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FARMERS affected by bushfires last summer across the region will
continue to receive critical financial support following an extension of the
Special Disaster Grant program, announced today by Minister for
Agriculture Adam Marshall.  
Mr Marshall said local farmers would have more time to apply for the
$75,000 grant, and would benefit from expanded eligibility criteria. 
“This program has played a crucial role in keeping many of our local
farmers on the land after being devastated by severe bushfires on top of
the worst drought on record,” Mr Marshall said.   ~ Continued p 4

The South Coast/Monaro Rugby Championship finally got underway last
Saturday for the Braidwood Redbacks, with a close loss to last year’s grand
finalists the Taralga Tigers by 28 to 17.  Match report Page 20 
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Financial Support extended for Bushfire-Hit Farmers



BRAG ARTISTS' CO-OP ONGOING EXHIBITION
Open every weekend, Sat-Sun, 10.30am - 3.30pm. 

Saturday 1st August 
BRAIDWOOD FARMERS MARKETS

Saturday 1 August 
REDBACKS RUGBY V BUNGENDORE
Palerang Shield, in Bungendore.

2nd August  Nerriga Markets 
(1st Sunday of every month) 9am to 1pm.

Wednesday 5th August
GARAGE SALE BRAIDWOOD UNITING CHURCH,
9am-3pm @ 66 Monkittee Street.

Friday 7th August  BRAIDWOOD CATTLE SALE 

SUN, 9 AUG AT 10:00
AGM Braidwood Urban Landcare Group
42 Bombay Rd, Braidwood

Sunday, 9th August
Mongarlowe Volunteer Bushfire Brigade AGM at the
Mongarlowe brigade shed on Sunday, 9th August at
10am.  All Are Welcome. Also, representatives from the
Council’s Outreach program for Bushfire Recovery
Assistance will be there.

12th August
QPRC Planning and Strategy Committee Meeting

22nd August
NEXT BRAIDWOOD RYRIE PARK MARKET
Braidwood Markets are usually on the
fourth Saturday of the month at Ryrie Park. For stall
bookings please contact Geraldine on 4847 5061 A/H

REMINDER - VISITING OUR MPS
Braidwood MPS has moved to visiting restrictions
this week, so it is in line with all other sites and this
is across the MPS. Only one visitor at a time for no
more than 30 minutes will be permitted, and a
maximum of two visitors per day per person will
be allowed until further notice.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Please provide your full name address and
contact details (Not for publication). Please
keep your Letters to under 500 words. 
Email mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au

What’s ON in Braidwood & the district 

ADVERTISE IN THE BUGLE? 
Need to attract customers to your
business?  Who doesn't. The Bugle has
the largest audience in the Braidwood
district. Call 0412 444 649 for rates. 



Braidwood Bugle

Farmers welcomed the
sound of rain trickling
into their tanks as
about 60 mm fell at
Braidwood over the
weekend. Areas closer
to the coast received
up to 350mm. Some
areas around
Reidsdale and Araluen
have recorded 200mm.
To the south the
Cooma district received
a more modest 30 to
60 mm. The
Shoalhaven River was
up 2.78 metres at
Warri, and the
Mongarlowe River was
up 1.98m.
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LADIES, CHECK YOUR BREASTS
The number of women who have had breast cancer detected
early has dropped by 37% during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Experts are convinced that fewer women have been leaving
home to get tested and that some women may have been
ignoring important symptoms because of other stressors during
this time. Data from the Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare estimated the number of new cases of breast cancer
diagnosed in 2020 would be approximately 20,000. The 37%
drop in early detection could mean that up to 8,000 women
have breast cancer right now but do not know it. Early detection
is an important part of Australia’s excellent survival rate.

Welcome rain soaks the South East

The flooded upper Deua River at Woolla 8am Tuesday. Peter Smith reported
that over the last 3 days they have had 208mm. Further up the river catchment,
at Plumwood BOM has reported 341mm up to this time. Peter npted "It is ironic
that the photos show flooding through the burnt trees from the fire in February.
DENTAL HEALTH WEEK 3-9 AUGUST
The increasing prevalence of tooth decay and gum disease
among Australian adults are disturbing new trends in the nation’s
oral health. It’s a trend that’s made worse by the current
pandemic, with people avoiding the dentist due to fears of
proximity to others.  Figures show one in three of us is walking
around with untreated tooth decay, while one in four has
periodontal disease with periodontal pockets 4mm or deeper.
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OPINION - Fiona Phillips MP
Since the bushfires, I have spoken with so many local
community groups about their experience and they
all tell me the same thing – we need to start future-
proofing our community infrastructure now.  
Last week, Anthony Albanese and I met with the
Durras Progress Association to hear firsthand about
what needs to be done, and it’s a similar story all
along the coast.  
When your community has one road in and one road
out, you need to make sure that during an
emergency the lights are kept on and
communication is reliable. In 2020, you shouldn’t lose
your phone and internet just because the power
went out, and it shouldn’t take weeks for power to be
restored because the wooden poles were destroyed.
So I feel absolutely flabbergasted that in 2019/20, the
Morrison Government did not spend a single dollar of
its $200 million disaster recovery fund, including the
dedicated $50 million for disaster mitigation. The
government said the fund was not needed – but
clearly the Prime Minister has not been listening.
There is so much to be done.  
Everywhere I go, I hear about how we need
emergency power in our community halls and fire-
proof electricity poles. We need to bring forward the
funding for the Princes Highway and make sure we
have reliable telecommunications, including fixing the
black spots along the highway.  
I’ve heard too many stories about the lack of
disability access in our evacuation centres. People
living with a disability had nowhere to go and in too
many cases it was up to their advocates or carers to
go it alone. This is just unacceptable.
Perhaps these funds could be used to build a
dedicated Emergency Operations Centre in Moruya,
instead of forcing our response teams to work in a
local community hall on trestle tables from Bunnings.
The government must start getting serious about
ensuring the experience of so many local people
during the summer bushfires never happens again.
 The response needs to start in our communities and
I will continue fighting to make sure we get the
support we need to prepare.

We must future-proof community
infrastructure

  ~Continued from page 1
“More than 270 farmers across the Northern
Tablelands have already received $16.4 million
through this program to help cover the costs of
repairing and rebuilding infrastructure on their
properties.
“By increasing the scope of the grant, farmers who
were previously ineligible may now be able to
access this critical funding, which is why it’s more
important than ever for fire-affected primary
producers to contact the Rural Assistance
Authority.”
Mr Marshall said the program, which was scheduled
to close today, would now be available until 15
December this year. “I recognise our farmers have a
lot on their plates at the moment, dealing with
bushfire recovery and the lingering impacts of
drought,” Mr Marshall said.
“Everyone is at a different stage of recovery, so
giving farmers more time to apply is just one thing
we can do to take some of the pressure off and
make their lives that little bit easier.”
Key eligibility changes to the program include:
• Removal of the off-farm income threshold where
an applicant’s income from primary production is
less than 50 per cent of their total income;
• Allowing extra time for applicants to reach the 50
per cent income threshold
in recognition of long lead times required by some
sectors to reach full production;
• Applicants are no longer required to be registered
for GST but must still hold a valid ABN at the time of
the bushfires; and 
• Businesses earning more than 50 per cent of their
income from a combination of primary production
and goods made directly from that produce will now
be eligible for assistance.
Applications for the Special Disaster Grant can be
made via the NSW Rural Assistance Authority
(RAA), either by calling 1800 678 593 or online at
www.raa.nsw.gov.au 
This assistance is provided through a joint Disaster
Recovery Funding Arrangement between the NSW
and Commonwealth Governments.

Financial Support extended 
for  Bushfire-Hit Farmers
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BlazeAid Update
Sunday 26th July, 2020.
Total meals to date  20,184
Completed new fencing  164.0
Fencing completed last week  6.21
Pickets Installed   19,254
Strainer posts installed:  1,412
Properties registered:   249
Properties completed:   156
Properties completed last week:   9
Properties % completed   63%
 
Total volunteers to date -    405
Volunteer days this week   - 227
Volunteer days to date   - 6,464
 Average age of volunteers this week  - 48.5
Average age of volunteers to date -   51.2
Total blazeaiders in camps  -   38
Teams in Braidwood, Araluen & Nerriga areas -   6
Money spent Locally  -   $380,052.28
Overseas world trackers in camps  -  14
Nations represented in camp  -  9

The Nerriga Road upgrade project involves
upgrading four sections of the road, and has
been funded by a $70 million grant from the
NSW Government under the Monaro-Palerang
Roads Package.
The total funding package provides for the Nerriga
Road upgrade, duplication of Old Cooma Road
south of Queanbeyan and a roundabout at the
corner of Malbon and Molonglo Sts in Bungendore.
The Nerriga Road project has been allocated $29
million. The upgrades consists of sealing 11.22km of
unsealed road and upgrading the intersection of
Nerriga Road and the Kings Highway. A further
.7km may be sealed if budget permits.
The single lane bridge at Charleyong is also being
replaced and this work is being completed by the
NSW Roads and Maritime Service. The project has
been awarded to SRG Civil and is expected to
be opened in 2020.

The project includes four stages:
·  Stage 1 - Grants Road to Stewarts Crossing Road
(5km) - was completed in December 2018

·  Stage 2 - Stewarts Crossing Road to Charleyong
Bridge (3.1km) – was completed in October 2019. 
Approximately 300m of road that was part of the
new Charleyong Bridge approaches was completed in
March 2020. Construction of the new Charleyong
Bridge was a Transport for NSW project that was
completed separately to the Nerriga Road upgrade
project. ·        

Stage 3 - Durran Durra Range, Brightside Road to
Grants Road (3.1km) – preliminary work on this stage
has now commenced. The stage includes sealing
the section of Nerriga Road that runs through the
Durran Durra Range, between Brightside Road and
Grants Road. ·        

Stage 4 - Kings Highway/Nerriga Road - this stage is
expected to begin later in 2020.
If savings are made across the entire project, or
further sources of funding are secured, then a
fifth stage of the project will be included. This stage
would include a 4.7km unsealed section known as
Ningee Nimble Creek, which is located between
Mongarlowe River and Charleys Forest Road.

Upgrade Update - MR92 - Nerriga Road



Over several years, Council has been working with the
community to improve the use of the Farringdon Rural
Recycling Station located near the Farringdon Rural Fire
Station. Common issues at the site include: Disposal of
household residual waste, Contamination of the recycling
bins, placement of materials around bins rather than in
the bins, Illegal dumping, Council has taken the following
steps to improve the situation: moved the rural recycling
station to a less high profile location, Placed additional
waste education signage in the area, Increased illegal
dumping prevention activities in the area.
Regrettably, our combined efforts have not been
successful and the decision has been taken to remove
the rural recycling station. The Farringdon Rural
Recycling Station will be removed in August 2020.  
Recyclable materials can be taken to the Braidwood
Waste Transfer Station.
Household recyclable materials are accepted free of
charge. Following the closure, the area will be monitored
for illegal dumping. If you observe illegal dumping in the
area, please report online
via https://ridonline.epa.nsw.gov.au
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Closure of Farringdon Rural Recycling Station
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 We have now completed the earthworks and concrete pour for the
new Majors Creek RFS facility. We plan to begin the construction of
the shed itself from next week. The Majors Creek Recreation
Reserve Trust will manage and use the existing RFS shed once the
new facility is completed. 
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Majors Creek RFS facility under construction
QPRC is the the winner of the
Excellence in Road Safety category in
the 2020 National Awards for Local
Government. The “Safe Systems
Speed Project for Local Roads”
embraced a data-led approach to
improving driver behaviour. This
project was also a winner in the Local
Government Initiative category at the
Annual Australian Road Safety
Awards earlier this year. QPRC use
an evidence-based process to identify
sites for courtesy speed checks with
our mobile speed trailers, collect data
to evaluate the results and apply the
safe systems approach to assess and
treat speed locations. There are four
pillars in the safe systems approach –
safer roads, safer people, safer
vehicles and safer speeds.

Excellence in Road Safety
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ART ON FIRE
Exhibition and book launch December 2020
BRAG invites the community of Braidwood and the
villages to join this project! You don't need to be a
BRAG member to join in - the whole community
is encouraged to participate.
THE EXHIBITION AND BOOK: BRAG will be hosting
a group exhibition and publishing a book of the
participants' works about the 2019-20 fires and their
aftermath. We are excited to announce that former
NSW RFS commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons will
open the exhibition in December!  
BRAG hopes to receive fine art in all media, craft
work of all types, as well as poems and essays and
even songs from participants.
 
THE POSTCARD PROJECT: "Postcards from
Braidwood": If you'd like to participate in a smaller
way, just send us a postcard - anonymous if you
prefer -with words or a picture of your experience or
thoughts. Your postcard (stiff card, max 10 x 20 cm)
should be delivered or posted to 45 Wallace Street by
30th November. All postcards will be included in the
exhibition. 
KEY DATES:
19 & 20 OCT: Submission of images/words for the
book 30 NOV & 1ST DEC: Submission of work for the
exhibition, final day to drop off your postcard
4 DEC: Exhibition opens, book launched
13 DEC: Exhibition closes

Poster & Print Sale on now in the Gallery 
till September 6th
In the Gallery - Posters and prints from a private
archive - includes etchings, screenprints, art posters -
affordable and collectable! Continues to September
6th.

In the Shop - Winter clothing reduced, new Summer
stock, children's books and a range of art and craft
supplies.    

 COVID update - we are practising social distancing
in store and  gallery and appreciate our customers
support of these restrictions.
Currently there is a maximum of 7 people allowed in
store and we are continually reviewing the NSW
Health guidelines and recommendations.  
Winter Trading Hours 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 10 - 3
 Next exhibitions opening September 11th
    Gallery 1 Robin Wallace- Crabbe
    Gallery 2 Glenda Fell Jones

    News for Braidwood & the district
Page 8     31 July  2020 

www.braidwoodbugle.com.au 

What's coming up at BRAG At Altenburg & Co 
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By Annie Duke, BYPAA President
It's been six months since the Braidwood Youth
Performing Arts Association (BYPAA) could organise
any performing arts activities for Braidwood's kids -
between the bushfires and the pandemic - but in the
school holidays we were back in action and what a
wonderful thing it was!
In the break, BYPAA organised two school holiday
workshop activities to engage and challenge our
talented youth. They were delivered across four days,
at the Braidwood Life Centre, to primary aged kids in
the mornings and high-school aged kids in the
afternoons. We are especially pleased to have
received some funding from Create NSW's Country
Arts Support Program (CASP), a funding program
administered by Regional Arts NSW. With this funding
BYPAA were able to engage two very
talented and experienced local musicians and tutors,
Kelly Sturgiss and Michael Simic, to hold a fantastic
three-day Making Music Workshop. This funding,
along with the generous donation of the venue
by the Braidwood Life Centre, means we can support
our local tutors as they deserve and keep participation
very affordable for local families at less than $10 a
day.
The Making Music Workshop exposed 20  participants
to a whole range of musical instruments, giving them
an opportunity to try out new things, experiment and
practice. The course also touched on song writing and
dealt with the common fear of singing in a
performance setting. 
Perhaps the greatest outcome of the workshop was to
lead the participants in learning how to listen to each
other and play together as a band.
Perhaps the greatest outcome of the workshop was to
lead the participants in learning how to listen to each
other and play together as a band. 
The three days culminated with a COVID-safe, open-
air concert for parents and friends on the Life Centre
forecourt. The children had a chance to play a song or
two that their "band" had composed and developed
over the workshop. The tutors were very pleased to
witness the development of skills over the week that
enabled the budding musicians to play music together,
keeping time and responding to each other, rather
than merely play instruments side by side.
Amazingly, many of the kids performed on instruments
they'd never even touched before day one of the
workshop.

The final day of workshops was a Dungeons and
Dragons role-play gaming session with the
wonderful Kirrily Burnett from Canberra. Kirrily first
led some D and D sessions for BYPAA during our
"Festival of Fun" event held in January this year to
harness a
generous outflow of bush-fire relief support from
artists, teachers and performers in Canberra.
Kirrily has an outstanding ability to guide children of
different ages through an adventure fantasy, where
the players get to make choices and act within the
evolving events of the story as determined by the
random dice roles. 
The kids had a great time, and each got to take
home their very own pouch of special gaming dice
kindly donated by Roll With Advantage, a
Melbourne based supplier. 
Topping off a great week, BYPAA has been thrilled
in recent days to receive two unexpected and
greatly appreciated community donations to
support the work we do for our marvelous youth.
Braidwood and Villages Tourism Association
donated $100 from the sale of local products at the
Tourist Information Centre. In addition, BlazeAid
volunteers who are currently camped at the
Showground while they support landholders
recovering from the bushfire
damage, have been keeping a swear jar.
All those rude words have added up to $176.05!
BlazeAid have decided to donate the proceeds to
support local youth and BYPAA is humbled to
receive this donation on behalf of the local kids.
BYPAA's mission is to create positive opportunities
for young people.
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Scool holiday performing arts activities for local youth
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A Land of Love and Flame
– a poem by Jackie French
The sky is aching dry again
It’s forgot the scent of rain
The air is sifting flour again
Gum trees releasing leaves again
The ants have all dug deep again
Waiting for the flame
The earth was wrought in fire once
And now it is again
The burning bark strands snicker now
The dark night ridges flicker now
Bushfire has come again
Blue puts on his orange uniform
They’ll risk their lives again
The stranger’s smile is kind again
Kids offer sticky coins again
Briefly we unite again
This land of love and flame
Published by Angus and Robertson in Facing the Flame, 2016
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LIONS & BRAG joint inaugural Festival of Young Artists
Braidwood Lions and Braidwood Regional Arts
Group are delighted to jointly announce the launch
of the inaugural Braidwood Festival of Young Artists.
The Festival of Young Artists is open to all school
aged children living OR attending school in the 2622
postcode area.
In announcing the festival, Maggie Hickey, President
of BRAG, said “We are very pleased to work with
Braidwood Lions on this exciting new initiative to
showcase young artists from the Braidwood area. 
Also to host an exhibition of the entries at the
Braidwood Community Arts Centre and have local
artist and BRAG member Lesley Sykes as the
festival judge.”
Lions President, Frank Hansby, said “The
Braidwood Festival of Young Artists is a perfect
complement to the Braidwood Festival of Young
Writers and together will provide a tremendous
opportunity to see the talent of the young people
living or being schooled in Braidwood and
surrounding villages.”
The artworks are to reflect in some way an aspect of
the poem by Jackie French “A Land of Love and
Flame”, with the other judging criteria being the
quality of work, both technically and creatively;
presentation and storytelling; and uniqueness of
concept, creativity and originality.
The artworks can be any form of two dimensional
picture, including photography, or a three
dimensional piece with a limit of one piece of art per
entry.
All artworks must be submitted by 11 November
2020.  The exhibition will be opened on Thursday 19
November and open over the weekends 21-22 and
28-29 November 2020.
There will be some cash prizes for selected entries
with winners being announced at the Braidwood
Lions Young Writers 2020 Awards ceremony on 20
November. 
Further information on the terms and conditions on
www.bragart.com.au 
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Operation Stock Check to combat livestock theft
The Rural Crime Prevention Team will launch Operation
Stock Check next week, an ongoing, proactive
operation to prevent livestock theft by disrupting the
movement of stolen stock in western NSW.Operation
Stock Check is a high-visibility strategy which will allow
officers of all ranks to inspect vehicles carrying
livestock to identify and target loads which may have
been stolen.Livestock theft has a significant impact on
farmers across Central North, New England, Oxley,
Central West, Chifley, Orana Mid Western and Barrier
Police Districts, with a total of 368 incidents recorded in
the past two years alone.These figures include the theft
of approximately 20,300 sheep and 1800 cattle,
representing a reported value of more than $4.3 million.

 Lambing? Nutrien Ag has these warm woolly jumpers
for lambs that were kindly donated by Sydney knitters.
There’s a bag full to give away. They come in boys and
girls designs. 
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Little woolly jumpers
By Matia Pendergast – LLS Customer Admin Officer
While many land managers will have already received
and lodged their Annual Land and Stock Return
(ALSR)
for 2020, this is a reminder that all land managers of
land over 10ha or land managers with a Property
Identification Code (PIC) must lodge your return by 31
August 2020.  The ALSRs are essentially a census for
stock. You lodge it annually and it provides us with
important livestock and property information. This
information is used to build a state-wide biosecurity
picture of agriculture use and livestock numbers.  
This information is particularly useful in planning and
responding in the event of an animal disease outbreak
(for example Africa Swine Fever and Equine Influenza)
or in natural emergency situations like the fires and
flooding we have recently experienced. Even if you
carry no livestock, that information is very significant
to the overall  management of animal health.   
Along with vegetation area and usage, all livestock 6
months or older need to be recorded as at June 30 
2020, regardless of who owns them i.e. agisted or
leased livestock also need to be recorded. The
categories of livestock include cattle, sheep, horses,
pigs (of any age), goats, farmed deer, bison, buffalo,
camels, alpacas, llamas, emus, ostriches or poultry
flocks of 100 or more birds.   Animal health and meat
industry levies are applied to the rates of properties
that carry livestock. If you have not lodged your return
prior to August 31, animal health and meat industry
levies will automatically be applied to the following
years’ LLS rates notice.   For 2021, the NSW
Government drought relief package is continuing to
help landholders by waiving LLS rates including these
levies.Rates notices will show the usual components,
but amounts shown will not be payable.  

Annual Land and Stock returns
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With recent rain across a wide part of NSW, some
farmers have the unusual problem of having too much
feed for their relatively few livestock, so silage may be the
answer.
“Previous generations commonly used silage and now it’s
becoming popular again,” said Local Land Services
livestock officer, Sue Street. 
“In recent times, we have seen many farmers helped
through drought by digging up or opening silage that was
stored or buried decades ago,” said Ms Street.  
“Many producers who de-stocked during drought, now
have excess forage, and in some cases, cereal crops
which could be turned into silage for future use on-farm
or as a saleable product,” she said.
Local Land Services is hosting a four-part series of
webinars in August to help producers decide whether to
make silage and how to do it, including storage in 
 underground pits. 
The free webinars are open to livestock producers across
NSW and the information provided will be applicable in
all Local Land Services regions.  
NSW Department of Primary Industries Livestock
Research officer, John Piltz, who co-authored the
‘Successful Silage’ manual will be the guest speaker on
the webinars. 
He explained that silage is a form of conserving forage
which involves natural fermentation.  
“Silage can be cut earlier in spring and provides more
flexibility and higher quality than hay if done correctly,”
Mr Piltz said.   “Silage will generally keep indefinitely while
it remains sealed and anaerobic or oxygen-free so it is
really important to pack the forage to remove and keep
out
air,” he said.  
The webinars will cover forage quality and how it impacts
silage quality and livestock production as well as mowing,
wilting, harvesting, storage and feeding out of silage.
Participants will receive practical, step-by-step advice in
an accessible, online environment via the four webinars
which will be run weekly on Tuesdays from August 4.  
People must register separately for each of the webinars
via the Local Land Services website by searching ‘Silage
webinars’ or going to www.lls.nsw.gov.au/silage-webinars
 If landholders cannot attend live, they can access
recordings of the webinars after each week’s event by
going to www.lls.nsw.gov.au/silage-webinars
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Silage Secrets Unearthed: Farmer interest prompts webinar series

Silage is a form of conserving forage which involves
natural fermentation
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A new online tool to assist with grazing and
management decisions has recently been launched
online and this August it will be expanded to include
Bungendore farms. The online tool ‘Farming
Forecaster’ (farmingforecaster.com.au)
puts weather, soil moisture, pasture production and
livestock performance information at farmers’
fingertips. The tool will allow farmers to interpret
the information and make timely, informed decisions
during increasingly volatile and variable climatic
conditions.   
Leading edge technology  Farming Forecaster has
been developed by South East Local Land
Services, Tablelands Farming Systems, Monaro
Farming Systems and Bookham Agriculture Bureau
in close conjunction with CSIRO research scientists. 
Livestock managers can see how changes in
weather patterns have flow on effects into soil
moisture and pasture productivity. These effects are
based on GrassGro “model” farms at specific
locations across the region. The models are based
on local soil types, pasture species and weather
(current and historical). Farm models also feature a
livestock enterprise that is typical for the local area.  
Determining how much grass you can grow in a
season and applying the appropriate stocking rate
are crucial decisions in a livestock
enterprise. Farming Forecaster enables managers to
get a preview of the likely range in pasture
availability and livestock performance over the next
3-4 months. This information can assist
with decisions around selling or buying livestock or
purchasing and commencement of supplementary
feeding. 
Local applications  Two farm models have been
developed for the Bungendore area and will be
added to Farming Forecaster to reflect the diversity
of the environment and community in this area. One
model is based on “wind blown sands” that can be
found on ridges and areas near Lake George, whilst
a common “Wamboin” clay was also used.  
The models also reflect different management 
 approaches, such as utilising lower inputs on native
grass pastures, compared to a higher intensity
production system with fertiliser and improved
pasture species. Both models are based on a self-
replacing Merino flock. 

Agriculture Advisor with Local Land Services, Helen
Smith says the diversity of soils and management
approaches in the area have important implications
for decision making. “These two new models are 
 designed to help all local livestock managers to
“forecast” their season, consider their options
and decision-making points, regardless of the size or
objectives of their farm.” 
A series of webinars and training videos will be
available shortly to discover how to get the best from
the technology and apply it to everyday
decision making. The website is compatible with
mobile phones, tablets and home computers. 
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Farming Forecaster soil moisture probe.

By Helen Smith and Matt Lieschke – LLS Agriculture Advisors

The new website: The drop-down menus will
soon include a Pasture Forecast for two new
Bungendore farm models.
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ANGLICAN PARISH OF BRAIDWOOD
Eyes On The Road - When driving a car, our eyes
must always stay on the road in order to reach our
destination.  Certainly there are times we need to
glance down to check gauges and make minor driving
adjustments, but if we take our eyes off the road for an
extended time we are sure to have an accident. 
As Christians, God has commissioned us with a higher
purpose for life with wonderful results that continue
into eternity. We accomplish that purpose by keeping
our eyes on God and our Heavenly destination.  But
as with driving, we all need to attend to the things of
this life, like obtaining food, clothing and shelter for
ourselves and family.  
A problem arises when we are overly distracted by the
details of life and get our eyes on attaining wealth,
success and such.  Ironically, we can quickly lose
focus of God in our drive to secure comfort.  When our
eyes are off our eternal destination, it should come of
no surprise when our spiritual life comes to an abrupt
stop. 
In eternity, if God asks why our spiritual-life crashed
and brought no glory to Him, it will be embarrassing to
admit we took our eyes off the Christian objective
because we were too focused on personal objectives
or texting the mundane things of this life.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding.  In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths. Proverbs 3:5-6      Parish Scribbler      

 BRAIDWOOD UNITING CHURCH 

Nehemiah 8:10 says, “Don’t be dejected and
sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!”
Nehemiah doesn’t say, you will be strong in your
joy, but it is God’s joy that brings us strength.
God’s joy and delight in us, and about us, gives
us strength. Knowing God loves me and wants to
grow our relationship brings me strength. Later
on, Jesus says “Abide in me so that you can
enjoy my joy with me, so that my joy would be in
you, as your joy… and your joy may be full” (John
15:5, 11). 
That’s a lot of joy. It is in abiding, in hanging-out
with Jesus, that I am strengthened by His joy. We
don’t live as those who have no hope, for we
have hope now and eternally. We also have
strengthening joy in our relationship with the
Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We can say
with King David, “He helps me, and my heart is
filled with joy” (Psalm 28:7). 
Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting Church, (02)
4842 2568. 
Garage Sale Wednesday 5th August 9-3. Cnr
Duncan & Monkittee Streets. 
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BRAIDWOOD UNITING CHURCH
MIDWEEK Garage Sale 
Wednesday 5th August 9-3. 

Cnr Duncan & Monkittee Streets



The Dark Mirror (1946)
This week marks the end of an era, the year
was ushered in with the death of Kirk Douglas at 
age 103, and now we have lost the last great star of
Hollywood's golden age, Olivia de Havilland (age
104). It's a sad year for fans of classic cinema.  
Olivia de Havilland wasn't my favourite actress, but
as I dug deeper into her filmography I found that
she was versatile and took on more interesting films
than Gone With The Wind and The Adventures Of
Robin Hood. Two of those versatile roles came in
The Dark Mirror, de Havilland plays identical twin
sisters Terry and Ruth Collins. It turns out the twins
aren't as identical as first thought, one is a
psychotic killer, and the other wont reveal which. 
De Havilland shows her acting skill by giving each
twin enough of a distinct personality for the viewer
to tell them apart, but not enough to give away who
the killer is. The Dark Mirror is a film Noir that keeps
you guessing until the end and directed by the great
Robert Siodmak.  THREE AND A HALF STARS.
 (Available on Blu-Ray from British label Arrow
Academy)
 .
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The Missionary (1982)
The Missionary sees Michael Palin take on the role of
Charles Fortescue, a Reverend recently returned from
his 10 year mission in Kenya. Upon his arrival back in
England he is all set to marry his fiancee, but the the
Bishop has another idea and sets him up in the slums
of London to help 'fallen women'. I don't want to give
away any more of the plot, but the original title for the
film was 'The Missionary Position' and the tag-line on
the posters is 'He gave his body to save their souls',
so you kind of get the gist. It's not the type of film that
makes you laugh from beginning to end, but there are
many funny lines spread throughout.
The cast consist of Michael Palin (who also wrote the
screenplay), Maggie Smith, Trevor Howard, Denholm
Elliot, Michael Hordern, Timothy Spall and David
Suchet (in his feature film debut). The film is
beautifully lit and expertly shot. The opening scenes
filmed in Kenya look quite grubby, but seeing as
though the rest of the film looks so good I would say
this is entirely intentional. The restoration performed
by Power House Films has been released via their
Blu-Ray label Indicator. The old DVD is in the wrong
aspect ratio and has been cropped on the sides, this
Blu-Ray release is the only good way to see the film at
home. There is plenty to enjoy with The Missionary
and Monty Python's fans are going to really love it.
FOUR STARS

The Man Who Never Was (1956)
The Man Who Never Was is a war drama about
Operation Mincemeat, a deception employed by the
British to disguise the invasion of Sicily. The operation
involved taking a dead body (in the film a donated
body of Scottish man, in real life the body of a Welsh
tramp. Why don't the Welsh ever get a look in?),
dressing it in pilots clothes, giving him fake
documents, floating the body to the Spanish coast and
letting the Germans get hold of the documents. It's not
one of the major war films, but it was an enjoyable 1
hour 40 minutes. The film stars Clifton Webb, Gloria
Grahame, Stephen Boyd, Robert Flemyng, Josephine
Griffin, Andre Morrell, Joan Hickson and William
Russell (who Doctor Who fans will recognise as Ian
Chesterton from the early 60s era of the show), the
great cast definitely add to the already great story. 
There's nothing special about the cinematography, this
film is all about the story. It's a good War film that
focus on the background operations and not the bang
bang kaboom stuff. THREE AND A HALF STARS.
(Available on Blu-Ray from Zavvi in Britain and on
DVD from eBay in Australia)
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The Dark Mirror (1946)
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The Man Who Never Was (1956)



The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW has laid out its
roadmap for further bushfire recovery, announcing two
new programs funded by donations to the Vinnies Bushfire
Appeal.
All remaining appeal donations held by the Society in
NSW have been allocated to these new programs, fulfilling
the organisation’s promise to use every last dollar to
support bushfire-affected communities.
“Our bushfire response so far has focused on supporting
people on an individual level, and we are so grateful to
Vinnies Bushfire Appeal donors for enabling us to
distribute assistance to more than 4,560 households
across Australia,” said Jack de Groot, CEO of the St
Vincent de Paul Society NSW.
“Now as we move towards longer-term recovery, in NSW
we will focus on projects with community-wide benefit.
Today we are opening applications to the Vinnies NSW
Community Bushfire Grants Program, as well as
announcing our Bushfire Community Development
Program.
“We appreciate that the Black Summer bushfires affected
each community differently, and local residents know their
own needs better than anyone. That’s why we are
partnering with local organisations, as well as placing
experienced workers in the hardest-hit communities so
they can develop locally-tailored recovery projects,” Mr de
Groot said.
Through the Vinnies NSW Community Bushfire Grants
Program, 115 grants of up to $20,000 will be provided to
registered community organisations, helping them to
administer their own local recovery projects. These could
take many forms, from infrastructure repairs to counselling
and education programs and more.
Applications will be accepted in two stages, the first of
which opens today and closes on 23 August. Interested
organisations are invited to visit
www.vinnies.org.au/bushfiregrants to find out more and
apply. 
Funding will also be used to deliver the Vinnies NSW
Bushfire Community Development Program, where
experienced Vinnies community workers will be placed in
a number of areas judged to be most affected by the
bushfires and most vulnerable to ongoing disadvantage.
Vinnies community development workers will consult
widely with residents, councils, local businesses and
organisations, working closely with the community to
develop and lead a tailored plan for local recovery.
The first region to receive support through the Bushfire
Community Development Program will be Kempsey,
where Vinnies began consultations last week.
Niamh Mannion, Executive Director of Services at the
Society NSW said “A dedicated Society social worker will
be based at the Kempsey Recovery Hub for the next
several weeks, and we warmly welcome locals to drop by
and have a chat.”
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Vinnies Braidwood remains temporarily closed and unable
to accept donations. We understand the community
misses the shop, and we are working hard to re-open as
soon as possible. Covid-19 has had financial implications
across the globe, and Vinnies is certainly not immune.
While our shops are available to provide quality goods to
people in need, their primary function is to fund the
programs and services Vinnies run across the region. 
Throughout the pandemic we have had to make tough but
necessary decisions as to which of our shops had to close
in order for us to redirect resources to other centres. Our
Braidwood shop relies heavily on our Mitchell warehouse
for stock and is subsidised by the Society to remain open.
This is something that we are unable to support currently.
We are thankfully now in a position where more of the
shops can start to re-open, however there are many
factors to be considered, particularly the health and
wellbeing of our dedicated volunteers and employees. 
 This relies in part in ensuring the size of the shop is large
enough to safely quarantine all donations for 72 hours
before sorting. We know that many people in the
community also rely on Vinnies shops as a way to make
initial contact with us to ask for help, or simply as a social
interaction. 
Sadly, with social distancing requirements those people
who were already feeling isolated and lonely are now
more so. It is just one reason we are working hard to re-
open as soon as possible. In the meantime, however, our
local volunteer Conference members are still available to
help anyone in need.  
If you need financial support, material aid or just someone
to talk to, please contact us: Call: 0419 445 183 Email:
braidwood.svdpcg@gmail.com 
Visit: Presbytery behind St Bede’s Church, 
Fridays 11am – 1pm 

 

St Vincent De Paul Society NSW announces two new programs for bushfire recovery  
We are open to all ideas about what local recovery should
look like,” Ms Mannion said. Following the roll-out of the
Vinnies NSW Bushfire Community Development
Program in Kempsey, a quick evaluation will take place
before the program is expanded to other communities
across the state.
These two new programs from the Society in NSW stand
alongside recovery initiatives from Vinnies  Canberra
/Goulburn, which independently provides services to the
ACT and much of the South Coast region. The application
process for grants in these areas will be announced
shortly by Vinnies Canberra/Goulburn.
For more information about the St Vincent de Paul
Society’s work in bushfire relief and recovery across
Australia, visit www.vinnies.org.au/bushfire. 

Braidwood Vinnies remains closed, but
help still available to all those in need
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A new service available to businesses recovering from the
Black Summer bushfires. A team of experienced
“Strengthening Business” facilitators are in fire-affected
regions in NSW, Victoria and SA, as part of the Australian
Government’s commitment to rebuilding strong
communities.  
The Entrepreneurs’ Programme departmental representative
says the government service deploys experienced advisors
who understand the uniqueness of each local area. 
“These facilitators have proven skills and experience in
helping small-to-medium businesses develop strategies to
rebuild and grow, pivot, diversify, or perhaps even use their
existing skills and knowledge to start something entirely
new.”
“This is a free service that will complement the existing
recovery effort. Businesses can apply to work with our
experts to determine the best way to get their systems, staff,
operations and finances back on track.” they said.
A network of Entrepreneurs’ Programme facilitators will work
with businesses on longer-term strategies to make sure that
whatever is put in place now, strengthens their business to
be more resilient tomorrow.
“Small businesses are the backbone of regional economies.
It is vital their recovery is led locally, to encourage economic
growth, ensure ongoing job creation, and future
sustainability within the communities.”
“Of course, these businesses continue to be affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, on top of the hardships cause by the
bushfires.” they said. 
While the primary focus remains recovery, the support from
the Entrepreneurs’ Programme will assist in establishing
resilience safeguards, for any future crisis events. 
“Facilitators guide businesses in accessing government
support so they can minimise the impact of COVID-19 on
their ability to forge ahead,” they said. 
Strengthening Business is one of the services delivered by
the Entrepreneurs’ Programme, supporting Australian
business, within the Department of Industry, Science,
Energy and Resources. 
“Using the Entrepreneurs’ Programme’s extensive network
across Australia has allowed us to quickly stand up this
initiative and draw on the wealth of business  expertise that
we have at our fingertips to support our bushfire recovery
efforts.” they said.
The Strengthening Business initiative is part of the
Government’s Bushfire Affected Small Business Rebuild
package. The package also includes a $10,000 grant for
eligible businesses, distributed through state government
business services, and 20-odd National Bushfire Recovery
Agency officers, who help locals navigate support on the
ground. Fire-affected businesses can apply for
Strengthening Business services at business.gov.au/EP or
through their local bushfire recovery coordinators.

Strengthening Business in 
Bushfire-affected Communities
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Work is continuing on our new build project and the
two main areas of focus are the new
staff/administration block and the refurbishment of
Block F. With the concrete slab completed over the
school holidays, the wall frames are now being
installed for the new staff/
administration building. Later this week the roof
trusses will be delivered and installation of these will
begin. If you are travelling down Ryrie Street past
the school you will be able to see this new
building emerging over the top of the site fence.
Block F has been completely stripped and
refurbishment of the interior is well underway with
some serious structural work being undertaken to
accommodate the changed lay out which will include
shared learning spaces and an outdoor Cola area
attached to the
building.
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BCS New Build Update
Spare a thought for year 12s barrelling towards
the HSC during a pandemic. For applicants
whose studies were negatively affected as a
result of circumstances beyond their control
or choosing, the Universities Admissions Centre
(UAC) have added three new additional EAS
categories to address financial disadvantages
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and severe
family disruption caused by the bushfires. 
If you don't qualify for these new disadvantages,
there are many other EAS categories available. 
Contact via Facebook or Instagram or call on
(02) 9752 0200.
Go to the link to download a copy of the EAS
disadvantage categories. 
https://www.uac.edu.au/…/docu…/eas/eas-
application-guide.pdf

EDUCATIONAL ACCESS SCHEMES
For Year 12 students

NEW TAX BREAK FOR WORKING FROM HOME
COVID-19 has seen lots of us working from home for the
first time. In fact, over the last few months 10.5 million
Australians (68% of working Australians) have worked
from home. According to think-tank, The Centre for
Future Work, that could spark the end of normal work
patterns, with more people requesting the option to work
remotely. With tax time upon us, the good news is that
the tax office is making it easier to claim the cost of
working from home during COVID-19. A simple 80 cents
per hour deduction.



Results:   
Saturday July 25 - Medley Irish 3 Ball Stableford 
 The Betty & Vic Jones Memorial Trophy. Many
thanks to David Jones.
Winners:  Brendan Sly, Tom Duffy, Nick Fry - 77pts
Runners Up: Mark Newman, Rod Royds, Tom Duffy
- 72pts   Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens, John Harb,
Scott Gwinn - 71pts, Margy Gardner, Donna Kuhn,
Nick Fry - 69pts c/b

Yoga pose of the week with Christina Jagusiak

Men’s Competition - Register by 12 noon for a
12.15 pm Hit off
Women’s Competition - Register by 11.15 for a
11.30 Hit off
40th Annual Sapphire Coast Week of Golf.
October 17-25, 2020. Details are on the Notice
Board. 
RMC Women’s Open Day, August 13, cost $30,
closing date August 4. Please Contact Michelle if
you are interested. 
CSGA FOURSOMES CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020,
Gold Creek Golf Club, Sunday August 23. Closing
August 18. $35 per player, $70 per pair. Please
Contact Michelle if you are interested. 
GOULBURN GOLF CLUB –WOMEN’S OPEN 3
PERSON STABROSE, WED 26th August 2020,
Closing Aug 19. COST: $15 ea player. Please
contact Michelle if you are interested.

Coming Events
Saturday August 1:
Men’s Stroke (Monthly Medal) 
Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medal) 
Saturday August 8: Men’s Single Stableford- Ross
Lawless Trophy Women’s Single Stableford – Braidwood
Beauty Studio Trophy
Saturday August 15: Committee Meeting 10.30am.
Men’s 2BBB Stableford - Greg & Les Hart Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford – Di Freeman Trophy  
Saturday  August 22:
Men’s Single Stableford – Steve Cansell Trophy Women’s
Single Stableford – Amanda Hall Trophy  
Saturday August 29:
Medley 2BBB Stableford – 12.15 pm. Hit Off-All Players
Daagun Aboriginal Corporation Trophy
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To practice - Begin kneeling. 
Step one leg out in front of you and lunge into that leg.
Check that the knee is in line with the ankle, if ahead, move
foot further forward. If balanced bring the palms together in
front of the chest. Either remain there or raise the arms up
over the head and arch the arms, head and torso back
slightly. Hold for as long as  comfortable then lower the
hands return back to kneeling and practice for the same
duration to the other side.

Braidwood
Golf Club News

Half Moon Pose – Ardha Chandrasana
A great yoga pose for balance and stability. This pose
strengthens the ankles, stretches the psoas and hip flexor
muscles and helps to open the chest.

Braidwood Scouts meets at the Scout Hall in Coghill
St. Meetings for boys and girls are held on Thursday
nights from 5pm. Please note there has been a
slight change in timings for some meetings in order
for the Group to follow COVID-19 Safe
guidelines.
·  Joeys (ages 5 to 7 ) – 5pm to 6pm  
·  Cubs (ages 8 to 11) – 6:15pm to 7:30pm 
·  Scouts (ages 12 to 14) – 6:30pm to 8pm 
·  Venturers (ages 15 to 17) – 6:30pm to 8pm 
For more information please contact Leader In
Charge Malcolm Campbell (mbl 0429 455 483,
email malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.com.au)

Braidwood Scouts
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    ~ Continued from page 20 
However, the Redbacks matched comp favourites Taralga in every facet
of the game and showed absolute resilience in Defence delivering the
coaching staff plenty to work with at training this week. Three points
went to Billy Halligan, two points Joshua Southwell-Nobbs and one-point
Matt Thornton.
Getting the Redbacks on the field this year has been huge effort by all
those involved. The COVID-19 disaster has presented many challenges
across the whole community including major changes to our normal
lives and we are
absolutely grateful that we have been able finally get back on the field
and play some sport, be it under strict conditions. Many people become
quite fragile under these kind of conditions and our ability to play sport
and feel the comradery certainly helps our mental well-being.
Subsequently we would like to send out a huge thankyou to Tanya
Hayes who took up the position of  Braidwood Redbacks COVID-19
Manager. Tanya has worked extremely hard over the last 5 weeks,
under guidance of the NSW Government and Brumbies, in developing
a COVID-19 Management Plan that sets the strict rules and regulations
around Rugby training and match days. Additionally, Tanya has been at
every training ensuring that the Players and coaching staff adhere to
these strict guidelines which include the continual cleaning of balls and
equipment and player hand sanitising. 
Additionally, the Redbacks would like to thank the Braidwood
community for following the “no spectator on the ground” rule that has
been directed by the NSW Government. Our home ground support is
usually worth at least 12 points for the Redbacks - we definitely missed
you!
Next week sees the Redbacks travelling to arch-rivals Bungendore
where we will be trying to win the Palerang Shield for the second year in
a row!      By Nick Pengelly 
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Redbacks run on against Taralga

Harry Shoemark busting going over the tryline. Photo Kathy Toirkens  

Braidwood Pool tiling complete
We have completed the
refurbishment of the Braidwood
Pool. This project replaced
underground plumbing
infrastructure, repaired the water
proofing and included a retile of
both the main pool and the
toddler pool. Thanks to $1m in
funding from the NSW
Government, we will have
another major project at the pool
after the next summer season.
This larger project will include
the refurbishment of the change
rooms and the kiosk, and the
installation of solar water
heating. This is planned to
commence in March 2021.

Braidwood Pool 
tiling complete
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The South Coast/Monaro Rugby Championship finally
got underway last Sturday for the Braidwood
Redbacks with a close loss to last year’s grand
finalists the Taralga Tigers by 28 to 17. 
In very tough encounter the Tigers ran out four tries to
three in an exciting game that demonstrates the
Redbacks will be genuine finals contenders for the
shortened 2020 campaign. 
The Redbacks this season have been bolstered by
local lads Fynn Walker, Matt Thornton and Jeremy
Ramm to add some youthfulness into a side that have
incrementally gone from strength to strength since
there reintroduction into the competition in 2017.
The try scorers for the Redbacks were captain Jake
Holland, prop Kris Anderson and fullback Harry
Shoemark who has now scored 19 tries for the
Redbacks in two years. Coach Box Hayes was forced
to make positional changes over the last few
weeks with vice-captain Cade Graf moving from No. 8
to the front row and Robbie Bell finding his home at
outside centre. 
Veteran Billy Halligan, who had put in an exception
pre-season slotted into No.8 and showed strength and
speed up  the middle that defied his advancing years
and subsequently earned him man of the match and
the Players Player award. As with most season
opening games many of the set moves were a little
rusty which will only improve as the season advances.
                                             ~Continued Page 19
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Redbacks run on against in-form by Taralga 

Matt Thornton in his debut game for Snr Redbacks 
Photo Kathy Toirkens  

Kris Anderson offloads. Photo Kathy Toirkens  




