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Change of reins at The Saddle Camp

Institute for Self Crafting acquires The Saddle Camp: Hollie Bakerboljkovac and Helen Faulkner, two Braidwood
business women who share a vision of supporting young women and girls to live their dreams, have today confirmed a
deal between their two entities that will see Institute for Self Crafting instituteforselfcrafting.com taking on The Saddle
Camp Riding School saddlecamp.com.au.                                                                                      > Continued Page 2
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> Continued from page 1 
A new era was born when Hollie approached Helen about
the rumour she wanted to sell the school she has so lovingly
grown out of the Bombay landscape. 
Helen and the Faulkners have been lighting up girls’ lives in
Braidwood and beyond for 23 years, giving horse-loving
girls the opportunity to have their own pony for a day, or a
weekend or longer, while they learn horsemanship skills,
riding techniques and exploring the trails of Helen and Rob’s
168 acre property. 
Helen started her horse business when she was 21 years
old. “I’ve loved every moment of it, except for that drought in
2018-19. It was heartbreaking watching everything slowly
die around me. It was a very lonely time, letting staff go and
then letting horses go.” The Black Summer Bushfires
heavily impacted the Faulkner’s property, later to be further
affected by floods, and COVID lockdowns. The outcome
was an overwhelming workload. “Holding everything
together by myself was not going so well.” 
When QPRC sponsored Helen to join the Regionality Agri-
Tourism program, it opened her mind to the option of
divestment of enterprise. Divestment offered an answer to
how to continue the running of the well-loved camp, care for
the horses and land, feed and care for the riders and keep
on top of Government regulations. 
The divestment of Helen’s enterprise sees the riding school
portion of The Saddle Camp sold to Institute for Self
Crafting, so Helen can focus on her interest in local food,
soil development and biodiversity of the natural landscape. 
Braidwood Farmstay braidwoodfarmstay.com.au is Helen's
ongoing focus, and will include the on-site Tiny House
accommodation, farm tours and delicious meals from the
Cafe. Plus, Helen will still be on site to pack the brownies for
the horse riding girls out on the trails. 
One of the horse-loving girls who has benefited from
Helen’s mentorship, is Hollie’s home educated daughter
Kiah, who has worked at The Saddle Camp since she was 9
years old. Having returned to home schooling earlier this
year, The Saddle Camp has become Kiah’s ‘school’,
learning the ins and outs of running a business,
communicating with staff and customers and of course
caring for the horses all the girls know and love. 
For Kiah, “Working at The Saddle Camp all the time would
mean getting stronger and learning more every single day,”
she says in the announcement video launched on social
media this week. 

Change of reins at The Saddle Camp
Kiah wants to give other girls “support and a fun time
riding on whichever horse they want”. 
Hollie, who is a registered Counsellor with an
overflowing wait list and coaches martial
arts/movement classes on the side, says The Saddle
Camp perfectly aligns with what her work stands for.
“I’m interested in providing opportunities for people to
grow into their whole, authentic Self, by learning how to
relate to others without violence.” She says
relationships with horses encourage people to meet the
challenging themes of life in healthy communication,
rather than relying on detrimental patterns. 
Hollie’s counselling clinic will transition to The Saddle
Camp premises in October, where she will also run the
long awaited Wednesday night advanced Ninja classes
for students of the Motion Ninja Academy. Equine
Psychotherapy will be available in 2022.
The Saddle Camp changes hands on September 1st,
and will open for business again after lockdown, 5 days
per week. Weekday adventures and after school
programs will be available again in term 4. 
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Last Call on Climate
Dr Geoff Davies (Bugle 25th Aug)
makes the valid point that we have
no time left to fluff about debating
the existence of climate change. We
have to act now if we are to
meaningfully contribute to saving our
planet. And if our actions are to
count, they must be relevant, timely,
sizeable...and sustained. Mere
tokenism (a vague promise here, a
minor initiative there) isn't going to
cut the mustard. Yet tokenism (as
Davies points out) has been all
we've got from our major parties
over the past decade. The Coalition
has had to be reluctantly dragged to
the table, preferring to walk
backwards into the future pretending
that all will be well with a few minor
tweaks. Labor used to fight against
the overly complacent approach of
The Coalition - until Shorten (and to
a lesser extent the Greens)
frightened Queensland mine
workers about their job security and
alienated retirees and investors
everywhere with threats to reduce
capital gains concessions, impose
negative gearing restrictions and
limit franking dividend entitlements.
Those proposals frightened the
electorate, resulting in the 'miracle'
of 2019 when Morrison won
government against expert
predictions. 
Both major parties are unlikely to do
better in 2022. The dictates of
internal-power-politics will ensure
the LNP remains half-hearted in
attacking climate change. The Labor
Party will (as it has recently flagged)
be more timid than usual for fear of
damaging its electoral prospects by
again championing the need for
strong climate policy.
Dr. Davies reaches the same
conclusions. He goes on to
recommend we not vote for either of
the major parties. Rather he
recommends selecting and voting
for candidates/minor parties who
promise more and stronger action
on climate. It's here we part
company. Here are three reasons
why.
First, most minor parties are on the
‘right’ if not the ‘extreme right’
(PHON, Palmer etc). Yes, The
Greens are an alternative, but will
find it harder to work in concert with
a 'new', low profile Labor party to
advance progressive causes. 

Second, unless the next election
results in a 'hung' parliament, the
influence of independents and
small parties will be minor in terms
of pressuring governments to
change their policy directions.
Third, independents and small
parties are dependent on one or a
small number of electorates for
their re-election. If they deviate
from their supporters' specific
demands, they risk losing their
seat. Such a sensitivity to local
needs can make independents shy
about taking on 'big' (often divisive)
issues. For all these reasons
voting for independents and fringe
parties is unlikely to force the
major parties to change their
policies in a substantive way. It
may make us feel better to express
our dissatisfaction with the major
parties by voting for others, but it is
unlikely to prove an effective way
to achieve changes required on
climate policy. If Australian political
history teaches us nothing else, it
teaches us that. 
Voters need to force our whole
political class to reform its ways, to
accept that Australian citizens
demand they stop focusing on their
own political power plays and
refocus their efforts on governing
in the Country's long-term
interests. Atypically strong voter
action will be needed in 2022 to
achieve that goal because our
political class has repeatedly
demonstrated no interest in
reforming itself. In 2022 our
message to all politicians must be
'no reform from you, no mandate
for any of you from us.' Such a
circuit breaker (similar to a boycott)
is one way to shock our politicians
into taking action. If we voters
don't deliver such an ultimatum,
we risk running out of time to avert
a climate calamity...and Australia
will suffer. It's time we voters used
our electoral muscle rather than
just whinge about the obvious
failures of the politicians we elect.
As Dr. Davies says, the 2022
election will indeed be our ‘last call
on climate’. It's up to us voters to
make sure we don't drop the ball.
Tim Lenehan
Ballalaba

Re: Australia's Emissions
Reduction Target Lies Beneath
Our Feet (BB 25/8/21)
Mr Gary Nairn of Mulloon Institute is a great
one for the big promises, not shy with self-
promotion either.
He knows better than the scientists of the IPCC
(BB 70). His breathtakingly arrogant claim is
that global emissions reductions aren’t as
important as his leaky weirs. 
Hope he misquoted himself, because any
Institute chairman who believes such trash
should be sacked. 
Sure, landscape rehydration is a good thing to
be doing. Nabateans, Hopi, Aborigines and
Aztecs have been doing it forever. MI didn’t
invent it.
The incessant press releases about ‘world
class,’ ‘award winning‘, ‘first‘ and ‘only ‘ projects
are fact light and full of spin.
Sometimes they throw a in number (129 %
SOM increase in 10 years!). Meaningless
without baseline figures broken down by
topography. 
Mostly they seem to be exercises in self-
promotion and fund raising.
Photos on MI website show us a degraded,
compacted grazing property with little work
done outside the stream corridor.
No sign of integrated tree belts, silviculture,
ecological succession, fodder/shelter hedges
for the chickens, soil decompaction works,
efforts to connect floodplain laterally to the
slopes , desilting of relic billabongs ,
extensive habitat plantings, renovation of
moribund locked up regrowth on ridges, etc.
Fixing the creek is nice, but what use is MI
advice to land holders who don’t own a broken
creek?
Could Mr Nairn please favour us with verifiable
facts in his next press release?
Not a lot to ask for in return for his $ 4 million
gov grants, I think. 
Questions please:
-Initial soil carbon content in % and tons per ha
on flood plain, slopes and ridges?
-Same after ten years of operation?
-When is soil carbon saturation (upper limit)
expected. How will the property continue to
absorb carbon after that point?
-Carbon budget including cow methane output
and imported chicken feed?
-Penetrometer readings on flood plain, slopes
and ridges?
-Strategy to deal with loss of and GHG
emissions from the keystone willows to aphid
attack?
-May we see a copy of the oft quoted UN SDG
award please?
-Biosecurity protocols for staff working in
known Phytopthera infected sites?
With answers in mind the public can decide if
MI is a worth a donation, or is just a Potemkin
Farm
PA Marshall, Reidsdale
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Dale Husking: Business Development Manager Bungendore
Malisa Wah: Customer Service Officer Bungendore
Sally Harrison: Customer Service Officer Bungendore
Melinda O’Dea: Customer Relationship Manager Braidwood.

The Board of Directors of Palerang Financial Services (PFS) Ltd (Braidwood and Bungendore Community
Bank branches) recently employed 4 new staff members within both branches. They also implemented some
internal restructure of positions.  We welcome the following staff members:

New faces and roles at Braidwood and
Bungendore Community Bank Branches

Positional changes:
Nick Fry: previously Branch Manager Braidwood
to Community Development Manager-
Braidwood Bungendore and Crookwell.
PFS recently achieved a landmark of celebrating
$4m towards projects in the Braidwood and
Bungendore district in the form of sponsorships,
donations and grants. This cannot be done
without our customers and we continually require
growth in our business to enable us to be
profitable and be in a position to continue our
sponsorships.
Part of the restructure is Braidwood Branch
Manager, Nick Fry, to take up a new position of
Community Engagement Manager. Nick’s
passion for the Braidwood community is well
known and he will bring that passion to
Bungendore and Crookwell. 
We look forward to continue to provide our
communities with full banking services with
Braidwood celebrating 19 years of being
operational on the 6th of September 2021 and
Bungendore recently achieving 15 years in July
2021.

Jess D’arcy is now the Branch Operations
Manager at Braidwood and similarly Sally
Stevenson has the same role at Bungendore
branch.

My name is Nick Fry and I
moved from Sydney to
Braidwood in August 1995 with
my wife Lesley and 2 children
James and Ashleigh. Our
youngest child, Harry, was born
in 1999, actually the 9th of
September 1999, so he has a
birthdate of 09/09/1999.
Over the past 26 years, I have
been involved in a wide variety
community, school and sporting
groups, each one giving me
tremendous satisfaction. For
those who know me, know that I
have a passion and dedication
for this community.

We moved to Braidwood to
purchase a hospitality business
and ran that for 10 years or so.
Prior to moving to Braidwood, I
had never heard of Braidwood or
where it was located. 
The only Braidwood I knew was
that when I met Lesley she lived
in Braidwood Avenue, North
Epping, Sydney.
When we sold the business, I
was approached by the Manager
of the Braidwood Community
Bank at the time, Craig Pettit, if I
was interested in working for the
Community Bank? Craig knew
that I had a banking background
in Sydney. That was back in the
beginning of 2007 and the rest is
history.
I feel that I have the ideal
employment which compliments
my community passion and
assist customers to reach their
financial goals.
The kids have now left home
which leaves Lesley, our 17 year
old Labrador, Tyson, the 4
alpacas and half a dozen chooks. 

Hi my name is Mel,
I am your local Customer Relationship
Manager at Braidwood Bendigo Community
Bank. I am here to assist you with your lending
needs and to provide you with quality financial
solutions. I grew up in Portland, Victoria and
spent 6 years in Darwin before moving to
Braidwood 16 months ago. I have been in
lending / finance for 10+ years, with a Diploma
in Finance & Mortgage Broking and a Diploma
of Management. I started my finance career at
17 years old working for Holden processing car
loans and insurance policies. I worked for ANZ
as a home loan specialist for 5 years providing
various mortgage scenarios including home
and investment property purchases,
constructions loans, investment portfolios,
refinances, mortgage increases, divorce
settlements and debt consolidation. My partner
Mitch works at Dargues underground Gold
mine at Majors Creek. 

Melinda O’Dea: Customer
Relationship Manager Braidwood.

We have a cheeky son Mason who
is almost one who certainly keeps us
on our toes. 
In our spare time we enjoy camping,
motorbike riding and going to the
beach and I enjoy horse riding and
playing netball. I have a passion for
helping people improve their
financial position, whether that be by
assisting clients to grow their
investment portfolio, helping
someone achieve purchasing their
first home or saving people money
by providing a better financial
solution. Being a part of the Bendigo
Community model is a very
rewarding feeling knowing that our
profits go back into the community.
Bendigo is a bank making a
difference and improving our
community for generations to come!



Hi my name is Dale. 
I’m the new Lending Manager, based at the
Bungendore Branch. I handle all the Home
Loans enquiries and also deal with Business
Loans up to $200k and Leasing / Equipment
Finance transactions.
I have been in the Banking Industry for 31 yrs
(13 yrs of this with Bendigo Bank, as their
Business Banker based in Canberra).
I enjoy helping people achieve their financial
goals.
Outside of work, I have 3 sons, aged 20, and
twins aged 17 and live in the Manar region
(half way between Braidwood &
Bungendore). My passion is growing my own
food, building things and living sustainably as
I can.  I look forward to helping you achieve
your financial goals.
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Dale Husking: Business Development Manager Bungendore

New faces and roles at Braidwood and Bungendore Community Bank Branches

Bungendore Branch

Hi there, my name is Sally.
I am a Customer Service Officer (Bank
Teller) at the Bungendore branch. I
have really enjoyed the challenges this
new role has provided and I look
forward to meeting customers with a
myriad of enquiries to keep me on my
toes.
 
I have always lived in the Bungendore
area and have always enjoyed
discovering the sense of community in
and around Bungendore. Since starting
at the bank 2 months ago I have learnt
how much the bank assists, supports
and gives back to local community
groups in a way that I have never
experienced or associated with banks
before. 
I have a son who has just turned two
and I am expecting another baby in
November. My husband and I have
always lived in wide open spaces and I
am looking forward to giving my
children the same opportunity to
embrace the small community spirit
and a rural upbringing.
Sally Harrison,  Customer Service
Officer 

My name is Malisa
I have lived in Bungendore almost 9 years
and have 2 older step-daughters and 2 sons
at Bungendore public School. 
My work background is with Woolworths for
20 years in management but more recently I
have spent the last couple of years running
the canteen at our local primary school. I
have continued to manage the canteen on a
purely voluntary basis now since I started at
the Bungendore Community Bank in June. I
am also the Treasurer for Abbeyfield
Disability Home in Goulburn on a voluntary
basis. 
I joined the banking organisation as I have
an interest in banking and anything financial
in life and working part-time suits my family
life and being local is a benefit. Since joining
the team at Bungendore I have enjoyed
meeting community people and working with
the great team of Sally, Rosie and Dale. 
My hobbies are reading and just spending
time with my family and friends. I enjoy
watching cooking shows or coking itself and
springtime is my favourite time of year. 
I very much look forward to the next few
years in my new position and meeting more
of the community. 



With stay-at-home orders currently in place across NSW, shoppers
are encouraged to jump online and support regional businesses
without leaving their home by checking out the myriad of gifts
available on the NSW Government’s Buy Regional website.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW John Barilaro said
online gift shopping is a great way to support regional businesses
during the lockdown, particularly with Father’s Day just around the
corner.
“We know that businesses in the bush are doing it tougher than
ever with the ongoing COVID-19 situation across the state, so now
is the perfect time to support our country communities by buying
direct from the producers online,” Mr Barilaro said.
“During this lockdown I’ve taken the opportunity to try out new
recipes and I encourage others to do the same. What better way to
indulge your taste buds than with a condiment gift pack from The
Other Chef, or a carefully curated beer and snack package from
the Riverina Hamper Co.
“It’s no secret that Buy Regional has an impressive array of farm-
fresh meat, hand-distilled spirits and unique fashion and homeware
design pieces, with more than 500,000 online shoppers visiting the
website since its launch in 2019.”
Mr Barilaro said Buy Regional is a win-win for Sydney siders who
can score a special present for their dad or a father figure this
Father’s Day while supporting regional businesses at the same
time.
“Buy Regional continues to go from strength to strength and
provides critical economic stimulus to hundreds of businesses who
have battled through drought, bushfires, floods and the continuing
impacts of COVID-19,” Mr Barilaro said.
“Many rural towns are seeing good harvests after much needed
rains across the state over the last year, but in the face of the
pandemic they still need your support, and there’s no better way to
help regional businesses than by giving them your business.”
To register your regional business or to lock in the perfect
lockdown gift, head to the Buy Regional website.  
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Dry aged beef
New to Braidwood Butchery

Braidwood Butchery have invested in a dry-
aged fridge for all the meat enthusiasts out
there. The meat is kept in a humidity and
temperature controlled fridge, which improves
flavour and tenderness of the meat over time. 
The Butchery is currently taking orders and will
have steaks ready to go in around a month’s
time that can be bought over the counter.
Come and see the guys about booking your
piece of dry aged steak to take home to create
your very own gourmet meal! It’s like no steak
you have ever had before! 

Lock in the perfect lockdown gift on the
NSW Government's Buy Regional website

https://www.nsw.gov.au/regional-nsw/buy-regional
https://www.theotherchef.com.au/
https://theriverinahamperco.com.au/
http://www.nsw.gov.au/buyregional
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Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds
St Bede's Book Week fun in Lockdown 

This Year, schools across Australia celebrated Book Week. Costumes
were organized, children and teachers dressed up, books were
discovered, Trivia questions across the grades were asked, and yet
there was one difference, one change, it was all done virtually. 
In 1945, the Children’s Book Council of Australia was established. Its
goal was to “promote the literary experience for children and assure
the scope and vitality of children's books. 

The annual CBCA Book of the Year Awards
affirm the quality of some of Australia’s most
creative people and provide a boost to their
capacity to devote time to their craft.”
(https://cbca.org.au/about-the-awards)
In 1946 the very first awards were
announced. Since that time, Book Week has
grown into what we now acknowledge in
schools across Australia as a time to devote
to reading and celebrating both Fiction and
Non-Fiction books. Children and teachers
dress up to acknowledge their favourite
authors and illustrators. 
The staff and students at St Bede’s
embraced this tradition virtually. Book Week
trivia games were held, and both the staff
and students dressed up for this time-
honoured tradition.

https://cbca.org.au/about-the-awards
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James, Owen, Ash and Katie from BCS 

Braidwood Central School  Book Week fun in Lockdown 
Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds
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By Tim Lenehan 
It lies at the heart of most Australian's understanding of
what a robust democracy is all about. Nobody likes being
told what to do, yet alone what to think. We all have the
right to express our opinion on any subject we choose. We
all have the right to pursue goals we believe in, those we
believe are in our own self-interest. We all (to extend this
line of thinking) have the right to ignore or resist any group
or authority that attempts to force us to do anything we
don't want to do. Such catch cries are foremost in the
minds of those who march to protest against Covid
restrictions...and those who (less publicly, often covertly
and sometimes lyingly) ignore those restrictions when it
comes to modifying their own behaviours. 'Freedom'
justifies all.
The idea of 'being able to do whatever you want to do
whenever you choose' isn't freedom, it's selfishness. It's
selfishness because those who espouse such self- focused
versions of freedom almost invariably fail to consider the
effect their actions might have on others. Our health
authorities continually point out that if we all don't socially
isolate (wear masks, get vaccinated, go into proper
quarantine etc.) the virus will spread to infect others and
kill the vulnerable. 'Who cares?'. 'I don't believe in Covid,
it's a myth' the conspiracy theorists say. 'Masks don't work'
say others. 'Vaccines are dangerous and should be
avoided' say those who are confident that their
understanding of medical matters is as good as any
expert's. 'It's a disease that only kills the old, not young and
fit people like me - why should I be stopped enjoying life,
why shouldn't I party on. That would be unfair!' say those
who believe in a fun-for-me-first lifestyle.

Australians who don't think about anything, but their own
assumed rights aren't freedom fighters. By ignoring the
costs they impose on their fellow citizens - by way of
spreading disease amongst those with whom they come
into contact, putting health workers (the very professionals
they'd be dependent on for care if they took ill) at greater
risk, the huge economic costs and unemployment burdens
associated with widespread lockdowns - they are acting
both selfishly and irresponsibly.
You've heard many versions of their excuses and whinges
in the media and on social sites. What we don't hear is that
these self-same freedom lovers would be indignant if the
rest of society said 'OK, you've made your conscious choice
to not comply. That carries consequences for you. 'The
authorities already impose hefty monetary fines for non
compliance...but what if they went further and said 'since
you've chosen to ignore health regulations don't expect
our already stretched health system to stretch itself
further to accommodate you should you contract Covid. If
it's proved you've knowingly violated the rules you'll be
charged for your medical treatment. It may drive home the
point for those people to realise that it costs taxpayers
around $5,000 a day for each person in an ICU bed
(excluding overheads and equipment). Such a draconian
penalty won't, of course, be introduced. 

Freedom is a marvellous aspiration. 
But imagine the reaction of the non-compliers if they were
told something like that. 'You can't do that. I'm entitled to
first class medical treatment for free. That's my right as an
Australian!' they'd almost certainly protest. Maybe the
shock of such a move would finally cause the penny to drop
and they'd realise that citizenship involves them meeting
their responsibilities as well as demanding their rights.

As we've recently seen it only takes a small number of non-
compliers to spread this new Delta variant nationwide.
Strong action is needed to dissuade a self-obsessed
minority from continuing to ignore the obvious. A less
extreme option to the hypothetical example above would
be to start naming and shaming violators publicly -not only
by publishing their photos, names and address in the
media (including and especially the local media where they
live and work) but also by publishing profiles of what they
do for a living etc - ie. full profiles. Perhaps even going as
far as publishing their neighbour and/or workmate
reactions to what they did. We need to impress upon those
who are tempted to try and get away with it that they will
be exposed as the bad citizens they are.

CAM welcomes court win by bushfire survivors
Climate Action Monaro (CAM) has welcomed decision by the
NSW Land and Environment Court in favour of Bushfire
Survivors for Climate Action (BSCA) against the NSW
Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The court found the
EPA must develop environmental quality objectives,
guidelines and policies to ensure environment protection
from climate change.
CAM President Ms Jo Oddie says it is a landmark decision
which will have considerable ramifications with
governments now being held to account on climate policy.
“Bushfire survivors know all too well the links between
bushfires and climate change. The fires of Black Summer in
2019-20 followed three years of severe drought that we
know were exacerbated by climate change,” says Ms Oddie.
“The BSCA’s case was clearly helped by the testimony of
former Chief Scientist, Prof Penny Sackett, who presented
expert scientific evidence on the links between bushfires
and climate change.
“It was the first time such evidence was allowed in an
Australian court. Now the ball is in the EPA’s court to
develop and implement policies that ensure environmental
protection from climate change.”
Ms Oddie says the best policy would be to introduce a
carbon price despite neither major party being willing to
support one.
“The Gillard Government’s carbon price has been the only
measure that has brought emissions down in this country. It
had no ill effect on the economy. There is abundant
evidence from many nations that carbon prices are effective
in driving carbon emission reductions.
“Failing that, the EPA could require industry to reduce
emissions to safe levels. The Grattan Institute provided an
excellent blueprint on that just this week.”

https://grattan.edu.au/report/towards-net-zero-practical-policies-to-reduce-industrial-emissions/
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activate your support network
acknowledge feelings of distress
seek professional support early if you’re having
difficulties.

This article is adapted from a piece previously published on
Beyond Blue’s website.
There are a number of different ways that people can
manage their wellbeing.
The coronavirus pandemic has had a profound impact
on all facets of society. It's crucial that people take a
practical approach to dealing with COVID-19.
Try to maintain perspective
While it is reasonable for people to be concerned about
the outbreak of coronavirus, try to remember that
medical, scientific and public health experts around the
world are working hard to contain the virus, treat those
affected and develop a vaccine as quickly as possible.
Find a healthy balance in relation to media coverage
Being exposed to large volumes of negative information
can heighten feelings of anxiety. While it's important to
stay informed, you may find it useful to limit your media
intake if it is upsetting you or your family.
Try to maintain a practical and calm approach
Widespread panic can complicate efforts to manage the
outbreak effectively. Do your best to stay calm and
follow official advice, particularly around observing good
hygiene habits. The Australian Psychological Society has 
advice about maintaining positive mental health during
the outbreak.
Try not to make assumptions
To contribute to a sense of community wellbeing, try to
remember that the coronavirus can affect anyone
regardless of their nationality or ethnicity and remember
that those with the disease have not done anything
wrong.
Seek support
It’s normal to feel overwhelmed or stressed by news of
the outbreak. We encourage people who have
experienced mental health issues in the past to:

For those already managing a mental health issue,
continue with your treatment plan and monitor for any
new symptoms.
Social contact and maintaining routines can be
supportive for our mental health and wellbeing. In
circumstances where this is not possible, staying
connected with friends and family online or by phone
may assist. Beyond Blue also has a dedicated page on its
forums about  coping during the coronavirus outbreak.
Acknowledge feelings of distress and seek further
professional support if required.
Beyond Blue has fact sheets about  anxiety  and offers
other practical advice and resources at 
beyondblue.org.au .
 The  Beyond Blue Support Service  offers short term
counselling and referrals by phone and webchat on 1800
512 348.
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Ways to look after your mental
health amid the  pandemic Have you had your Covid-19 vaccine yet? 

At Capital Chemist Braidwood, we have now vaccinated 3 in 10
Braidwood residents! An amazing result – we are so pleased so
many people have taken the time to give themselves the best
protection against Covid-19. 
If you haven’t yet made an appointment, we can vaccinate
anyone over the age of 18 with the AstraZeneca Covid-19
vaccine and you can book at: 
https://capital-chemist-braidwood.pharmacybookings.com.au or
by calling our team on 02 4842 2528. We provide vaccination
appointments 3 days per week so there is plenty of space for
everyone. 
The AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine is an extremely safe and
effective vaccine against Covid-19 and provides up to 95%
protection against severe Covid-19 disease and hospitalisations.
If you have any questions regarding the safety of any of the
vaccines (everything has potential adverse reactions!), our
pharmacists are happy to have a chat in person or over the
phone. 
It is likely we will have access to the new Moderna vaccine, but
we haven’t been advised a timeframe for this yet. We will let you
all know as soon as we know. 
Children aged 12 and over are now eligible to receive a Pfizer
vaccine. We do not have access to this in pharmacy, and you will
need to contact your GP or a vaccination hub to arrange an
appointment for your children. 

https://coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au/managing-my-daily-life/coping-with-isolation-and-being-at-home/avoid-news-overload-with-the-sift-technique.html
https://www.psychology.org.au/About-Us/news-and-media/Media-releases/2020/Coronavirus-psychologists-offer-advice-for-mainta
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/online-forums/staying-well/coping-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/anxiety
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support
https://capital-chemist-braidwood.pharmacybookings.com.au/
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ON LOGGED FORESTS AND WILDFIRE
OPINION in response to Logging near rural towns should be banned due to bushfire risk: ANU report Eden Magnet 20.08.2021
Dr Bronte Somerset, Secretary, South East Region Conservation Alliance Inc.
Intensification of wildfires around the
globe has led to consideration of cause,
coping and recovery and future mitigation.
As news and vision of fires in California
and around the Mediterranean have been
transmissed, people of the east coast of
Australia have empathised with how these
fires have impacted lives, livelihoods,
homes and the natural environment. 
At home, it sent chills up my spine to
reread an account and see footage of the
Dunns’s Road, Green Valley’s and East
Ournie Creek’s merging blazes, which
raged at a catastrophic level last summer
on the NSW-Victoria border, and rapidly
burnt through some of the most heavily
logged forests in Australia. By 11 January
2020, these three fires formed into a
‘mega fire’ and burnt 800,000ha 1. The
names of these places will inevitably
remind us of that event and of our
reliance on Fires Near Me during that
terrible time, and evacuation to safe
places.
In Australia, forest management practices
have been queried as a result of our 2019-
2020 wildfires. Evidence confirms that
these practices are a risk to the
community. For the future of Australia’s
natural landscape and all it contains, it is
important to know if logged forests
exacerbate wildfire. Yet it is not the most
important question to be asked in terms
of the impact of climate and extinction
emergencies in this driest inhabited
country.
Natural sciences research inevitably
impacts research into the human
sciences. So, research is very valuable in
terms of our understanding of how we
manage the landscape and in turn, how
that affects the way we live and manage
our own existence.  
While driving from Bega to Bateman’s Bay
recently, roadwork stops gave me the
opportunity to actually look right into the
forests through which I was travelling.  At
one stop, the shaded lushness and
richness of the vegetation below a thick
canopy made me think it would be hard to
ignite a fire there.  Alternatively, the
spindly regrowth of logged areas looked to
be far more susceptible to wildfire. With a
thin ineffective canopy, common sense
told me that the amount of moisture this
new growth would take from the soil
would make the understory drier than
older forests with dense shady canopies.
Having proofread over 100 dissertations
during the past 10 years it is clear that
hypotheses explored using purposeful
methodologies, rational data gathering
and transparent analyses, results in clear
and accurate conclusions. More loosely
conducted research results in less
authentic claims. 

The reputable methodologies of research
studies, such as those used by Dr Taylor 2
and Professor Lindenmayer to explore the
hypothesis that logged forests burn, or do
not burn, more easily than unlogged
natural native forests led the Lindenmayer
team to make the valid conclusion that
‘Logging of native forests increases the risk
and severity of fire and likely had a
profound effect on the recent,
catastrophic Australian bushfires’ 3. 
Researchers such as those from the
University of Wollongong 4 attest that:
‘Native forest logging makes bushfires
worse—and to say otherwise ignores the
facts—that the Black Summer bushfires
burned far more temperate forest than
any other fire season recorded in
Australia’. 
Researchers such as Michelle Ward 5,
whose work is devoted to understanding
our condition in a far more scientific way
than by staring out a car’s window,
answers the most important question:
Why log native forests anyway? She said it
was time for the Government to act.
‘We urge policy makers to recognise and
account for the critical values of intact,
undisturbed native forests, not only for
the protection of biodiversity, but for
human safety. Let’s act strongly and swiftly
for the sake of our communities, the
species they house, our climate and
Australia’s wild heritage.’
Her comments emulate the position of the
South East Region Conservation Alliance
Inc. that logging of the native forests of
NSW must stop.  Forestry Corp. is
responsible for management of the State
Forests and published that, in the
Southern and Eden Regions, around 85%
and 80% respectively of the area available
for logging was impacted by fires in the
summer of 2019-2020 6. 
Yet, absurdly, logging of burnt forests for
woodchips continues…the governments
continue to ignore the conclusions and
implications of rigorous research. Science
and empirical evidence show that, as they
regrow, our native forests need to be
carefully managed for trees to form the
lush dense canopies which will, apart from
other environmental advantages, help to
disable wildfire. 
Conservation organisations in NSW share
the priority to save Australia's native
forests from being logged for woodchips
for Asia and for the sector to transition to
plantations. It is a travesty that the
governments have condoned logging for
woodchipping for over 50 years. 
Scientific and empirical evidence are owed
the respect they deserve. Logging
exacerbates more than wildfire. 

it intensifies the species extinction crisis,
soil loss, water loss, canopy loss, and
destroys the potential for carbon
capturing. At what point, before all the
qualities of our primitive native forests are
lost, will the governments outlaw logging
for woodchips and criminalise logging of
burnt timber?  
Dr Bronte Somerset, Secretary, South
East Region Conservation Alliance Inc.
http://www.serca.org.au 
_____________________________________________

1  The mega-blaze: How did it happen and
what does it mean? Janek Drevikovsky.
SMH. 12.01.2020.
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/th
e-mega-blaze-how-did-it-happen-and-
what-does-it-mean-20200111-
p53qnr.html 
2  Dr Chris Taylor, Research Fellow,
Fenner School of Environment and
Society, ANU. The study was undertaken
by a team from ANU, Macquarie
University, University of Queensland, and
the Wildlife Conservation Society. The
Conversation. 25.08.2014.
https://theconversation.com/victorias-
logged-landscapes-are-at-increased-risk-
of-bushfire-30611 
3 Professor David Lindenmayer, Fenner
School of Environment and Society, ANU. 
 Lindenmayer has written, or been
published in, 765 books, chapters in
books and journal articles. ANU,
16.08.2021.  
https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-
news/logging-increases-risk-of-severe-fire 
4 Philip Zylstra, Grant Wardell-Johnson,
James Watson, Michelle Ward, University
of Wollongong. 21.05.2021.
https://www.uow.edu.au/media/2021/nati
ve-forest-logging-makes-bushfires-worse--
and-to-say-otherwise-ignores-the-
facts.php 
5 Michelle Ward, PhD Candidate.
University of Queensland, School of Earth
and Environmental Sciences. 21.05.2021.
https://www.uow.edu.au/media/2021/nati
ve-forest-logging-makes-bushfires-worse--
and-to-say-otherwise-ignores-the-
facts.php
6 Forestry Corp., 2019-20 Wildfires, NSW
Coastal Hardwood Forests Sustainable
Yield Review. Dec. 2020, p.6. Table 3:
Mapped fire extent on native forest areas
available for timber production by RFA
region and sub-region. 
 https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets
/pdf_file/0004/1299388/fcnsw-
sustainable-yield-report-2019-20-
wildfires.pdf 
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By Ash Hogan
EDO clients, Bushfire Survivors for Climate
Action(BSCA) is celebrating last week’s ruling from the
NSW Land and Environment Court that the NSW
Environment Protection Authority has a duty to take
serious action on greenhouse gas emissions and
climate change. 
It is the first time that an Australian Court has ordered
a government to take meaningful action on climate
change.
“This is a significant win for everyone who has been
affected by bushfires,” said Jo Dodds, Bushfire
Survivors for Climate Action President.  
“BSCA members have been working for years to
rebuild their homes, their lives and their communities.
This ruling means they can do so with confidence that
the EPA must now also work to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in the state. Global warming is creating the
conditions that can lead to hotter and fiercer fires, and
all of us need to work to make sure we’re doing
everything we can to prevent a disaster like we saw
during 2019 and 2020. 
“We are extremely grateful to the Environmental
Defenders Office for their tireless efforts in pursuing
the case.”
BSCA sought to compel the NSW EPA to develop
policies that measure and regulate greenhouse gasses
in the state. As part of the case, BSCA presented expert
scientific evidence from former Australian Chief
Scientist Professor Penny Sackett on the links between
bushfires and climate change. 
“This is a very significant legal decision,” EDO Director
of Legal Strategy Elaine Johnson said. “This is the first
time an Australian court has ruled on a government
agency failing to perform a statutory duty to address
climate change.   
“What it means is that the court has found the NSW
Environment Protection Authority is compelled by its
own legislation to seriously address the state’s
greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. 
“As our lead environmental regulator, the EPA has the
power to take immediate action on climate change, for
example, by putting a price on carbon, or requiring
industry to reduce emissions to safe levels through the
licences. Now, the EPA has been ordered to take
action. 
“The most recent IPCC report confirmed that the next
ten years are critical, and we need to be pursuing
urgent and deep reductions in emissions now in order
to avoid the very worst impacts of climate change. 
“Today’s decision is a major step forward in holding
government to account on climate policy.” 
The court’s ruling means that the EPA has been
ordered to develop environmental quality objectives
guidelines and policies to ensure protection from
climate change. 
The EPA has been ordered to pay BSCA’s costs.

Bushfire Survivors Hail Landmark Legal Win On Climate

Bushfire Survivors for Climate Action President Jo Dodds.
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  They must be thinking, ‘Wacko, we got that part right.’ 

 But that’s not the whole Morrison story. By election time, the

rollout will be complete and he’ll be claiming success. Memories

are short, so the early mistakes will have faded away. And

unless his polling has reached the point of no return, he has all

the powers of incumbency to rebuild his image. (On the other

hand, Peter Dutton has unresolved prime ministerial ambitions

and a parcel of rightwing votes in his pocket, so Morrison will be

keeping to the straight and narrow.)  

 The Labor strategists’ big problem is ‘Albo’ as a figure of

national – let alone international – stature. He’s obviously a

pleasant enough bloke with a good political brain and well-

earned aura of decency. But the simple truth is that we barely

know him beyond his growing up in council housing with his

single Mum. Google says he and his former wife, Carmel Tebbutt

have a son Nathan at Uni and Albo has a warm relationship with

another woman since the break-up. But that does little to fill in

the blanks.

 He’s made few criticisms that have hit home. His one Covid

initiative – the $300 incentive payment – really didn’t fly. Those

‘headline speeches’ passed virtually without notice. And the

pandemic has prevented his female ‘team’ - with the exception

of Katy Gallagher – from making any impact.

 By now, he can’t appear anywhere without being hit with

demands for Labor’s ‘roadmap’ to reach zero emissions, the

remake of aged care, tax reform, relations with China, refugee

policy and sundry others. Taken together, they’re far too much

for the electorate to swallow in a single mouthful. 

 The problem becomes ever more acute as Covid extends the

period where political gatherings are verboten…except of course

the press conferences that have the Premiers - and the PM -

front and centre. 

 There is probably a way around it. But that’s for the geniuses

who created the dangerous game to figure out. It will be

fascinating to watch them try.

                                                         robert@robertmacklin.com 

 By Robert Macklin                                          

                       The Labor Party at the federal level is playing

an ever more dangerous game. As the election looms their

plan, apparently, is to seek the best of both political worlds –

a public fed up with a Coalition government that’s been in

power since 2013; and an Opposition with such a small

policy target that their opponents have very little to rail

against.

 As they constantly tell us, they’re saving their big

announcements for the campaign. They’re hoping that by

then Scott Morrison will be such damaged goods that a

majority of the electors will be ready to vote for the

alternative. All they’ll need is a range of attractive, broadly

costed policies on climate change, aged care, early

childhood and the gig economy and they’ll romp in. In the

leadership stakes, Anthony Albanese will be a combination

of trusted helmsman and primus inter pares in a team of

engaging and competent women and unexceptionable

blokes. 

 It’s a natural response to the disaster that was the 2019

‘miracle’ election that Morrison turned into a presidential

contest against a Bill Shorten staggering beneath a policy

overload and a reputation as a political hack.

 But will it work?

 On the one hand, Scott Morrison does seem to be following

the Labor scenario. His stumbles include the arrogant use of

government grants in sporting facilities and parking lots to

feather the nests of Coalition and marginal electorates; ham-

fisted, if not offensive, handling of the Brittany Higgins and

Christian Porter imbroglios; climate change hesitancy; the

bungled vaccine rollout; and the Afghanistan disaster. 
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Gadfly
Author,  Journalist and Screenwriter Robert Macklin as a regular contributor to the Bugle.
THE GADFLY PAPERS, are a delightful collection of columns he has been writing since 2012.

mailto:robert@robertmacklin.com


                                                                                                         

Braidwood Church News
    News for Braidwood & the district

Page  15       1 September 2021

Braidwood Uniting Church
REFLECTION on the Gospel of Mark
7:31-37 
Poor in the World, Rich in Faith
A young man got up to speak at the
local Newman Community Centre last
week. At first, I thought he was
speaking a language unknown to me;
then gradually I realised he was
speaking my language. But his ability to
make himself understood was nearly
strangled by an impediment that made
him repeat himself in a loop, over and
over, until he could complete a single
sentence. I felt sad and frustrated for
him.
When he finished speaking, an
attractive young woman translated his
message for him, emphasising his main
points. And the crowd of adolescent
students cheered his name, over and
over. I realised that this young man,
though impaired, was practically a cult
figure among his peers. They knew him,
liked him, accepted him. Though his
tongue was bound, his spirit was free.
Many of us labour under impediments
to love that seem insurmountable. They
may be physical, mental, or spiritual in
nature, grounded in past injury or
present dysfunction. However
impossible it seems that we may be
freed from what hold us bound, the
appearance is deceiving. Jesus cured a
deaf mute with his spit. He holds the
power to open hearts too. GPBS 31
August 2021

The church will be closed to the
public for the duration of the NSW
lockdown. All other groups and
meetings are also cancelled until
further notice.
While our churches are closed,
Archbishop Christopher would like to
invite all to pray the Rosary via Zoom
Wednesdays and Fridays at 4 pm. If
you don’t have internet, you could join
by saying the Rosary by yourselves.
All you need are your Rosary beads
and your intentions. 
 ZOOM DETAILS: Simply click on the 
link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8502245833
2?
pwd=MDZ4ODFhNjIvdnpFd21aVDQzW
nAydz09

COVID-19 Links for information:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
Don’t forget you can watch Mass
11am on Sundays and weekdays at
12.15pm
Online Link:
https://catholicvoice.org.au/mass-
online
 

                           

St Bede's Parish

 
We meet Jacob late in the book of
Genesis where in chapter 28:10-17 we
find the first dream in the Scriptures.
Jacob has had a big day of travelling into
a foreign land, as the sun falls below the
horizon, he sets up camp, and using a
stone for a pillow Jacob falls asleep. “As
he slept, he dreamed of a stairway (some
versions use “ladder”) that reached from
the earth up to heaven. And he saw the
angels of God going up and down the
stairway. At the top of the stairway stood
the LORD, and he said, “I am the LORD,
the God of your grandfather Abraham,
and the God of your father, Isaac. The
ground you are lying on belongs to you. I
am giving it to you and your
descendants.” (Genesis 28:12 & 13)
Did you see the unexpected? Angels
ascending first. You would expect the
angels to come down the stairs from the
heavenlies first, but the angels are
already with Jacob, and they first go up
the stairway. The tradition of the Rabbis
reckons as Jacob was about to leave his
homeland and journey outside of Israel,
different angels were needed to protect
him. Confronting the new and different in
the next season of life, Jacob was in
need of new and different guardians.
Very often when we go into new
situations like moving house, or a starting
a new job, we need to divest ourselves of
goods, familiar habits, or hobbies that
have kept us content but are no longer
useful, and clothe ourselves for the new
way of life. New guardians, ministering
companions, God’s angels came to
accompany Jacob into what was the
unfamiliar of the new day. I love the
picture of God being at the top of the
stairs, reminding Jacob that while many
things would be new, He, the Lord, would
not leave, His protection and provision
would not change. “What’s more, I am
with you, and I will protect you wherever
you go” Genesis 28:15. The dream of
Jacob is a good reminder to all of us that
whatever is happening tomorrow, or in
the new season, or whatever might
happen in the future, God is with us, and
God will protect us. “Jacob awoke from
his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in
this place…” Genesis 28:16. May that be
our revelation throughout this week:
Surely the LORD kept me company in my
day, and tomorrow will be another day of
protection and provision. Peace to you
from Dr Julie Fletcher, and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting
Church. Connect with us through Radio
Church, 6pm Sundays.
drjuliefletcher@gmail.com

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
 When You Don’t Understand
“The secret things belong to the Lord
our God, but the things revealed belong
to us’ .....   Deuteronomy 29:29
When you don’t understand what’s
happening in your life, start with what
you know for sure; namely, that God is
good all the time, and His love for those
who respect Him continues forever. 
He’s not fickle, He doesn’t bless you
one day and curse you the next. His
mercies never come to an end; they are
new every morning.
But there are things God chooses to
reveal to us, and ‘secret things’ He
doesn’t – for our own good. Writer Beth
Jones says: “ If God keeps a secret
from us, it’s for our benefit and the
benefit of others… for example, He
doesn’t go around blaming, tattling or
disclosing our sins, weaknesses,
unbelief, selfishness or pride to others.
When things happen, God knows why
… Secret things belong to the Lord.”
So, when He reveals something to us,
it’s because He wants us to walk in that
truth by faith. For example; He reveals
His character and His will in His Word…
so we can live by faith knowing that
He’s good, fair, kind, generous, merciful,
faithful, gracious, patient, and He’s in
the saving , healing, redeeming,
restoring, sanctifying, and blessing
business.
Things revealed belong to us.  When we
don’t know why…. Here’s what we know
for sure. God’s Word is truer than our
circumstances or experiences… and
just because He knows everything
about us doesn’t mean He tells us about
everything.
We also know that when things look
bad, God is still good. He’s a giver, not
a taker… a blesser, not a curser... and
no matter what happens or doesn’t
happen, at the end of the day – we still
win!
 GOD IS GOOD – ALL THE TIME.
An extract from ‘The Word for Today’ a
Vision Christian Media publication
If you would like a copy of these daily
reflections, please contact
angbraidwood@bigpond.com.
Our worship service on Sunday 5th
September will be at 10am via Zoom.
A Celebration for Spring.
Contact angbraidwood@bigpond.com
for login details

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85022458332?pwd=MDZ4ODFhNjIvdnpFd21aVDQzWnAydz09
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
https://catholicvoice.org.au/mass-online
mailto:angbraidwood@bigpond.com
mailto:angbraidwood@bigpond.com


From the box labelled ‘school stuff’, Bazza picked out an old school
report, read the comments, raised an eyebrow and half chuckled. He
dug further into the box, found a yellow Bic ballpoint pen, some
Derwent colour pencils and even an old slope card.

His wife, Fran, caught him eyeing the fridge.

‘Barry, if you’re not going to throw out some of that stuff from last
century, at least take the the dog for a walk. Gladys has grounded us,
but she will let you go for a walk. Put a mask on and don’t put the
pedometer on the dog. It doesn’t fool anybody.’

Bazza sighed and returned to his box of school memories and pulled
out an old diary from the 1970’s, stretched back into the lounge chair
and opened to a random entry.

‘There is no point in becoming an astronaut. Neil Armstrong has
buggered that up. No one can even remember the name of the
second person who walked on the moon so what’s the point of
being…… like…. the eighty first.

Nah, I reckon I’ll become a Greek. I reckon the only thing wrong with
being a Greek was the name calling. Anyhow, our family is pretty
good friends with other Greek families.

I don’t like looking like everybody else. White skin and sunburn in
summer. My Greek mate just goes darker and no amount of coconut
oil seems to change my skin colour.

‘Its good being a Greek in summer, mate’ he says.

A Beer with Bazz # 32
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He talks about Greek Gods and I try to match with convict
heritage.

Nope, being Greek is the go.

I have a boring biblical name. Lots of bloody JOHNS out there
and the bloody Americans use the name for toilets in their movies.
I’d trade for a SPIRO or MARIO any day. I chose LUKE as my
confirmation name but my parents kept calling me JOHN.

My Greek mate advised, get a nickname like ‘John the Greek.’ It
did not ring true.

I like Greek food a lot. Dolmades and and taramasalata versus
Vegemite crusts at recess. My mate never swaps. His mum has
started packing me some of the good gear as well, so I reckon I
am on the way to becoming a Greek.

My Greek mate has become somewhat perplexed with all this
trying to be a Greek stuff. He says “We spend all our life trying to
be like you. You should speak to my old man about being a
Greek.”

His old man says it’s not always fun being a Greek in Australia.
You had to learn English and even if you were good at it, you had
an accent for life. He told me our family was a bit different. Not all
Australians liked Greeks being Greek in Australia when all
Australians should be Australians in Australia. In fact, he told me
some stuff that has made me think twice about being a Greek.

I am giving up trying to be a Greek

This new kid from Vietnam has joined our school. Crikey, what a
bloody adventure he has been through; surviving war and then
open seas in a tiny boat to escape.

Bloody hell. Why would I want to become a Greek, when I could
become a refugee?’

Bazza grinned and turned the page.
‘I’ve decided to become a bushranger……’
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Let's all support our local businesses to get through these tough times. 

Business Shout Out from the Bugle

"Tell them you saw it in the Bugle"
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“Enormous potential” for agriculture in NSW
The opportunities and the potential of the NSW
Agriculture sector to grow to $30 billion by 2030 came
through loud and clear at the NSW Farmers online
Annual Conference today. 
“The prospects for increasing local food and fibre
production are abundant, with 94 percent of the state
out of or recovering from drought and strong
commodity prices,” said NSW Farmers President
James Jackson. 
“Farmer resilience was a resounding theme of this
conference and it’s why we can take advantage of
these improved seasonal conditions. Our state’s
farmers have been incredibly resilient in the face of
immense challenges over the last few years,
including drought, fires, a pandemic, major floods,
disruption to trade and a mouse plague.” 
“Despite these hardships, agriculture has remained
an engine room of the NSW economy, and a boost in
productivity following a favourable turn in seasonal
conditions early last year is testament to the sector’s
enormous potential.”
Special guests, including Deputy Prime Minister
Barnaby Joyce, NSW Leader of the Opposition Chris
Minns, NSW Treasurer Dominic Perrottet, and
President of the National Farmers’ Federation Fiona
Simson all echoed these statements during their
presentations. 
Focusing on the sustainable growth of the NSW
agriculture sector, guest speakers also spoke on the
$30 billion by 2030 target, the need for improved land
use planning, and the role of agriculture as a key
pillar in the economic recovery from COVID-19. 
“Going forward, our success will be determined by
how well we adapt as a sector to new challenges and
opportunities," Mr Jackson said. 

“Trade will be a huge growth opportunity and it’s
imperative we keep looking for ways to expand market
access. Maintaining the high level of quality typical of
Australian produce will be key, and we must adjust to
potential new trade conditions.”
“The COVID-19 pandemic has placed the regions in
the spotlight, with more Australians waking up to the
opportunities in their backyard. We now have an
invaluable opportunity to build on this popularity and
build the vibrancy of regional NSW.”
“Infrastructure will be a huge enabler of the growth of
agriculture and regional NSW, and it’s a key area
where industry and government can work closely
together to better connect farms to consumers.”
“We need world-class infrastructure to move our world-
class produce. It’s as simple as that.”
Mr Jackson said workforce issues are a clear priority
for members and regional communities. 
“We’re facing an imminent worker shortfall as grains
and horticulture harvests near and international and
state border restrictions continue to limit the movement
and availability of both international and domestic
workers.”
“It’s clearly a huge issue, and the green light given to a
dedicated Agricultural Visa, which has been industry
policy for some time now, is a major breakthrough.” 
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Australia Post has announced its long-term
commitment to shipping perishable goods across
Australia, as it continues to support small businesses
who are experiencing a boom in demand. 
Over the past few months Australia Post has
conducted a thorough review of the industry and
consulted with customers who are small business food
producers, on the support required to continue
shipping perishable goods across the country. 
The review also covered consultation with key industry
bodies and experts, and Australia Post will update
relevant regulators of the outcomes. Acting Group
CEO and Managing Director Rodney Boys said
today’s announcement provides certainty to many
businesses who rely heavily on Australia Post to ship
their produce to customers.
“We understand it’s critical for businesses to meet
growing consumer demands for home delivered food
and groceries, and Australia Post remains fully
committed to supporting both our customers and
consumers with the ongoing carriage of food through
our network”, Mr Boys said. 
“We recognise and apologise for the uncertainty felt by
some customers as this review took place. The
transportation of food in Australia is complex and
highly-regulated and we have moved as quickly as
possible to provide a clear promise to our customers
that there will be no change to how we support them.”
“Our customers will be aware that for some types of
food, our ambient temperature network will not always
be suitable. We continue to encourage our customers
to consider using appropriately insulated packaging
and additional temperature control devices to help
maintain freshness and help ensure the food is in a
good condition when it arrives.” 
“I would like to thank the Small Business and Family
Enterprise Ombudsman Bruce Billson for working with
Australia Post and his assistance in helping us reach
this outcome in delivering a long-term, sustainable
solution to support this growing eCommerce industry.”
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Australia Post commits to ongoing 
carriage of perishable goods 

Attending court can be overwhelming for victim-
survivors who’ve suffered domestic and family
violence and abuse. 
Starting today (Wednesday 1 September 2021), an
unrepresented accused person is prohibited from
directly cross examining their victims in domestic
and violence proceedings in NSW. 
This welcomed reform* is designed to ensure
victims are supported during criminal proceedings,
particularly while giving evidence.
For more information please visit
www.dcj.nsw.gov.au
(*The stronger Communities Legislation
Amendment (Domestic Violence) Bill 2020 amends
the Criminal Procedure Act 1986)

Changes to court appearance
victims in domestic and violence
proceedings in NSW

http://www.dcj.nsw.gov.au/?fbclid=IwAR0YTDFJ-RkknwQLfqtMlJYV5SBXQR0H5O1-mw_ZUyO1-Laz31SznQgtBLs
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The ACCC’s latest Measuring Broadband Australia
quarterly report reveals that in May 2021 consumers
on fixed-line NBN broadband connections again
experienced record high speeds. Most consumers
received their maximum plan speeds more often in
the busy evening hours of 7pm to 11pm.
The report shows that the average download
performance in May was 98.4 per cent of plan speed
during all hours, and 97.6 per cent during the busy
hours. Dodo and iPrimus, both part of the Vocus
Group, improved by 5.4 percentage points during all
hours and busy hours compared to the previous
report, which was the largest improvement of the
telcos over the quarter.
The results suggest that the Vocus brands have
improved their service quality monitoring methods,
after the Federal Court found that they historically
had not used an appropriate speed testing
methodology.
Vodafone and MyRepublic also improved their busy
hours speeds over the quarter by 4.3 and 3.7
percentage points respectively, compared to the
previous report.
Retail service providers achieved between 92.2 per
cent and 100.5 per cent of plan speed across all
major NBN plans during busy hours. This is a range of
8.3 per cent between retail service providers,
compared with a range of 12.3 per cent in the
previous report.
“The performance gap between retail service
providers’ download speed metrics has narrowed
significantly in recent reports, however individual
consumer experiences by retailer still vary,” ACCC
Commissioner Anna Brakey said.
The report shows that in May 2021, consumers on
‘Home Ultrafast’ NBN plans experienced average
speeds between 617 and 715 Mbps. Between 7pm
and 11pm, performance fell by 14 per cent on
average compared with the day’s maximum.

NBN download speeds improve and more plans hit maximum speeds
Home Ultrafast are plans where the underlying wholesale
product sold by NBN Co has a download speed range of
500-990 Mbps.
“Our testing has revealed that some volunteers on very
high speed plans are unable to receive speeds above 100
Mbps to connected devices due to limitations on Ethernet
ports on some home gateways. We encourage consumers
on these higher speed plans to contact their retail service
providers to check that they have equipment that can
support their plan speeds,” Ms Brakey said.
“We expect retailers to take appropriate steps to assist
affected customers on NBN250 plans and above, both
when offering these plans and for existing customers who
may require replacement home gateways, or the option to
move to a suitable plan speed.”
Underperforming services decrease, but too many remain
The proportion of underperforming services in the ACCC’s
NBN fixed-line sample decreased from 8.1 per cent in
February 2021 to 6.2 per cent in May 2021.
When the ACCC first started reporting in May 2018, 13.9
per cent of services were underperforming but testing
results over time have shown a gradual decline. This is
likely due to two main factors: technical in-home wiring
issues being addressed for monitored fibre to the node
services; and, retail service providers moving consumers
onto plan speeds that their service can achieve.
However, fibre to the node connections are still not
performing as well as other network connections. The
report shows that consumers on 50 Mbps and 100 Mbps
fibre to the node plans received lower speeds than the
maximum plan speeds at any given time.
“There is a persistent cohort of fibre to the node customers
that are still experiencing slower than expected speeds,
and NBN Co and retailers have been slow to address this,”
Ms Brakey said.
“While it’s encouraging that some of the fibre to the node
services we monitor are improving, especially given the
additional investment announced by NBN Co last year,
retailers and NBN Co need to collectively do more.”

https://www.accc.gov.au/regulated-infrastructure/communications/monitoring-reporting/measuring-broadband-australia-program/latest-performance-report
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Kings Highway Closure Schedule at Clyde Mountain

Braidwood Household Chemical Cleanout
Next date: 
Sunday, 10 October 2021 | 10:00 AM to 04:30 PM
There is a chemical cleanout where you can dispose of
your household chemical the right way. This is a free
service which is run by the Environmental Protection
Authority. You will need to go to the drop-off point and
STAY in your vehicle, contractors will remove the items.
You can drop off the following materials:
From your home: Solvents and household cleaners, Floor
care products, Ammonia based cleaners, Fluorescent
globes and tubes.
From your car: Car batteries, Motor oils, fuels and fluids.
From your garage: Paint and paint related products,
Pesticides and herbicides, Poisons, Gas bottles, Fire
extinguishers, Pool chemicals, Hobby chemicals, Acids and
alkalis. 
Only household quantities are accepted - 20kg or 20L
maximum container size.
When: Sunday, 10 October 2021 | 10:00 AM - 04:30 PM
Braidwood Waste Transfer Station, Bombay Road,
Braidwood 

Disability Inclusion Action Plan 
2022-2026
Every four years, all NSW government agencies and
local councils update Disability Inclusion Action Plans
in consultation with people with disability.
It outlines measures to put in place so that people
with disability can: access general supports and
services available in the community, and participate
fully in the community. It provides a four-year
framework for inclusion planning and is undertaken
in line with the Disability Inclusion Act 2014. 
The new Plan will come into effect in 2022. 
The community consultation will include surveys and
face-to-face community workshops in Queanbeyan,
Bungendore and Braidwood. 
Should you have any questions please contact
Council’s Community Development Team on 6285
6045.
The online survey will be available for completion
during August and September 2021.
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Feedback survey on Ryrie Park Playground 
Have you visited Ryrie Park or Hope Marland Park recently?
These parks were both upgraded with funding support from
the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment's
Everyone Can Play Program. This program is helping make
play spaces in NSW more inclusive.
The department is after some feedback via a quick survey to
help create better future play spaces for everyone. The
survey is open until 10 September, should take around 5-7
minutes, and can be completed at https://bit.ly/ECP-survey

Braidwood Monthly Cattle Sale 
Braidwood monthly cattle sale will be on Friday 3
September under COVID-safe conditions. 
The following will apply:
 No vendors allowed (if vendors/producers want to
purchase cattle, please arrange this through your agent).
 Local buyers must register their intention with their agent.
Agents can bid on behalf of local buyers.
 Part of the sale is running on AuctionsPlus, and anyone
wanting to purchase through AuctionsPlus must register at
https://auctionsplus.com.au/
 Masks are mandatory to be worn at all times while on
Saleyards premises.
 Sign in with the QR Code and fill out the COVID-19
declaration form.
 The canteen will be closed.
By all working together, we can keep our saleyards
operational. We and the agents appreciate in advance your
help during this time so we can continue to operate and
support the Braidwood region.

Yass Valley Volunteer Firefighter
Elected Rfsa State Secretary
The NSW Rural Fire Service Association (RFSA) has
elected Sutton rural firefighter Vikki Bingley the
Association’s State Secretary for the 2021-2023 term.
Ms Bingley has been a volunteer with the NSW Rural Fire
Service (NSW RFS) since 1997, when she joined the
Sutton Rural Fire Brigade (RFB). Since then, Ms Bingley
has served in the positions of brigade President and
Secretary and was its first female field officer.  
 She has been involved in the RFSA for many years and is
passionate about mentoring fellow members, the use
and development of new technology and member
retention.
Ms Bingley has held executive positons in her local Yass
Valley RFSA Branch and on the RFSA State Council. This is
her first time elected to the RFSA Board of Directors.
RFSA President Scott Campbell said he is looking forward
to working alongside Ms Bingley for the 2021-2023 term.
“Vikki has a long history of advocacy on behalf of her
fellow volunteers and I very much look forward to
working with her and my fellow Directors as we support
our members in their work protecting the community.”
Ms Bingley brings with her professional experience in the
fields of customer service, event and business
management. 
The RFSA is managed by its members and is the
authoritative voice in representing the over 70,000
members of the NSW RFS. It offers a broad range of
operational and welfare support for volunteers including
sponsorship of training exercises, a brigade and district
grants program, educational scholarships, Volunteers’
Family Days, advocacy and chaplaincy, counselling and
family support. 

Regional Disaster Preparedness Survey 
Elton Consulting are working on a two-year evaluation
project of the Regional Disaster Preparedness Program for
Resilience NSW.
This work includes a community survey that aims to find out
how prepared you feel your community is for a disaster. The
feedback you provide can inform state programs and
funding into the future. 
Complete your survey and have your say at
research.net/r/RDPPsurvey until 17 September 2021.

https://www.facebook.com/NSWDPIE?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVvy1aNWTmdzppL7HSUZkUJ_9b2T7vMNSQ2LL3Ds4y6iJlNeno8AWjPjESHYIxQE2KSIot5lelNsq3GyBtUj0omumCETYosjRP7D1_zFZgXe3ZJ0lhdVKn7ENvLSOs-4uGBeSE_F0Fw6SOsc5zCWBJfnMYZM10aZRvLr2lPcfsp0P5STH8JtAWhISOMRvgMyk4&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://bit.ly/ECP-survey?fbclid=IwAR0vXarAdMhcqAW8d-ezHevGj1kIzJK13S5SNxt_0-Whk5qNYf2gqHBqOgk
https://auctionsplus.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR0x2xV3zmVelTzutOzNX3wB0vLvbHJgfw0kzlv1KCNl2Yf93Gp-c6dd4sQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fresearch.net%2Fr%2FRDPPsurvey%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2wPLifotrnoz44it0odpLQ_fSjQ3YfkUI0F8JmokOVWWTSO5wzNmr6-PY&h=AT3PqAwTfIZx73p0ISBC0WpaXT33YYC8gNQXcCjlYI2YP67O89KaYwHJMvwLk6-zC7_pr457TyKv-g5WeGXbXHRdiSBTTkTi9-uOUt9qSMiuZVxPMUoesQVk0z2vc-kr9_vw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1ZKfPpfzSqvvjk56VrTUZ7dBeME2bVtteLqzw4e1JE_V3NDm1UzmTLH6MzFd7c79b_6MTvTawm9WguqdA_H6iE1vqSKcW70cn5ySk-yQJHTdVJ2OJE3Rxs-oW2yNmawbhoebMIHc2c6vkcfN-YlH0eOFgENT_Lw-fAjxs19F7mAQ


Braidwood Farmers Market 

Ryrie Park Markets

Weekly Garage Sale

Nerriga Produce Market

       September 4 & 18

       8am -1pm September 25

       Braidwood Uniting Church
       Wed's 9-3   Cnr Duncan & Monkittee St

       1st Sunday of the Month
Braidwood Men's Shed
The Mens Shed is having a covid hiatus. We're all
missing it. Most of the men are now fully vaccinated
which is great news. We'll be waiting for Gladys/Scomo
before our return. 
Usually it would be Open every Tuesday and Friday from
9:30 AM New members always welcome
Enquiries phone or message 0450961039 or
braidwoodmensshed@gmail.com

Bugle Notices     News for Braidwood & the district

Page  23    1 September 2021

FARRINGDON RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
Notice of Annual General Meeting.
10:00am, Sunday 6 June. Farringdon Fire Shed, Cooma
Rd.  Brigade members and members of our
community are welcome to attend. A sausage sizzle
will be held at the end of the meeting.

The Prawn Man 
will be back in the regular locations this week and
onwards as long as is permissable and feasible,
Schedule as follows :
Thursdays  Bungendore IGA 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Fridays Braidwood Westside Servo 12pm - 5pm  
Saturdays   Bungendore IGA 10am - 4pm



Redbacks

Braidwood Sport
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https://www.buymeacoffee.com/BraidwoodBugle
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Braidwood 

Golf  Club 

News

CONDITIONS OF PLAY AT BRAIDWOOD
Thanks everyone for abiding by the playing restrictions
yesterday….checking in with the code on the buggy room door,
having the correct money, and wearing masks before and after
playing. This makes it possible to continue playing golf for our
much needed exercise & mental health. 
·Next week’s competition on Saturday September 4 will be run
under the same guidelines/restrictions as yesterday.  Tee off times
are for the 1st and 4th tees & playing in 2’s.
·Tee times & cart bookings can only be made by contacting Mark
on 0409 250 713/ shezmark2709@bigpond.com  with a reply from
Mark to confirm the booking. Please turn up 10-15 minutes before
your tee time.  Registrations will close at 10 PM on Friday
September 3.  
·The 1st tee will tee off at 10 minute intervals from 10:30 AM (max
of 10 groups), with the 4th tee teeing off at 10 minute intervals
from 10:30 AM (max of 5 groups) – that will give us a max field of
30 players in total and avoid the overlap of groups.
·Play restricted to players who live in our LGA & have no
quarantining issues while lockdown continues.
·Barry McDonald has kindly offered to sponsor a putting
competition for the next 3 weeks with some golf balls as prizes.
Many thanks Barry.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.The putting competition will continue on a weekly basis and for
the next 3 weeks, will be sponsored by Barry McDonald. Many
thanks Barry.
2.   Yesterday's putting competition had 2 balls for the women's
and men's winners, and a single ball for each women's and men's
runner up.
3.   PLEASE make sure that all players show CLEAR results for
both the score and the number of putts. It is ESSENTIAL to allow
competition management to identify each players’ results.
4.   It has taken some time to clarify results for a number of
players yesterday and that has resulted in changes to the
preliminary results that were announced for the men yesterday,
with apologies from Mark.
5.If you have a wipe, your default putt score is 2 putts   

We wish Terry Hughes a speedy recovery after undergoing heart
surgery last Thursday in Sydney.

Results August 28:                                                            

Men’s Results   Single Stableford -  Steve Cansell

Trophy - Many thanks Steve                                        

Winner: Michael Toirkens 35 pts, Runner Up: Roger

Hovey 33 pts.  Ball Comp: Don Burke 32 pts, Mark

Newman 31 pts, Barry McDonald 31 pts,  John Harb 31

pts.  Putting Competition: Don Burke 25 putts, Michael

Toirkens 27 putts.  Handicap Changes:  Gordon Scott

out 1 to 30.

Women’s Results Single Stableford   

Winner:   Debby Ferguson 37pts

Runner Up: Robin Tennant Wood 31pts  

Ball Comp:   Diane Goble 28 pts, Margy Gardner &

Barb Stuart 22pts. Putting: Judy Scott 25 putts, Deb

Ferguson 26 putts.  Handicap Changes: Margy

Gardner out 1 to 29 

Coming Events: 
September 4 Saturday: 

Men’s & Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medals)

September 11 Saturday:

Men’s Single Stableford –Terry Hughes Trophy

Women’s 2BBB Stableford – Di Freeman Trophy

September 12 Sunday: 

Braidwood Women’s Open Day

September 18 Saturday: 

Medley Canadian Foursomes SHOT GUN START

Dick & Virginia Groot Obbink Trophy

Annual General Meeting Following Golf

September 25 Saturday:

Medley 2BBB Stableford

October 2 Saturday: 

Labour Day Weekend - Daylight Saving Starts 

Men’s & Women’s Stroke & Monthly Medals

Final Day for Semi’s - Men’s & Women’s Singles

Knockouts             

October 9 Saturday: Men’s Single Stableford –

Michael Fitzgerald Trophy, Final Day for Semis- Men’s

Doubles Knockout, Women’s 2BBB Stableford –

Poppies on Wallace Trophy, Final Day for Semi’s –

Women’s Doubles Knockout                           
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Half Camel Pose – Ardha Ustrasana 
A strong yoga pose to increase flexibility in the spine,
stimulate the nervous system, open the chest and
shoulders, improve circulation and digestion, and
stimulate the thyroid. The spine is meant to bend in
both directions, as we do most things in front of us we
are generally forward bending so backbends like Half
Camel Pose can return or restore the natural flexibility
of your spine. 

Yoga Pose of the Week
with Christina Jagusiak

What’s your #NaturePact?
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council has joined the
People and Parks Foundation and World Urban Parks
for the #NaturePact campaign this September.  
 The campaign is all about encouraging Australians to
spend more time in nature, in our green spaces, urban
parklands, backyards and nature reserves. 
After the last 18 months of lockdowns and uncertainty
many Australians have a new-found appreciation for
the mental and physical wellbeing benefits that being
outside can provide. 
“NaturePact is a great reminder for all of us to enjoy
the natural spaces close to home. Current restrictions
impact so many of us and being able to spend time
outside, even if it’s just in your backyard, can make a
huge difference,” said Mayor Tim Overall. 
The campaign overlaps with the new documentary
series, Back to Nature (currently on ABC TV and iView)
which showcases some of Australia’s most impressive
landscapes and explores our connection to the natural
environment. 
“Each week of September will focus on bringing
different topics to attention, from traditional owners
and connection to country through to protecting and
planting species native to your specific area,” Mayor
Overall said. 

To practice - Come to a standing kneeling postilion
with the knees hip width apart, toes tucked under
so the heals are uppermost, with flexibility you can
take tops of the feet to the floor. Stretch the arms
out to the sides at shoulder height. Twist to the right
and reach the right hand to hold the right heel.
Simultaneously, stretch the left arm in front of the
head so that the hand is at eyebrow level. Gaze
towards the left hand. Push the hips forward and
keep the thighs vertical. Remain in the position for
as long as comfortable then engage the core
muscles and gracefully exit, by reversing the
movements and repeat to the left. Practice up to 5
rounds. 

#NaturePact aims to have individuals, families, groups
and organisations make their own pact which suits their
unique situation and lifestyle. 
 Each pact is completely up to the individual and is an
opportunity to improve your connection to the outdoors. 
Find out more and make your pact at
peopleandparks.org/nature-pact 


