our staff. They have given us new information to
help clients during this time and I would definitely
recommend the courses to other organisations.”
“With the courses freely available online until 30
June, staff all over Australia, in cities, remote and
regional areas, can access these modules,” Ms
McCabe said.
“We know that more than 50 per cent of all people
living in residential aged care have a diagnosis of
dementia and there are estimates that it could be
much higher than this in some aged care homes.
The courses are the first two modules of a suite of
online courses offered by the Centre for Dementia
Learning. They are offered free to anyone within the
aged care sector who signs up to the Dementia
Australia mailing list before 30 June 2020. To find
out more about the free online courses and other
education options visit: https://bit.ly/3dslTSN and
use the Promo Code CMR to access.

Send your contributions to mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 7
15 May 2020

Braidwood Bugle
NSW GOVERNMENT EXTENDS FEE-FREE
COURSES TO HELP BUSHFIRE IMPACTED
COMMUNITIES
Member for Monaro John Barilaro has announced that
the NSW Government has further extended its support
to communities in the Monaro recovering from bushfires,
10fee-free
x 20mm
with a range of
vocational education courses.
It comes after an overwhelming response to the suite of
courses which was announced for the South Coast in
March.
Mr Barilaro said the bushfires over summer had a
devastating impact in many parts of the Monaro and this
extra support is very welcome.
“A number of communities across the Monaro were
impacted by the fires and these fee-free courses are an
important step in the recovery,” Mr Barilaro said.
“By offering fee-free courses including fencing, licence to
operate a forklift and first aid we are ensuring locals
have the skills they need to repair and rebuild critical
infrastructure like houses and businesses.”
Minister for Skills and Tertiary Education Geoff Lee said
more than 500 people enrolled in the fee-free courses in
the South Coast announced in March.
“The NSW Government is not only committed to
supporting industries and communities
in need of more skilled workers to rebuild communities
but also to support displaced
workers or businesses severely impacted by the
bushfires by funding various training courses,” Mr Lee
said.
The training will be delivered across NSW by TAFE
NSW and other Registered Training Organisations.
For more information about the range of fee-free courses
available to bushfire affected communities,
visit www.training.nsw.gov.au or call 13 28 11.
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Mothers' Day treasure

On Mothers' Day Carol Kindrachuk received
this beautiful handmade present from
daughter Amy. Over the summer bushfires,
the family lost their home in the Valley. The
mosaic was made from damaged pieces of
Carol's favourite china. Some of it including
the border tiles came from Ireland and are
very old.
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Building and Installing Nest Boxes
for Birds and Mammals Around Braidwood

From Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare

Photos: A. McGlashan

Would you like to have a closer relationship with some
of our native wildlife? Are you a budding or even
experienced carpenter who’d like to try your hand at
helping out our local wildlife?
Over 300 of Australia’s native species are dependent
on tree hollows, but with the recent devastating forest
fires, many large hollow-bearing trees have been
destroyed. Our aim is to give our wildlife a hand by
making and installing custom made homes to replace
the ones they’ve lost.
Following the free webinar Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare held in April, USLC is now seeking
landholders who would be interested in installing nest
boxes for local hollow-nesting mammals and birds on
their land. We’re also seeking people who would like to
make some boxes. You don’t have to take on a large
enterprise, even one or a few boxes would be an
excellent contribution.
Upper Shoalhaven has had the good fortune to have
been given a number of nest boxes for smaller
species, and a couple of people are also making
medium sized boxes for landholders in the region, and
we will also be looking into purchasing more. We also
have funds to purchase materials for making boxes.
For nest box makers, ecologist and nest box guru Alice
McGlashan has prepared a booklet on each of our
hollow-dwelling local species occurring in the
Braidwood region.

By using the booklet and further information on Alice’s
website, everything you need to know about building and
installing nest boxes is provided, including construction
templates and the importance of design for each
species; and information on installing nest boxes,
including how to choose the best locations for each
species, and how to affix each box into your chosen
areas. Information on Alice’s website also goes into
options for monitoring your next boxes once they are in
place, including possible installation of wildlife camera(s),
and other low-cost solutions.
Useful links:
Booklet with the nest box designs and species lists for
the Upper Shoalhaven area:
https://nestboxtales.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/NestBoxPackUpperShoalhavenLandcare.pdf
Information on nest box materials and key design
features:
https://nestboxtales.com/nest-box-materials/
On monitoring:
https://nestboxtales.com/nest-box-monitoring/
If you would be interested in installing some nest boxes
on your property, or if you would be keen to try your
hand at making some boxes, please get in touch with
Jane Ambrose via email: jeambrose@iinet.net.au

Send your contributions to mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au
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Virtual community meetings next
week

Essential Energy Community Choices Program
The Community Choices program is back this year to support
community groups with funding of up to $2,500. You can do your bit to
help community groups when they need a helping hand, now more than
ever. The program allows our community to vote on causes that can do
with extra support in your area. A total of $175,000 will be shared by
eligible groups in 20 zones across our network area. We know that local
communities are doing it tough, with recent droughts and fires, as well as
impacts by the health and economic crisis that is COVID-19.
Nominations open at 9am on 30 April and close at 5pm on 29 May 2020,
with voting taking place from 9am on 4 June and closing at 5pm on 18
June 2020.

QPRC regular community meetings are being
held virtually, starting from next week. QPRC
have recorded video updates on the Operational
Plan 2020-21 and budget, major projects and
significant strategic planning matters, as well as
responding to matters raised by the community
over the last couple of weeks. Council will be
playing these videos via our Facebook
page and at webcast.qprc.nsw.gov.au. During
the videos, you can ask questions of staff.
Questions can be asked on the Facebook video,
or via email
tocommunications@qprc.nsw.gov.au
All the video meetings will be broadcasted from
6pm, with the Queanbeyan meeting on Tuesday
19 May, Braidwood on Thursday 21 May and
Bungendore on Tuesday 26 May.

Facebook funny : A Pure Bred
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INTERNATIONAL NURSES & MIDWIVES DAY
On 12th May Braidwood
MPS staff were among
those to celebrate
International Nurses &
Midwives Day.
Especially at this time, we
thanks all our medical staff
for the work they do.
Photo: SNSWHD
Facebook

Toyota LandCruiser 70 Series recalled due to fire risk
Tall grass caught under the exhaust pipe could spark
a fire. Toyota Australia has issued a recall
for 22,971 of its LandCruiser 70 Series models built
between 13 June 2016 and 5 November 2018 due to
an increased risk of fire.
Toyota’s recall says that – due to the design of the
exhaust pipe heat shield – vegetation may
accumulate during off-road usage if the debris is not
routinely removed.
Australian-delivered cars have caught on fire, with a
Toyota Australia spokesperson telling CarAdvice:
"There have been some reports of minor incidents
underneath vehicles.
However, these were contained quickly."
The grass fire risk is similar to a recall issued for the
Ford Ranger two years ago.
Toyota says it will fix the issue by replacing the
exhaust pipe heat shielding on affected cars with a
modified design.
Further to this, Toyota will enable a manual DPF
regeneration mode, allowing owners to do a DPF
burn-off in a safe location away from tall grass or
other vegetation. Toyota expects the recall work will
take approximately three hours on each vehicle.
Toyota Australia is contacting owners of affected
vehicles via SMS, email or postal mail.
Vehicle identification numbers of the 22,971 cars
included in the recall can be found at
https://www.caradvice.com.au/
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movie review with Jack Watkins-Sully
@raggady_jack

Blancanieves (2012)
Blancanieves is a modern, silent, Spanish retelling of
Snow White. In this version however when Snow White
escapes the clutches of her evil stepmother, she joins a
band of travelling dwarfs and becomes a bullfighter. The
whole concept of the film is crazy and that is what
makes it so great.
The magnificent cinematography impressively mimics
the silent films of the 1920s whilst managing to mix in
some modern techniques.
Writer/Director Pablo Berger shows great style and a
great knowledge of his craft whilst artfully capturing the
storytelling and beauty of silent cinema to it's fullest
potential. I wouldn't have guessed that the film was shot
in colour then desaturated to black and white. It feels so
perfect in B&W and is excellently exposed. Magnificent
costumes and brilliant scenery, especially that of the
Plaza De Toros in Aranjuez, make the film all the more
impressive.
When talking about modern silent cinema most
people’s minds would automatically go to, best picture
Oscar winner, The Artist (2011). Although I liked The
Artist, I think it played it safe, whereas Blancanieves
doesn't fit into normal Hollywood standards making it
edgier and vastly superior.
Along with Metropolis (1927), The Cabinet Of
Dr. Caligari (1919), The Lost World (1925), Man With A
Movie Camera (1929), Sherlock Jr (1924) & A Trip To
The Moon (1902) Blancanieves is a great jumping on
point for those looking to start with silent cinema.
It's hard to judge the image quality of the
Blu-Ray due to the purposely frayed edges and overall
style of the film, but I'd say it looks pretty good. Unlike
the Cohen Media Group release from the U.S.A the
disc contains no extras. I found the OOP Australian
release for less than $15 on eBay, there are still a few
available and if you act quick you could probably snag
one.
A truly magnificent piece of Spanish cinema, I don't
know how I hadn't heard of it until two weeks ago.
Majorly recommend viewing. Five Stars.
@Raggady Jack currently holds over 1,000 titles and
continue to add more classic and contemporary films every
week. With the current situation the internet is slow making
it harder for people to stream, proving the point that
physical media is still important.

Nelligen Wharf closes for facelift
Nelligen Wharf will be closed for two weeks from 25
May to give the historic wharf a major facelift.
The upgrade has been scheduled for the off-season
and while COVID-19 restrictions are in place;
tourism operators will have a safer wharf once
restrictions have eased.
The wharf’s support structures will be strengthened
and a new deck added to welcome the many land
based and river boat visitors to Nelligen.
Boaters and fishers will not be able to use the wharf
until work finishes on Friday 5 June, weather
permitting. Both boat ramps at Nelligen will remain
open during the work on the wharf.

Keep Australia Beautiful NSW Awards
Have you been involved in a sustainable
initiative? The Keep Australia Beautiful NSW
Awards are open for nominations until 29 June.
The awards are open for individuals, groups,
councils, schools, businesses and towns and
recognise the achievements in keeping NSW
sustainable. These annual awards recognise
projects that reduce litter, minimise waste,
encourage recycling, promote heritage and
culture, habitat, and celebrate community spirit
and many other environmental areas. Go
to www.kabnsw.org.au/awards-informationpage
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Queanbeyan-Palerang outdoor facilities reopening,
but caution urged
People living and travelling through the electorate of
Eden-Monaro will now have better phone service, thanks Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council’s playgrounds,
outdoor gyms, dog off lead areas and skate parks will be
to the Federal Government’s $380 million Black Spot
reopened for community use from Friday 15 May as
Program.
NSW takes the first step in easing COVID-19 restrictions.
A small cell satellite, jointly funded by the Australian
Government and Telstra, under Round 4 of the program, While the outdoor facilities will be reopened to the public,
users are reminded that they must follow the regulations
has now been turned on at Yass River Road, improving
and advice from the NSW Government. The regulations
4G mobile coverage in the area.
include the need to maintain physical distancing and
NSW Senator Perin Davey said a small cell base
good hygiene practices and that outdoor gatherings
station such as this one is an ideal solution for providing
should not exceed more than 10 people.
new and improved mobile services to isolated or remote
The NSW Government has advised that residents should
locations, where a larger base station may not be
wash their hands before and after using outdoor
technically or commercially viable to build.
equipment and to assume the person that has used
Senator Davey said “The Nationals in Government want
the equipment before them has the virus.
to make sure regional Australians continue to have the
“PRC Mayor, Cr Tim Overall “Residents should take a
best possible access to mobile coverage.”
cautious approach to using these facilities and ensure
“Australians want to be confident our communications
good personal hygiene is implemented. Staff will
networks are as resilient as possible. The Mobile Black
Spot Program is an important part of this as it provides an commence reopening the facilities on Friday 15 May.
“Queanbeyan-Palerang residents should also make
alternative
themselves familiar with changes in the ACT, which also
communications option if another network goes down
includes the reopening of parks and playgrounds
during an emergency situation.”
from 15 May.”
Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and
While outdoor pools are able to be reopened under the
the Arts the Hon Paul Fletcher MP said the switch on of
relaxed regulations, Queanbeyan-Palerang will not be
the satellite on Yass River Road reflects the
opening outdoor pools in Queanbeyan, Braidwood,
Government’s commitment to further improving
Bungendore and Captains Flat due to the cold weather.
connectivity in the regions.
These facilities are usually closed during winter months.
“This significant investment as part of the Mobile Black
A number of other Council facilities and services remain
Spot Program means that people living, working and
closed, including libraries, community centres, indoor
travelling in Eden-Monaro will now have better mobile
pool, sports fields for organised sports, customer contact
coverage. This is especially important following this
centres, buy back centres at waste transfer facilities,
summer’s devastating bushfires,” Minister Fletcher said.
indoor sports centre, museums, visitor information
“The first five rounds of the Mobile Black Spot Program
are funding 1,229 mobile base stations around Australia, centres and The Q – Performing Arts Centre.
with more than 820 of these already on air and providing “While a number of services and facilities remain closed,
we continue to provide service to the community via
much needed mobile connectivity to rural and regional
phone and online enquiries, click and collect library
areas.”
services and online assistance for youth and
Minister for Regional Communications, Regional
Health and Local Government, the Hon Mark Coulton MP, businesses,” Cr Overall said.
said “The Mobile Black Spot Program is continuing to help “Staff are developing Covid safe plans for impacted
facilities and services to ensure appropriate measures
eradicate phone black spots across Eden Monaro,”
are in place when they are able to be reopened.”
Minister Coulton said.

Mobile coverage boosted in Eden-Monaro
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Details of major drought relief boost revealed Councils welcome overturn of attempted power grab
Farmers and communities across the state will
continue to receive vital drought assistance with the
NSW Nationals in Government providing a $310
million boost to the Emergency Drought Relief
Package.
Support available to drought affected
communities and farmers includes:
· $116 million to continue the Drought Transport
subsidy
· $99 million to continue waiving of Local Land
Services rates, bee site permits, Western Lands
lease rent, wild dog fence rates and provide
assistance for vehicle registration costs for eligible
primary producers
· $28.5 million to continue existing water licence fee
waivers for stock, domestic, general and highsecurity water users
· Continuation of health and wellbeing programs,
including the Farmgate Counsellors program,
Aboriginal wellbeing services and Royal Flying
Doctors Far West Drought Support programs Deputy
Premier and Minister for Regional NSW John
Barilaro said renewing these support measures
would go a long way to supporting drought-affected
communities get back on their feet.
“I’m all too aware that some of the drought-affected
communities feel like they have been forgotten due
to the bushfires and COVID-19, and that rain in
recent months may have left some people in the city
with the impression that the drought is over,” Mr
Barilaro said.
“The rain has helped and conditions are easing but
we haven’t quite reached the recovery stage yet,
which is why the NSW Nationals in Government are
again extending these emergency drought
measures, taking our total investment to more than
$2 billion, to help farmers through winter.”
Primary producers and small businesses already
receiving support payments, subsidies, waivers and
fee relief from the Emergency Drought Relief
Package do not have to reapply.
For a full list of drought support measures, go
to: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/droughthub and
www.nsw.gov.au/drought-in-nsw.

Attempts to make it easier for NSW Government Ministers to
intervene in council operations have been rejected in State
Parliament, with the protection of local democracy welcomed by
NSW councils.
LGNSW President Linda Scott said the Government used
yesterday’s one-day return of Parliament to unsuccessfully try to
force through legislation that would have allowed Ministers to:
· Dictate the type of infrastructure built in local government
areas;
· Place a cap on the maximum amount of income a council
may earn;
· Dictate when and how councils collect and spend
infrastructure contributions by local developers, with no sunset
provision.
“Councils and communities welcome that the autonomy
of local governments, the most trusted level of government, has
been upheld by the NSW Parliament,” Cr Scott said.
“Communities were rightly angry when they learnt
the NSW Government, in the midst of a global pandemic, was
seeking to grab power from democratically elected councils in
order to mandate we stop infrastructure projects, kill local jobs
and freeze councils’ income and
employment opportunities.
“We welcome an acknowledgement from the NSW
Government that it would send the wrong message to
simultaneously introduce new powers to fast-track private profitearning development but prevent community development
designed to deliver public good.”
Successful NSW Greens amendments also overturned
Ministerial discretion to: intervene in council income; and
prevent expenditure on building and infrastructure projects that
were or would be used as part of council decision-making
functions.
“These amendments mean that infrastructure
incorporating council offices and service centres with
community facilities such as libraries, youth centres and art
galleries can still proceed,” Cr Scott said.
“What councils don’t need is legislation with the
very real potential to undermine local democracy and prevent
them from delivering the services and infrastructure their
communities need.
“The Planning Minister has consistently promised to
work with, encourage and support councils, so we welcome
Parliament’s clear direction that he should do so with respect to
when and how councils collect and
spend infrastructure contributions."

Send your contributions to mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au
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Braidwood Golf Club News
2020 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS - May 23, 24 & 30
All players wishing to play in the championships must
have registered their names with Mark (ph 0409 250
713) by the 18th May. Payment for the first 2 rounds
must be made on the first day of the championships.
Currently we have 5 women and 14 men registered.
Players (both championship and day players) may play
outside of those times if they wish - they just need to let
Mark know. Please see attached the current
Championship Schedule.
Despite the recent relaxation to sporting guidelines at
both Federal and some State and Territory levels, the
Covid 19 guidelines for golf in NSW remain unchanged.
Whilst ACT clubs may have been able relax rules we
must wait for NSW to announce changes. Groups of
more that 2 are not allowed, and social distancing must
still be observed at all times especially in relation to
sharing carts.
Results: Saturday May 2 Men’s Single StablefordDavid Goddard Trophy. Thankyou
David for your generous sponsorship
Men’s Winner: Roger Hovey 36pts
Runner Up: Mark Newman 34pts
Third Place: Nelson Sargent 33pts c/b
Ball Comp: Rod Coady 33pts, Andrew Clark 32pts,
Gordon Scott 32pts, Tom Duffy 31pts, Don Burke 31pts
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Handicap Changes: Roger Hovey down 1 to 23,
Michael Fitzgerald out 1 to 26, Nick Fry out 1 to 14
Women’s Single Stableford – Madeline Lester Memorial
Trophy – Thanks to Judy Scott for her generous
sponsorship & continuing to honour Madeline for us.
Women’s Winner: Robin Tennant Wood 35pts
Runner Up: Fran McGrath 33pts
Ball Comp: Barb Stuart 30pts, Judy Scott 29pts
Handicap Changes: Robin Tennant Wood down 1 to 32
Coming Events
Saturday May 16:
Committee Meeting 10.30am Men’s 2BBB Stableford Peter Young & Aaron Clarke Trophy
Women’s 2BBB Stableford Northangera Trophy
Saturday May 23:
Men’s Stroke (Monthly Medal)
Men’s Championship Round 1
Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medal)
Women’s Championship Round 1
Sunday May 24:
Men’s Championship Round 2
Women’s Championship Round 2
Saturday May 30:
Men’s Championship Round 3
Women’s Championship Round 3

How have you been keeping active in isolation?
Send in your iso sports/activity stories & photos.
Send your contributions to mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au
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