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Busy native pollinators savour spring

Native pollinators are the subject of an ANU study taking place in the south east . Read the story on Page 2

INSIDE
THIS
WEEK :

Bread Tags not going to waste
Crunch Time for Braidwood RSL Sub-branch
Braidwood Business Chamber Letter to Council
Invasive European wasps study

Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 2
20 October 2021

Native Pollinator Project

Erin Brinkley is doing a Masters of Environmental
Science at the Australian National University's Fenner
School of Environment and Society. Under the
supervision of Prof. Saul Cunningham, her research
project examines the role of native pollinators across
various berry crops in southeast NSW, including in
Braidwood.
Erin says: “Berries, particularly blueberries and rubus
berries (blackberries and raspberries), benefit
significantly from cross pollination (i.e. bigger, betterquality fruit). This means having plenty of pollinators
moving pollen between flowers during spring is very
important for crop production.
Most of the pollination is performed by managed
European honeybees (Apis mellifera), a species
facing several threats (e.g. parasites and pesticides)
and in decline globally. While honeybees outperform
in terms of sheer volume and easy management,
they aren't perfectly adapted to pollinating all plants,
particularly blueberries. They're just a little big and
can’t perform buzz pollination (i.e. don’t vibrate the
flowers to release the pollen effectively). Therefore, I
want to discover if there are any native species which
perform essential berry pollination services, are
these species potentially be better suited to the job,
and do we have a fall-back if anything was to happen
to Australia’s thriving managed honeybee industry.

Erin Brinkley with bug traps or BVTs (Blue Vane Trap) at Hazelwood Farm:
Photo Sarah Merriman.

To do this, I recruited 10 berry farms across the south coast,
Braidwood and Batlow areas. All grow blueberries and some
grow rubus. Farms range in size from small berry beds set
amongst other food crops, like at the Merriman's Hazelwood
Farm (many thanks to Sarah and Wayne for letting me spend
hours watching their bumper flowering berries), all the way up
to big agri-businesses with 30 Ha crops. The aim is to compare
pollinator diversity and abundance visiting crop flowers, to the
pollinator assemblage in the broader landscape.
I've spent a good part of the last two months sampling watching blueberry flowers, counting insect and bird visitors,
and setting up my Blue Vane Traps (visually attractive native
pollinator traps). Preliminary results indicate the native
stingless bee (Tetragonula carbonaria) is a dominant pollinator
on the south coast, but in and around Braidwood I'm finding a
lot of fly and hoverfly species.
Sadly, all my berry farms were affected by the black summer
bushfires in varying degrees. This study will be the first to see
how pollinators have responded in the landscape post-fires.
While blueberry flowering is coming to an end, rubus
flowering is just beginning, so there'll be a few more weeks to
go yet!”

An Exoneura or reed bee on the vulnerable Bossiaea bombayensis which is
only found along the Shoalhaven River between Bombay and Warri
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ACT border bubble expansion a
win for Eden-Monaro
On Saturday, the ACT Government announced significant
changes to its border bubble to include all Eden-Monaro
LGAs and to enable people to travel freely between the
expanded areas.
Eden-Monaro residents can now enter Canberra without
needing an exemption for any reason and as the ACT is no
longer on the NSW concerns notice, when people return to
NSW from Canberra, they will not need to follow stay at
home orders.
Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain said the changes
to the ACT border arrangements were a big win for EdenMonaro.
Ms McBain said. “When the ACT Government initially
announced a small expansion of their border bubble, I was
shocked that key parts of Eden-Monaro were missed off
the list.
“For weeks I have been calling on both the ACT and NSW
Governments to make the rules and restrictions for our
border communities as easy to follow as possible. People
in Eden-Monaro are sick of having to navigate complicated
and confusing border arrangements, so I am pleased that
both governments have made changes that will help things
get back to normal.
“This means families and friends who have been kept apart
by these border restrictions can finally reunite. I know of a
number of Eden-Monaro residents who are now going to
be able to see their newly born grandchildren for the first
time.
“Allowing double dose vaccinated people from Canberra to
travel to our regions will also be a huge boost to our local
businesses which have been doing it really tough for a long
time now.
“It is my hope that these border changes will reinvigorate
tourism in our regional areas, and help our communities
start on the road to recovery from this ongoing pandemic.”
Monday 18 October also marked the further easing of
restrictions as NSW hit 80% double dose vaccination. This
means those who are fully vaccinated can now have up to
20 people visit their home and they can also participate in
community sport.

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 3 20 October 2021

Bread Tags not going to waste

Dale Husking and Sally Stevenson from the Community Bank.

In recent months the Braidwood community, with the help of
Community Bank Braidwood, have really stepped up to the
plate (no pun intended), in collecting bread tags which will go
to purchase wheelchairs for the needy in South Africa.
When Nick Fry, the Community Bank Braidwood Branch
Manager, found out that bread tags were being collected for
a worthy cause and being saved from landfill, he couldn’t
wait to get on board and find out how the bank could assist.
He was given one of the small, red wheelie bins which are
the collection bins for bread tags and the community started
collecting.
The bread tags rolled in and he has now delivered them to
Community Bank Bungendore — all 10,400 of them! No,
they were not individually counted (even during lockdown, no
one has that much time!) but with some mathematical skills
and the scales at The Boiled Lolly in Braidwood, he worked it
out.
The tags will be sent to Robe, SA, and then recycled into
bowls and breadboards by Brad at Transmutation.
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Crunch Time for Braidwood RSL Sub-branch
Last Chance for Veterans looms
An extraordinary General Meeting of Subbranch members and
interested veterans has been called for 1130 Sunday 7
November at the Braidwood Services Club to consider the
future of the Subbranch.
The operation of the Subbranch in its current state is no longer
viable.
Efforts to to attract new recruits from younger veterans,
resident in the district, have been unsuccessful. Recent articles
in the Braidwood Bugle discussing membership have not
elicited any responses. Personal approaches have had no
success either.
The Subbranch is about to reduce to three active members
although we have 15 paid up members.
Although current covid restrictions limit activities, there has not
been an adequate team to undertake normal activities for the
last few years. It is below ‘critical mass’ to conduct Anzac Day
commemorations, community awareness and fund raising.
Monthly meetings have only had the bare minimum to
constitute the quorum to conduct our monthly meetings.
The extraordinary General Meeting will consider: • Option 1 - Disband the Subbranch and transfer our assets to
another RSL Subbranch; Queanbeyan or Bateman’s Bay would
be possibilities. There are no unfunded liabilities.
o The Braidwood Subbranch would cease to exist
• Option 2 - Form an RSL Chapter and seek the administrative
support of the RSL Queanbeyan Subbranch. Assets would be
transferred. Preliminary discussions with the President RSL
Queanbeyan have indicated that they would be prepared to
consider such an application.
o Briefly, the purpose of a Chapter is the same as a
Subbranch, to promote community participation and
involvement in remembrance and commemoration programmes
and activities, to support veterans and their families and
camaraderie, but without the administrative overhead.

These options will be discussed in detail and
the implications for the future conduct of
ANZAC Day in Braidwood, outlined.
Option 2 is recommended by the Committee.
So, members, please join us as the current
mode of operating cannot continue. Your input
on the future of the RSL in Braidwood is
necessary.
Interested veterans who may wish to
participate, would be very welcome.
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Braidwood Business Chamber Letter to Council CEO

Re: BAVBC’s Issues and Priorities for
Braidwood’s Development
Firstly, thankyou very much for organising your team to brief
the BAVBC on their Braidwood related focus and priorities.
We know you and your team are busy people and appreciate
your effort. The sessions were informative, and we
appreciate the frank and open discussion.
Braidwood’s infrastructure is experiencing unprecedented
and uncomfortable pressures due to increasing migration to
the region and traffic flows through the township. This
pressure, coupled with the uncertainty and delays created by
Braidwood’s heritage listing, means the town’s infrastructure
and development is lagging it’s potential. As a result, our
economy and community are being increasingly
disadvantaged. To redress this situation, BAVBC’s view is
that a focused and coordinated planning effort is required to
guide and direct the many aspects of the township’s recovery
and development.
We understand the difficulty QPRC experience because of
Braidwood’s heritage listing and hope that we can work with
you over the coming 12 months to lobby Heritage NSW to
‘unlock’ the current impasse.We are in the process of writing
to NSW Heritage to request a meeting to discuss the issues
we perceive and hope that QPRC can be involved in this
process, as our partner.
Braidwood also faces a significant challenge because of our
remoteness from Queanbeyan and the fact that our setting
and economy is distinctly different. With a relatively small
population, it is unlikely that a local government
representative will be elected from within the Braidwood
region, and we are therefore reliant on the goodwill,
familiarity and interest from Councillors and QPRC’s
predominantly city-based managers, to advocate on
Braidwood and surround’s best interests.

We face a major risk that Braidwood and surrounds can
quickly become an afterthought.Some of our requests /
suggestions that follow, attempt to mitigate this risk in a
constructive manner.
Following our consultation with QPRC and discussions with
our broader membership and the Braidwood Community
Association, the BAVBC has identified the key issues and
priorities that require focussed attention into the future.
You’ll see that there is a common theme that runs through
many of the issues we’ve identified. We’ve tried to order the
requests/suggestion topics so that there is some sort of logical
progression. We request that Council include these requests
and initiatives in the formulation of the next QPRC Delivery
Plan. We’ve summarised these issues throughout this letter
and numbered them for future reference. Annex A contains a
summary of these issues and requests.
Engaging with QPRC on Braidwood Related Matters
Braidwood QPRC Point of Contact
As we’ve previously mentioned, the BAVBC believes there is
significant merit in having a QPRC senior manager identified
as the point of contact for Braidwood related maters with
whom BAVBC and our partner Community Groups can liaise.
Whilst we appreciate the role of Section 355 committees in
liaising with Council, they are infrequent, very narrowly
focussed and anecdotally rarely get Council representation.
We therefore believe establishing a POC at the senior
manager level will facilitate better coordinated engagement.
We appreciate that you’ve directed us to Martin Darcy as our
key point of contact for Braidwood related matters. However,
we are not sure whether this is an extension of Martin’s role or
whether it is Martin individually who will take on this
appointment.
BAVBC request that there is a level of formality attributed to
this role, so that Martin is officially recognised in the role and
that there is a role description that summarises his role and
responsibilities. We believe that this will help QPRC
departments and staff to support Martin in this capacity.
QPRC Reporting – Braidwood Related Matters
We appreciate that QPRC produces and shares its various
professionally produced plans and reports online. However, it
is a relatively time-consuming task to filter the content to that
which is applicable to Braidwood and its surrounding region.
This makes the task of engaging with QPRC as an informed
customer representative group particularly difficult. We are not
sure if QPRC has an Enterprise Resource Planning
application that aggregates project data for reporting or
whether the content is manually assembled but expect that
what-ever system is in place, reports could be generated to
provide this information in a consolidated manner.
BAVBC request that QPRC plans and reporting is delivered
in such a manner that it can easily be filtered to summarise all
Braidwood related matters. We would also appreciate more
fidelity in that data so that we can understand how budgets
and progress of projects flow from one reporting period to the
next.

Continued next page
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Braidwood Business Chamber Letter to Council CEO ~ Continued
Braidwood Residential and Commercial Zoning
The lack of available Braidwood land for commercial and
residential development is having a stifling effect on the local
economy and disproportionately driving property prices. A recent
subdivision of residential blocks in Wilson Street was released to
the market in the last month and was ‘sold out’ within 2 days.
BAVBC request council urgently look at options to fast track
the re-zoning of land for both commercial and residential
purposes. We request that the BAVBC and BCA are engaged in
this process in advisory capacities.
Planning and Development Approval Times and Support
Anecdotally, planning and development times for Braidwood are
excessive and are stifling economic development. Investors and
developers are reluctant to develop commercial premises in
Braidwood because of the uncertainty and lack of clarity around
the approvals process which results in a high-risk premium. The
result of this is that investors are either dissuaded from
developing commercial premises or undertake unapproved
developments. We understand that delays are partially due to
the need to engage with NSW heritage, however expect it is also
a resource and experience issue.
1. BAVBC request QPRC review the data on Planning and
Development Applications and client satisfaction feedback with a
view to identifying and rectifying processing bottle necks.
Braidwood Planning Issues
Development of a Braidwood Strategic Plan
Per our previous correspondence, Reference A, we understand
QPRC are in the process of developing a new Community
Strategic Plan – Towards 2042. Our view is that this is fine at an
aggregate level, but we are strongly of the view that the focus on
Braidwood’s unique setting and circumstances will not be
adequately addressed in a broader regional plan. We do not
believe that a generic strategy development effort across the
region or jointly with collaborating councils will yield a result that
is appropriate or satisfactory for Braidwood and our surrounding
region.
Our Chamber strongly believe this broader regional focus is a
key contributor to Braidwood’s lack of relative progress.
As mentioned during our meetings, we have with the BCA and
various other local representatives and professionals
commenced work on developing a community Vision and
Strategy for Braidwood – this will be a high-level community
centric perspective we hope can assist QPRC and other
stakeholders to understand where our regional community would
like to see our future.
BAVBC therefore request QPRC consider developing a
Braidwood specific strategy that can guide and direct the QPRC
focus and priorities for the Braidwood region into the future.

Coordinated Plan for the Upgrade of Braidwood’s
Infrastructure
BAVBC broadly understands QPRC’s planning cycle
and artefacts. However, given the broad and
comprehensive program of works required to recover
Braidwood’s infrastructure, we believe a dedicated,
comprehensive and coordinated Braidwood
Infrastructure Plan is required.
BAVBC request QPRC create a Braidwood specific
infrastructure plan to prioritise and coordinate the future
of the town’s infrastructure works.
Wallace Street Traffic By-pass
With the significant growth in traffic through Braidwood’s
CBD, we are of the view that QPRC need to consider
some form of CBD by-pass for heavy traffic and through
traffic. At peak traffic periods, some traffic is already bypassing Wallace Street via Ryrie and Elrington Streets
which is creating a hazard because they are not
designed as by-pass roads and both pass schools. We
are not advocating for a by-pass of the township at this
stage, but merely an alternative route for heavy traffic
and vehicles that are not looking to lay-by in
Braidwood’s CBD.
BAVBC request that QPRC commence planning for
a Braidwood CBD by-pass for heavy and through traffic
as a matter of priority. We also request that the speed
limit along Wallace Street is reviewed – particularly for
peak pedestrian and commuter periods.
Braidwood Traffic Count
One of the key issues for the township is the lack of
data and data analytics to understand key Braidwood
related trends. BAVBC understands that Braidwood has
not had a traffic counter in place since 2016/17.Since
then, we believe anecdotally that traffic flows through
Braidwood along the Kings Highway have increased
significantly, with our major concerns being the
apparent disproportionate representation of heavy
vehicles, trucks, caravans and boats in that increased
volume.
A manual traffic count conducted by the Braidwood
Community Association (BCA) at the Monkittee Bridge
location indicated traffic flows were much higher than
TfNSW and QPRC estimates. This is alarming given
traffic volumes are a significant consideration in
selection and prioritisation of projects.

Continued next page

Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 7
20 October 2021

Braidwood Business Chamber Letter to Council CEO ~ Continued
We believe that Braidwood’s main street and adjacent
infrastructure are being rapidly degraded because of the
increased weight and volume of traffic – for which the
infrastructure was not designed. We believe the impact of
higher traffic flows of big heavy vehicles and sheer volume
of cars through peak periods represents a significant safety
issue in and around Wallace Street – with bumper to
bumper traffic and ‘log jams’ making navigating the CBD by
pedestrians quite dangerous. See previous Requested
Action 7 regarding a review of Wallace Street speed limits.
In addition to this, the rate of the degradation around
Wallace Street appears to be accelerating with unsightly
verges and dangerous ruts the new normal. We plan to
conduct a sample review and video capture of this across
the summer period to support our assertions.
Whilst we understand installing a traffic counter is the
responsibility of TfNSW, we believe that QPRC need to put
a priority on understanding the impacts and actions required
to redress this situation.We therefore request:
QPRC urgently advocate the installation of traffic
counters in and around Wallace Street.

D&S Motors Phase 2 Re-development
We are pleased that the D&S motors re-development is
gaining traction and are broadly happy with our understanding
of that project to date. We are however disappointed that
Phase 2 of the re-development involving the QPRC depot
relocation is nominally not planned for commencement for
three years. We believe that this timing will not keep pace with
the increased growth in parking needs in and around Wallace
Street; particularly parking to accommodate, cars with
caravans, boats, and trailers. Currently, we’re anecdotally
seeing significant growth in these types of vehicles passing
through the township and crowding the verges of streets
adjacent to Wallace Street. This is having a compounding
effect on parking available for regular vehicles. Apart from the
damage these longer and heavier vehicles are inflicting on
verges that are not appropriate for such traffic, the lack of
available parking for regular visitor traffic is compromising
economic activity for businesses in and around Wallace Street.
BAVBC request that QPRC significantly expedite the D&S
Motors Phase 2 Re-development. This may mean relocating
Council accommodation to temporary premises.

Water Security
Braidwood’s town water supply is not resilient as was
demonstrated during the last drought when the river ran dry,
and water had to be trucked into the Braidwood reservoir
from Canberra. With the frequency and severity of
droughts forecast to increase under climate change it is
likely that within the next 10 years Braidwood will once
again be facing a water crisis. Compounding this is the fact
that Braidwood’s increasing population, which has
increased by around 450 people in the past five years, is
putting increasing pressure on our town water supply.
With community resilience a key focus of State and Local
governments in the aftermath of the 2019/20 bushfires, the
BAVBC requests QPRC initiate an urgent project with
relevant stakeholders to future proof Braidwood’s water
supply. At the very least we would expect a consultant is
engaged to study the issues associated with Braidwood’s
water supply and recommend options on which QPRC and
other government agencies can act.

CBD Remediation Works
As highlighted in our previous correspondence, Reference A,
there are a range of works in and around Wallace Street that
require attention. BAVBC believe that there are two separate
actions required, one relatively short term and the other longer
term.
1. BAVBC request QPRC consider some temporary works /
mitigating actions to address our safety concerns and unsightly
verges as a matter of priority.
2. BAVBC request that QPRC launch a broader longer-term
initiative to rectify the verges, drainage and paths in and
around Wallace Street. This may involve dissuading long
vehicles from parking close to Wallace Street.
We understand QPRC’s responsibilities are broad and are
more easily considered and delivered via a standardised
system and focus – across our three key centres. However,
Braidwood’s unique nature, which is starkly different to
Bungendore’s and Queanbeyan’s justifies deliberate focus and
consideration. As the only heritage listed town in NSW,
Braidwood needs a dedicated planning focus to ensure the
needs and future of our town are befitting of the town and
region’s potential. Whilst our requests will undoubtedly lead to
an increased burden on QPRC, we believe this is the only way
to genuinely unlock the region’s potential.
As mentioned previously, I request you consider including our
requested actions or related works in the QPRC Delivery Plan
that is currently being developed.
If you would like any clarification or have any questions please
do not hesitate to get in contact. We look forward to continuing
to work collaboratively with your team.
Yours Sincerely,
Jamie Reynolds
Chair Person, Braidwood and Villages Business Chamber
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55 Per Cent of "Regional"
Grants went to the cities
Analysis released by the Australian National Audit
Office has revealed that 55 per cent of all "regional"
grants announced by the Morrison-Joyce Government
since 2018 have gone to projects located in the major
cities.
Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain said this was
another blow for regional areas that had to deal with so
much during this time.
“It is frustrating to see that 3,682 ‘regional’ grants went
to major cities, compared to only 309 projects in areas
classified as ‘remote’ or ‘very remote’,” Ms McBain
said.
"The fact is these grants are targeted at regional areas
for a reason. The money and support should be flowing
to regional communities like Adelong, Cooma,
Braidwood and Bombala – not to Surry Hills.
“The Morrison-Joyce Government talks a big game
when it comes to regional development, but it’s clear to
me that they continually favour projects based in the
major cities – and this report proves it.
“Regional areas can’t continue to be left behind, this
government needs to actually invest in them.
“The ANAO analysis also found that more than 40 per
cent of all government grants awarded since 2018 were
granted through a ‘closed non-competitive process’.
“One of those closed round tenders resulted in
$10million of regional and remote funding going to the
North Sydney Pool. The city project was put first
despite pools across this region desperately needing
upgrades which we’ve seen this through recent grant
applications for Bega, Batlow and Khancoban pools.”
The revelations from the ANAO follow hot on the heels
of new analysis revealing that roughly 90 per cent of
Building Better Regions Round 5 grants went to
Coalition held or targeted seats and that Coalition
backbenchers were given the opportunity to lobby for
projects that didn't meet the funding criteria.
“I would have loved to have been able to advocate for
projects in Eden-Monaro because I know there are so
many worthy projects here – but I wasn’t given this
same opportunity,” Ms McBain said.
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Braidwood Community
Association News
Council elections on Dec 4th are drawing closer and
candidates have to nominate by November 4th. The
BCA has started to contact candidates for a Meet the
Candidates event in Braidwood on Tuesday 9th
November at 6.00pm. We will be working with the
Braidwood Business Chamber to organise and run this
event. The results of the BCA Priority Projects survey
will be sent to all candidates, and we will be asking
them to commit to supporting the projects identified as
being of high importance to our community.
We have received nearly 200 responses to our survey
so far. Thank you to everyone who has responded so
far. There is still time to Have your Say. The survey is
online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/82YDZZH
until November 4th.
This week the tenders for the Braidwood Skate Park are
being assessed by a team from QPRC, the BCA, the
Braidwood Youth Performing Arts Association and local
skate experts. Work will be starting soon on preparing
the site at the Rec Ground. The creek will be cleared
and drainage pipes installed behind the Braidwood Life
Centre. The long awaited skate park should be
completed in mid 2022, and will give our youth another
fantastic outdoor recreation option at the Rec Ground.
Sue Murray
President, Braidwood Community Association.
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Australia must double
commitment to climate finance:
says Climate Action Monaro
As the COP26 climate talks in Glasgow loom, Climate
Action Monaro (CAM) joins other Australian groups in
calling on the Australian Government to lift its
contribution to global finance to $3 billion over 20202025.
Working under the umbrella group Climate Action
Network Australia (CANA), Oxfam Australia, ActionAid
Australia, Edmund Rice Centre, The Australia Institute,
the Climate Council and Greenpeace, have released a
new report today that calls on Australia to deliver its fair
and responsible share in helping poorer countries deal
with climate change.
The report is called Fairer Futures: Financing Global
Finance Solutions.
A key outcome of the COP21 meeting in Paris was a
pledge to mobilise US$100 billion per year by 2020 in
new and additional funds to help developing countries
avoid, or at least adapt to, the worst effects of climate
change.
President of CAM, Ms Jo Oddie, says unless more
money is given by wealthy countries like Australia to
climate finance, including the Green Climate Fund,
poverty and inequality will worsen as global warming
accelerates.
“Our Pacific neighbours are already experiencing more
severe cyclones and flooding,” says Ms Oddie.
“Exacerbated by Covid, many are too stretched
financially to build sea walls and undertake other
adaptation measures.
“It is vital that industrialised countries that have built
their wealth by burning fossil fuels provide help to
countries who have contributed least to the problem of
climate change but are the most adversely affected by
it.
“Australia has dragged its feet when it comes to
ambitious emission reduction targets, so expanding its
climate finance commitments will be one way it can
restore its international reputation,” she says. “Prime
Minister Scott Morrison will attend COP26 in Glasgow
which begins in 11 days and needs to have something
to offer, be it more ambitious targets or finance –
preferably both.
“The United Kingdom, Canada, US and NZ have all
recently pledged to significantly increase their
international climate finance contribution. Only two days
ago, the New Zealand Government announced it will be
quadrupling (from $300million to $1.3 billion) the
amount of money it spends on climate finance.
“If New Zealand can do it, so can we,” says Ms Oddie.
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Gelati Summer

Provisions Deli & Creperie has just partnered with
Mellabella Gelato (based in Bungendore) for an exclusive
summer pop up. After the year that was 2021, Provisions
aim is to treat our local Braidwood community to a bright
(and very delicious) summer.
The owner of Mellabella Gelato, Melany Batley, worked as
a financial advisor for 20 years and then one day, realising
it didn’t fulfil her, she quit her job, enrolled herself in
Melbourne’s official ‘University of Gelato’ and never turned
back. She’s since launched a very successful regional
business.
Melany and her husband have lived in Bungendore for 15
years and they are currently in the process of moving to
Braidwood.
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Local Government Joins Calls for Urgent Investment in Social Housing
Local Government NSW (LGNSW) is joining calls for the State
Government to prioritise women’s economic security and
urgently invest in social housing to help NSW build back from
the COVID pandemic.
LGNSW President Linda Scott said the association was
joining its Anti-Poverty Week partners in calling for the NSW
Government to invest in supporting women in need, helping
communities build back after COVID and growing the NSW
economy through the Pink Hi-Vis Recovery campaign.
“A new Equity Economics report released today highlights the
urgent need to invest in women’s economic security by
building more social housing,” Cr Scott said.
“The report shows in many cases women have borne the
brunt of COVID 19, with 61 per cent of job losses since May
2021 being female jobs. The pandemic has also exacerbated
housing security for women, with almost 5000 being forced to
stay in unsafe or violent homes or face homelessness.
“Councils have long recognised the urgency of this issue and
have been advocating for the NSW and federal governments
to take action to address the housing and homelessness crisis
right across NSW.
“In recent months LGNSW and council submissions to the
ongoing Regional Housing Taskforce have sent a loud and
clear message about the need for more social and affordable
housing in the regions, adding to longstanding calls for action
in metropolitan areas.”
LGNSW was not alone in raising the issue, with calls coming
from NSW Council of Social Service, Country Women’s
Association, PCYC, Financial Councillors Association, Mission
Australia, Older Women’s Network, Castle Disability Services
and St Vincent De Paul as part of Anti-Poverty Week.
Cr Scott said the economic uncertainty was compounded by
rising rental costs, with rents in regional areas rising over the
past two years and properties in the cheapest quartile
increasing by 13 per cent.
“Median rents for a two-bedroom home in greater Sydney take
up around 65 per cent of the average income for single
parents,” Cr Scott said.
“In our 2021 NSW Budget submission we called for the NSW
Government to urgently invest in 5,000 social housing units,
and we once again repeat this call in light of this troubling
report.
“The good news is, this will not only tackle the growing
housing crisis, it will stimulate the NSW economy, delivering
$4.5 billion in economic output and almost 14,000 jobs.”

LGNSW and partnering organisations are also pushing for a
long-term funding boost to domestic violence and specialist
homelessness services.
“The NSW Government on Saturday announced an additional
$183 million to fast track more than 1400 new social housing
properties, largely in Western Sydney and regional NSW, and
including housing for Aboriginal families,” Cr Scott said.
“This funding is a great start, representing 400 new social
housing properties in total, but much more is needed.”

CRCs unleash billion dollar inventions, but
scientists need armour shield for cyberbullies

One of Australia’s most influential people in innovation, Dr
Katherine Woodthorpe AO, delivered the 2021 Ralph Slatyer
Address on Science and Society at the National Press Club
as part of Cooperative Research Australia’s Collaborate
Innovate 2021 conference, marking the 30th Anniversary of
the world-renowned Cooperative Research Centres
Program.
Dr Woodthorpe's address celebrated brilliant Cooperative
Research Centre innovations like the technology used in the
Cochlear ear implant, space-age materials shell-casing
Boeing's 787 Dreamliner, and some of the world's bestselling dental and eye health care products.
But she highlighted deep concerns about the way scientists
have been treated during the Covid-19 pandemic particularly online.
Dr Woodthorpe called on news organisations, and tech titans
who own social media platforms: "Don’t amplify the
denigrators and conspiracy theorists. Balance is not one
climate denier vs one climate scientist. It’s 2000 scientists
before the denier gets their chance."
"Most scientists eschew the spotlight and really just want to
get on with their research, but the world has changed and all
of those who know that a better understanding of science
can only help and not hinder us need to step up and
communicate the value of what we are doing," Dr
Woodthorpe will tell the Press Club audience.
"The angry mob’s loudest voices have a huge pull and even
seemingly sensible people have been sucked down their
conspiracy black holes. And the effort it takes to refute any
one of their articles, tweets or other postings takes an order
of magnitude more that it took the conspiracy theorists and
their trolls and bots to invent it and disseminate it."

Braidwood Bugle
Invasive European wasps alter
scavenging dynamics around carrion
By Michael Squires
In a recent study conducted by Sydney University and
ANU, in the Australian Alps, it was observed that the
European Wasp can disrupt food webs and species
interactions dramatically.
These Wasps are opportunistic predators and
scavengers, but their role in food webs associated with
carrion is poorly understood.
This particular study examined wasp abundance at
20 vertebrate carcasses in south-eastern Australia.
The researchers also collected data on the abundance
of blowflies and the occurrence and behavior of
vertebrate scavengers at the same carcasses. Wasps
arrived within minutes of deploying fresh carcasses
and were approximately 4.3 times more abundant in
forest compared with grassland habitats. Wasps killed
and mutilated native blowflies and may have prevented
them from ovipositing on carcasses, as the
researchers subsequently found that these carcasses
were devoid of fly larvae. European wasps also
appeared to interfere with dingoes (Canis dingo)
feeding on carcasses, based on observations from
cameras showing dingoes snapping their heads in the
air and then retreating from the carcasses suddenly.
The other major vertebrate scavenger in the system,
feral pigs (Sus scrofa), did not show similar behavioral
responses. Although we observed European wasps
feeding on carcasses, carcass mass loss was slow.
This could be a direct result of European Wasps
suppressing flies and
potentially excluding dingoes from accessing
carcasses. We conclude that European wasps may
alter the way energy flows through scavenging food
webs, which could have cascading impacts on
ecosystem dynamics and services, including
agriculture.
A follow up study is being prepared in Reidsdale where
the climate is more moderate than in the Alps.

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 11 20 October 2021

Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 12 20 October 2021

NSW Crimestoppers 'Just Hang Up'
Almost 90% of Australians have received at least one
nuisance or unwanted call every week and a further 10%
receiving more than ten nuisance or unwanted calls each
week, according to a recent consumer survey* undertaken by
Crime Stoppers (NSW).
Scam activity has a significant social and economic impact on
Australians. The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission’s Scamwatch, reports phone calls continue to be
the most common way scammers reach consumers with
financial losses of $66.8 million reported to Scamwatch
between 1 January to 3 October 2021 from 120,279 reports.
This represents a 104% increase in losses and an 87%
increase in reports.
Scammers are finding new ways to trick people into taking
their calls. For example, Caller ID spoofing is one such tactic
which allows the scammer to disguise their identity. If the
scammer is calling from outside Australia, they can actually
display an Australian phone number, including a mobile
number, which increases the likelihood of you answering their
call.
Some people are even receiving calls from “their own” phone
number, while other people’s valid phone numbers are being
reported as a phone scam because it has been used by
criminals. If your phone number has been stolen and used in a
phone scam, contact your telco provider immediately.
NSW Crime Stoppers has launched a new campaign to help
the community minimise the risk of falling victim to phone
scams.
CEO, NSW Crime Stoppers, Mr Peter Price AM said, “A
legitimate institution will not ask probing or personal questions
on an unsolicited call. The questions may seem harmless, but
they build a picture of you, where your finances are, your
financial situation and other personal details that allow them to
impersonate you and extract money”.
“Hanging up may be the difference between being scammed
or not”, added Mr Price.
Our message to the community is simple: Just Hang Up.
Reputable organisations like financial institutions and the ATO
will never ask you for passwords or for access to your
computer, just hang up.
What to do: If there is a distinct delay when you pick up the
phone and the person does not announce who they are before
starting the conversation, just hang up.
If someone asks for your personal information, just hang up.
The survey found of those who receive unwanted or nuisance
calls, more than 68% have been asked for credit card or
payment details or asked for access to their computer.
More than half the people surveyed engaged with the
nuisance call before eventually hanging up and in 5% of the
cases, people have given out their personal information, credit
card or payment details or access to their computer.
The best advice we can give to consumers is just hang up,
then check if the call is legitimate by calling the organisation
they claim to be from using contact details you’ve sourced
independently, like a Google search. Never use the contact
details associated with the call.
Never give out any personal information and if you are
concerned you may have been scammed, let your bank know
if you’ve given away any banking details and report the scam
to Scamwatch. The not for profit, ID Care, can help you if you
have given away personal information.
A fact sheet with advice on how to spot and deal with a phone
scam is available at www.nsw.crimestoppers.com.au

Braidwood Bugle
NSW Nationals announce
preselection of Nichole Overall
as candidate for Monaro

The NSW Nationals have announced that Nichole
Overall will be its candidate for the upcoming
Monaro by-election, following the announcement
earlier this month that local MP John Barilaro will
retire from politics.
Mr Barilaro said, “The decision to retire as the
Member for Monaro was not an easy one, but I
know Nichole is the best candidate for the job –
she will take up the fight for the region to ensure
the Monaro gets its fair share.”
Mrs Overall has been a member of the National
party for only a few weeks, and had previously
been expected to make a run for the Liberal party.
Mrs Overall said, “If I am elected, my goal will be to
ensure the people who are the backbone of these
communities are not left behind.
“My commitment to the people of Monaro is to
ensure the Nationals in Government continue to
build on our ‘push for the bush’, protecting our
communities and delivering improved roads,
community projects, education, health, and social
services."
Deputy Premier and Leader of The NSW Nationals
Paul Toole said he was excited about the prospect
of working with Mrs Overall.
“I’ve found Nichole to be a straight shooter who will
stand up for the communities across the Monaro,”
he said.
“I am confident Nichole will carry on John’s record
of delivering for all Monaro residents, from
Queanbeyan to Jindabyne and everywhere in
between.”
The by-election date is yet to be announced.
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Tech boom puts firefighter safety first
New technology is being deployed across NSW to
bolster firefighting efforts and safety, including
ground-breaking drones providing firefighters
with specialised images and data from incidents
in “real time”.
Minister for Police and Emergency Services David
Elliott joined Fire and Rescue NSW Commissioner
Paul Baxter at the Emergency Services Academy
in Orchard Hills today to inspect the newest
technology guaranteed to enhance firefighter
situational awareness, and improve incident
planning and preparation.
The tech package will see a $57.4 million
investment by the NSW Government, as part of
its overall $480 million response to the
Independent Bushfire Inquiry following the Black
Summer Bushfires of 2019/20.

The ‘connected firefighter’ package includes:
· Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) which
provide images and data from incidents in real-time,
to assist firefighters with incident planning. These
drones can now also assist HAZMAT crews with
chemical and gas detection.
· Cell On Wheels (CoWs) are mobile modules
equipped with communications technology, which
can also provide power for extended period,
especially useful in remote parts of the State without
coverage.
· Upgrades to FRNSW Mobile Command Centres,
ensuring communications between incident
management teams and firefighters.
· Vehicle as a Node (VaaNs) which are vehicles that
have a built-in Wi-Fi hub to provide mobile 4G
network in remote locations where satellite
connection is limited.
Minister for Police and Emergency Services David
Elliott said that the NSW Government is providing
record funding towards initiatives which are
bolstering our community safety.
“What is apparent is that our emergency services are
entering a tech boom, one which rightly puts NSW
ahead of the pack this bushfire season,” Mr Elliott
said.
“These assets will ensure our first responders are
safe as they enter dangerous and volatile fire
grounds to protect their communities,” he said
Commissioner Baxter said the investment will see
fire trucks equipped with satellite communication
capability to ensure radios can be upgraded remotely
for faster, more efficient support across regional
areas.
“Responding to emergencies in ways that are timely,
safe, and effective relies on having up-to-date IT and
communications systems and equipment. It ensures
that FRNSW is prepared for anything,” Commissioner
Baxter said.
“Resources such as RPAS, two-way pagers, upgrades
to our Mobile Command Centre and Cells on Wheels,
provide smarter inter-operability for not only our
firefighters on the ground, but also our
communications personnel behind the scenes,” he
said.
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Integrated Vaccination Certificate opens to all on service NSW APP
Residents across NSW will be able to integrate the
COVID-19 digital vaccination certificate into their
Service NSW app from today with the program now
rolling out State-wide.
Minister for Digital and Customer Service Victor
Dominello said with restrictions to further ease as the
state approaches 80 per cent double vaccination, the
integration of the vaccine certificate with the app will
make things easier for the people of NSW.
“This is an extra digital service to make life easier for
the businesses and customers of NSW as we open
back up. NSW is the first jurisdiction in Australia to roll
out an integrated QR code solution for displaying
vaccination status State wide,” Mr Dominello said.
“When someone visits a venue, they’ll be able to show
their green check-in tick and vaccination status
simultaneously, saving staff and customers time.
“While integrating the COVID-19 digital certificate on to
the Service NSW app will be optional, it will be the by
far the easiest and quickest way to prove you’re fully
vaccinated.”
The State-wide roll out follows a successful regional
pilot with clubs, aged-care facilities and taxis in Port
Macquarie, Tamworth, Wagga Wagga and Lismore, as
well as internal government participants.
As the vaccine data sits in the Federal Australian
Immunisation Register to integrate the COVID-19 digital
certificate into the Service NSW app you will need to:
· Ensure your Federal MyGov account is linked to
Medicare
· Download the Express Plus Medicare app and sign
in with your MyGov account details
· Select ‘Proof of vaccinations’ and then ‘View history’
· Select ‘Share with check in app’ and then ‘Service
NSW’
“I would like to thank the Federal Government, in
particular Minister Stuart Robert, for his support and
collaboration in making this happen and sharing the
data at the end of last month,” Mr Dominello said.
“I also want to thank the businesses and individuals
who participated in the various industry-based trials this
week in Port Macquarie, Lismore, Tamworth and
Wagga and Wagga. Your feedback has been invaluable
in getting us to this point ahead of schedule.
“Integrating the vaccine certificate also helps future
proof our State’s digital infrastructure in the event that
proof of vaccination is ever required again or if it’s still
needed in certain settings like international travel.”

There were already three ways to demonstrate the vaccine
certificate. Customers can use the Express Plus Medicare app
or the digital wallet on their phone. Customers without a
smartphone can print a vaccination certificate from their
Medicare account or contact Services Australia for a paper
certificate in order to prove their vaccination status.
John Green, Director of Liquor and Policing at the Australian
Hotels Association NSW, said venue operators were reporting
the vaccination status combined with the QR check-in made it
easier to check and validate.
“The convenience of having a customer’s vaccination status
presented alongside their check-in will allow for a seamless
entry and take pressure off venue staff,” Mr Green said. “It
certainly makes the process quicker.”
The Service NSW app will include a number of security
measures to help compliance officers and businesses with
checking and validating a customer’s vaccination status,
including a NSW Waratah logo hologram and rotating QR
codes, similar to the Digital Driver Licence.
For more information, please visit nsw.gov.au or call 13 77 88.

Fixing gender pay gap & extended paternity
leave, among keys to seeing more women in
agriculture’s leadership ranks
Influential names in Australian agriculture are setting the
standard in narrowing the gender gap in the sector’s
leadership ranks.
Twenty-seven government, business and representative
organisations are a part of the Diversity in Agriculture
Leadership Program, led by the National Farmers
Federation.
NFF President Fiona Simson said Program Partners ranging
from multi-nationals to organisations with less than 30 staff,
were changing the way they attract, retain and promote
women.
“Each year, the Partners of the Diversity in Agriculture
Leadership Program publicly pledge to continue to take make
meaningful change on gender diversity within their
organisations. Partners report on their progress and their
commitments for the future.”
Diversity in Agriculture Leadership Program Partners include:
AgForce; AACo; AgriFutures Australia; BASF; Bayer;
CANEGROWERS; Coles; Cotton Australia; CPC;
Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment; Cooperative Research Centre for Developing
Northern Australia; FMC; Fulton Market Group, Grains
Research and Development Corporation; National Farmers’
Federation; nbn; NSW Farmers; Nufarm; Nutrien Ag
Solutions; Prime Super; Rabobank; Rimfire Resources; Rural
Bank; Syngenta; WFI and Wine Australia.
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Author, Journalist and Screenwriter Robert Macklin as a regular contributor to the Bugle.
THE GADFLY PAPERS, are a delightful collection of columns he has been writing since 2012.

Gadfly
By Robert Macklin
The announcement that Canberra is
to have its own Holocaust Museum raises some
fundamental questions about Australia’s own Aboriginal
history.
‘Holocaust’ is now a label reserved for the barbarity that
Adolf Hitler and his accomplices visited upon Europe’s
Jewish people in World War II. It was made the more
shocking by its concentration over half a decade in the
Photo
: Jennie
Marston and the other death factories.
obscenity
of Auschwitz
Yet the fate of Australia’s Aboriginal people differs
only in the period and the location of its execution. It took
much longer, and its settings were scattered over a
continent bigger than Europe. Its instruments were
diverse – guns, poison, dispossession, degradation and
disease.
The result was the same.
There is a singular connection: when the Nazis in
November 1938 attacked Jewish homes, businesses and
synagogues on ‘Kristallnacht’, the night of broken glass
that signalled the start of the horror, Australian
officialdom was silent. But William Cooper, a Yorta Yorta
man from the Murray Valley, leader of the Australian
Aborigines League, took a letter of protest and
condemnation to the German Consulate in Melbourne.
They refused to receive it.
There is also a disconnect: in the wake of the Nazi
atrocity, the Germans of a new generation had the
courage to own the actions of their forebears, to confess
and crave forgiveness, to pay reparations of the
exchequer and the spirit. Not so the Australian colonisers.
Behind the scenes, however, a Jewish Rabbi,
Avraham Schwarz has made it his life’s work to educate
Australia’s Jewish community about William

Cooper and indigenous issues since the 1990s. He
established the William Cooper Legacy Project with
Cooper’s oldest surviving grandchild, “Uncle” Boydie
Cooper. He persuaded German Chancellor to be, Angela
Merkel to accept William’s 1938 protest in 1983. And the
new Holocaust Museum in Perth will feature a huge
image of William Cooper on its façade.
Yet as the centuries pass, the Aboriginal people
are still waiting for Australian governments to emulate
the German response. Along the way, a cohort of
Australians, black and white, have raised their hands
and their voices to officialdom, arguing, pleading and
demanding the natural justice that we codify in our
unofficial national canon as the ‘fair go’.
The latest cry for justice, the Uluru Statement
from the Heart, is the most powerful yet articulated. It
resounds from an Aboriginal gathering – the aroused
and re-energised survivors of their holocaust –
demanding a Voice in policies affecting the land their
ancestors tended for 60,000 years; a Truth-telling of
the realities of the occupiers’ attempted ethnocide; and
a Treaty that lays down the conditions for a future that
will finally ‘close the gap’ in status, wealth and power
between themselves and the colonisers of 1788.
The response of successive Australian
Governments has been either symbolic – Paul Keating’s
Redfern Speech and Kevin Rudd’s apology to the stolen
generations – or niggardly. ‘Closing the gap’ between
the original Australians and the health and wealth of
their white compatriots began as an aspiration; it
remains as a plaintive echo of systemic failure.
Perhaps Canberra’s Holocaust Museum will play a
part in turning the national tide. William Cooper’s long
journey to the German Consulate would not have been
in vain.
robert@robertmacklin.com

Braidwood Church News
St Bede's Parish
REFLECTION on Mark 10:46-52 by Father Michael Tate
Bartimaeus sat on the side of the way, having pilgrims
throw coins onto his cloak spread out before him. But the
presence of Jesus encouraged him to abandon his cloak,
jump up from his ground level existence and ask to truly
see the way from Jesus’ perspective.
Jesus responded to this act of faith by curing the disease
so that Bartimaeus could see ahead in the same way as
Jesus and follow him on ‘the Way’ (the earliest name for
Christianity).
You and I can remain with the security of a familiar
existence, hoping to be tossed a few coins of consolation
to satisfy our various hungers. But Jesus wants us to take
courage, to jump up and to share his vision.
This takes faith, but we are in a better situation than
Bartimaeus. He knew only that Jesus was on the way from
Jericho to Jerusalem. We believe that, in Jerusalem,
Jesus was lifted well above ground level and then had the
astounding victory over the worst that death could do.
We might pause for a moment to pray for the courage to
abandon whatever is keeping us grounded, so that with
Bishop Richard of Chichester we may see Christ more
clearly, love him more dearly, and follow him more nearly.
The church will now be closed to the public for the
duration of the roof repairs. Mass will now be held in
the St Bede’s school hall, Saturdays at 6pm. The hall
can accommodate 40 people under the 4sqm rule so I
would appreciate, if you intend to join us, your letting us
know so that seating can be arranged accordingly. All are
welcome, regardless of vaccination status.
Masks are still mandatory and communion will be
distributed as before. Phone48422444; 0430 169 849 or
0408 687 915.
Tuesday Mass will recommence on 26th October in the
Presbytery courtyard.
COVID-19 Links for information:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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Braidwood Uniting Church
My first taste of statistics was my first year at uni. While
I didn’t really enjoy the subject, I did scoop 95% on the
final exam: a lovely surprise. But rather than find
interest in the categories where most people were
included, the centre of the bell curve, it has always
been those who are a little different, the “outliers” that
have drawn my attention. When “most” are reported in
a particular context, I am wondering about those who
are statistically unusual.
For example, when Statista tells us that 90% of
Australian households own a refrigerator, I am intrigued
about the unreported 10% who do not have a ‘fridge. I
have an interest in the outliers, the outsiders, those
who live differently, and this is something I see
reflected in the life of Jesus. It was on the edges of
society, on the fringes of ‘normal life’ that we so often
see Jesus engaged with people; the tax collectors, the
single mums, the lame.
Jesus had a heart for the people who didn’t seem to fit
within the norm of society, and this was a challenge for
his followers, who wanted to be seen as fitting in and
reputable. The message of Jesus, that all are included,
is so strongly presented in John 3:16, a most popular
verse. “For God so loved the world that he gave…” not
only to the reputable, not only to the respected, not only
to those who live how I think they should. I wonder if
God’s generosity to all the world, to all people, is an
encouragement to end discrimination between any
version of the have’s and the have nots. Jesus
encourages us not only to love those who think
differently to us, but to step up to the challenge of
loving even our enemies (Matthew 5:43).
What a gift to Braidwood this would be.
Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the congregation
of Braidwood Uniting Church. Radio Church 6pm on
Braidwood Community Radio. Garage Sale,
Wednesday 9-3. Cnr Duncan and Monkittee Streets.

Braidwood Church News

Anglican Parish
of Braidwood
The Answer is : Gratitude
The surest way to ruin your child’s prospects for a happy
life is to indulge their every whim, teach them that the world
‘owes them’, cultivate in them a sense of entitlement, under
no circumstances allow them to ‘work by the sweat of their
brow’ and experience the satisfaction that comes from
discipline, sacrifice and a job well done.
In the classic Little Women, Mrs March tells this story to
her daughters:
‘Once upon a time there were four girls who had enough to
eat and drink and wear, a good many comforts and
pleasures, kind friends and parents, yet they were no
content. These girls made many excellent resolutions; but
they were constantly saying, ”If only we had this,” or “if only
we could do that”. So they asked an old woman what spell
they could use to make them happy and she said,
” When you feel discontented, think over your blessings
and be grateful.”
They decided to try her advice, and soon were surprised to
see how well off they were. One discovered that money
couldn’t keep shame and sorrow out of rich people’s
houses; another found she was a great deal happier with
her youth, health and good spirits than a certain fretful,
feeble old lady who couldn’t enjoy her comforts; a third
that, disagreeable as it was to help get dinner, it was
harder still to have to go begging for it.
So they agreed to stop complaining and enjoy the
blessings they already possessed.’
The question is: ‘What shall I render unto the Lord for all
His benefits towards me?’
The answer is: gratitude!
An extract from The Word for Today” A Christian Vision
publication.
Next Sunday 24th Oct, with the easing of COVID
restrictions we will be holding our worship service at St
Andrew’s church. COVID check-in will be required &
current rules followed.
Please join us at 10am at St Andrew’s Church, Elrington
St, Braidwood.
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A lockdown Poem
by Mary Murray
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A Beer with Bazz # 39
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Bazza leaned back and stretched his back to take in the view
from the front bar window of the pub. He squinted as the sun
jostled clouds in the heavy, grey sky. The brakes on the
passing semi trailers squealed frustration at the fifty km
speed limit. A lone dog was tethered to the dripping tap
outside the pub. Bazza smiled at the thought of old Bill back
to his usual stopover at the local after the lockdown.
Bazza nodded to the full schooner as Mick pulled up a bar
stool.
“Good to have a real beer, Bazza. Things are almost back to
normal. I mean it’s a bit like getting into Fort Knox but its
good to be back in the pub. I see old Bill is back to taking the
dog for a two hundred metre walk. Anyhow, what’s on the
agenda?”

“Fair dinkum, Mick. If the publican ran a trivia quiz on
meaningful government initiatives that do exactly what
you’re on about, the answers would all be ‘looking into
it’ or ‘got to check with Barnaby’. If I promised you a
beer for every initiative you can name, that has
delivered on the very principles you apparently stand
for, I guarantee you would walk out of here stone cold
sober.”
Mick rubbed the lines on his forehead.
“Take climate change. Two years ago we sat in this pub
and smelt the smoke of a looming catastrophe. And
what a catastrophe it proved to be. Two years later and
what are we going to about a changing climate?
Ahhhh…. we’ve got to check with Barnaby, even
though the National Farmers Federation, the Business
Council of Australia, Twiggy bloody Forrest and every
respected world leader are calling for action. I never
thought I would say it, but I’m even supporting the
Royal Family, for the first time in my life. A bunch of
commies the lot of them, eh?”
“Hang on now, Bazza, its not as if the Labor Party……”

Bazza smiled and enjoyed a long sip.
“Well there is a lot to cover, Mick. We’ve changed Premiers
and we are down a local member. There are big
opportunities for a bloke like you. I think you should ditch the
run for Mayor and head for Macquarie Street. I’d never vote
for your policies but you’re good looks might get you over the
line.”
“Ease up now, Bazza. Your commie views of the world don’t
fit down here. People don’t want to see the radical changes
you are on about. They pretty much want to preserve the
lifestyle we already have and ensure the same access for
their kids.”
Bazza shook his head and they both had a decent drink.

“You’re dead right, Mick. It’s all this small target bullshit
for them. I’m all for a government that articulates a clear
and feasible position on climate change and all the
other issues. Big decisions that make us better. We’ve
done it before on gun laws, Mabo, Medicare and the
like. All those big policies had lots of opposition but the
government of the day took them on. If I want someone
that is just going to make me feel good for a very short
time, I would vote for Santa Claus or drink red cordial.”
“Crikey Bazza, are you coming out of lockdown or
meltdown? How about another schooner?”
“Ahhh….. you’d better check with Barnaby.”
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Future Drought Fund: Round 1 of
grants to build community capacity

Biosecurity threat to future of
farms and regions

Regional communities across Australia will share in more
than $1.4 million to help them better prepare for drought
under the Future Drought Fund’s Networks to Build Drought
Resilience program.
The 33 grants announced today from round one, were
awarded across Australia, and range from $10,000 to
$139,000 to support community projects to build local
drought resilience. For details visit here.
Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia, David
Littleproud said the program focuses on local initiatives to
enable agricultural communities to better prepare and stay
strong in drought.
“Building drought resilience on a local level benefits the
entire Australian agriculture sector. The stronger individual
communities are, the more robust our industry becomes as
a result,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This round saw some great projects, in South Australia the
Women Learning Together Ambassador Network,
supporting women in agriculture; in Queensland, training
for fruit and vegetable growers in mental health and
wellbeing; in Victoria, events that bring people together to
workshop approaches to build resilience and collaboration;
and in New South Wales a forum for future farmers to build
awareness of practical solutions to manage the stresses
associated with drought.
“These are just a few of the projects underway to boost
community connectedness and help local communities
better prepare for drought.”
The $3.75 million Networks to Build Drought Resilience
program is part of a total investment through the Future
Drought Fund of $19.2 million in leadership, mentoring,
community capacity building to help build drought
resilience.
Interested organisations are encouraged to apply directly
for the second grant round to the Foundation for Rural and
Regional Renewal. Applications are open until 15
November 2021.
For more information on the Future Drought Fund and the
Networks to Build Drought Resilience program visit here.

Plans to grow a strong future for agriculture will fly out the
window if state and federal governments fail to recognise
biosecurity as a top priority.
NSW Farmers is again urging governments to secure a pest
and disease-free future. With Biosecurity Chair Ian McColl
saying a long-term funding model and robust response plan
was key in the fight against emergent threats.
“One of the main assets of the Australian agricultural sector
is our so-called ‘clean and green’ status,” Mr McColl said.
“It’s what drives demand for our food and fibre globally and it
is basically why our produce carries a high premium here
and overseas.
“We acknowledge and appreciate the state and federal
governments’ funding commitments to biosecurity over
recent years, but biosecurity is not a ‘tick and flick’ issue,
and we need surety there is a long-term and sustainable
model in place to bolster our defences against incursions.”
One example of a long-term funding model was a container
levy, which NSW Farmers had been supportive of due to its
potential to improve biosecurity measures. For a very small
fee, state and federal governments could strengthen our
borders against disease and pests.
Mr McColl said a single, widespread disease outbreak could
cause billions of dollars in economic loss, not to mention
extensive damage to our agricultural and native plants and
animals.
“If we had a foot-and-mouth disease outbreak it would have
a huge impact and shut down many exports overnight,” he
said.
“This would have a major flow-on effect in our regional and
rural communities and cost the Australian economy an
estimated $50 billion over 10 years.
“The threat of African swine fever continues to loom large
over our pork industry, and regular detection of
contaminated pork products at our borders highlights the
real risk we face of an incursion.”
The CSIRO has warned of the increasing risk of disease
outbreaks over coming decades and is urging Australia to
adapt its biosecurity model, and Mr McColl said we as a
nation must take meaningful action before it is too late.
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Bugle Motices
2021 Youth Development Scholarships
Applications are now open for the 2021 Youth
Development Scholarships, students in Years 10, 11
and 12 or TAFE equivalent are eligible for the $1,000
scholarship.
The $1,000 scholarship can help students pay for
education related expenses such as textbooks, IT
equipment and internet access.
Applications close on 18 February 2022, for more
information please go to: Youth Development
Scholarships 2022 | Family & Community Services
(nsw.gov.au)

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 23
20 October 2021

Get Dancing

Tango practice resumes at the Club on Wednesday
nights at 5.30 to 7.30pm.
Come along and have a drink or just watch.
Saturday continuing classes resume next week at
10.30am.
Movement for mobility also resumes last Sunday of
October 11am

BreastScreen NSW resumes screening
BreastScreen NSW services have recommenced at
its clinics in Queanbeyan, Moruya and Bega.
Mobile clinics will be visiting Crookwell (until 22
October), Goulburn (25 October – 17 December)
and Braidwood (29 November – 10 December).

Bugle Notices
The NSW Government Mobile Service Centre will
be returning to Braidwood on Wednesday, 10th
November 2021.
The Service NSW team on board can provide support
across a broad range of services:
Roads & Maritime Services (including licence and
registration renewals and applications).
Processing of NSW Fitness to Drive Medical
Assessments and Mobility Parking Applications.
Processing of RSA and RCG cards.
Undertaking Driver Knowledge Test (& limited
Driving Tests by appointment only, contact 13 77
88)
Births, Deaths and Marriages (including birth,
marriage, death and change of name certificates).
Application and Renewal of Working with Children
Checks on behalf of Office of Children’s Guardian.
Cost of Living appointments to assist with
accessing more than 70 government rebates and
savings.
Dine & Discover Voucher Applications
Regional Seniors Travel Card Applications
Our Mobile Service Centre is a cashless facility and will
accept payment by credit/debit cards or cheques.
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BRAIDWOOD SWIMMING POOL ACTIVITIES
SURVEY - Seeking community input!

With the swimming season approaching,
Braidwood Swimming Club are considering what
types of aquatic activities to support/ develop at
the Braidwood Pool both for this and future
seasons. The club invites all community members
to tell us which existing/ potential activities at
Braidwood Pool interest your family. Please take a
few minutes to fill in our survey via the link:
https://forms.gle/KbE8tNnn8Z8LNJeH8 or at
https://www.facebook.com/braidwoodswimclub/

Farm Equipment theft BraidwoodMonaro Police District

Police from Monaro Police District are investigating
the theft of farm equipment from a rural property on
Gilberts Lane, Braidwood, between Thursday 14
October 2021 and Friday 15 October 2021.
Items stolen from the property included a black
Crossfire 500GT ATV (similar to the image), a Stihl
chainsaw and assorted tools.
Police are appealing for information about the theft
and are urging landholders in the area to be on the
lookout for suspected criminal activity and to secure
sheds and houses to protect their assets.
If you have any information about this incident,
please contact Queanbeyan Police on 02
62980599 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Bugle Notices
Braidwood Farmers Market
October 23
Ryrie Park Markets
8am -1pm October 23
Weekly Garage Sale
Braidwood Uniting Church
Wed's 9-3 Cnr Duncan & Monkittee St
Nerriga Produce Market
1st Sunday of the Month CANCELLED

Royal Mail Hotel - Saturday the 23rd October
popular local duo THE DECADES from 7.30pm until
11.30pm. All Covid restrictions will be in place such as
checking immunisation status.
Carols in Braidwood this December.
At Ryrie Park Friday 3 December 5-8pm.

Notice of AGM
Bombay Riders Trail Horse Riders Club
November 11th @ Braidwood Serviceman's club
Followed by Sausage Sizzle and General Meeting
More details to follow closer to the time depending
on COVID related Health Orders. Further information
please email bombayriders1@gmail.com
Braidwood Men's Shed
The Men's Shed is having a covid hiatus. We're all
missing it. Most of the men are now fully vaccinated
which is great news. Usually it would be Open every
Tuesday and Friday from 9:30 AM New members
always welcome. Enquiries phone or message
0450961039 or braidwoodmensshed@gmail.com

The Pine Garden Restaurant are looking for
wait-staff. Please contact Michelle at the
Club on 4842 2108 or Jess at the Restaurant
on 4842 2095 if you are interested or would
like further information.
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Get Ready Fire Day at the Majors Creek Fire Shed
Sunday 24th October 2021 from 10am to 1pm.
Everyone welcome. Call in to the fire shed for a cuppa
and chat about your situation for the upcoming bush
fire season.
Get Ready Weekend Open Day at Farringdon RFS
The Farringdon Brigade is holding its annual Get Ready
Weekend Open Day on Sunday 24 October from 10 to 1
and we have decided that it's the perfect opportunity to
get together to say hello. There will be tea, coffee and
sweet things - all contributions gratefully accepted!
This is a great opportunity for you to meet our members
and access information and advice on how to prepare
your family and property for the curent fireseason.
We will also welcome the opportunity to talk to you about
joining the brigade in either firefighting or non
firefighting capacities. If you live in Bendoura, Wallaces
Gap, Farringdon, Harolds Cross or Kindervale or
surrounds you are most likely in our Brigade area. We
would particularly like to meet any new residents or
landowners. Masks must be worn inside and social
distancing must be maintained. The RFS has also
mandated that attendees must be fully vaccinated.

Preschool Trivia @ Braidwood Servicemen’s Club
Restrictions are easing, and so our annual Trivia Night
is back! Save the Date - Saturday 20 November - for a
night of fun, games and trivia all in support of
Braidwood Preschool. Doors will open at 6pm for a
6:30 start.
Numbers are strictly limited, and all participants must
be double-vaccinated to comply with current Health
Regulations.
Start collecting names for your table of 6 or 8 - tickets
will go on sale very soon. $20 per person.
BYO nibbles, or purchase dinner from the Club.
Braidwood Garlic Growers CoOp Limited
will be holding its AGM on Saturday 30th October.
Commencing at 4pm at the Braidwood Servicemens
Club, it will be followed by a BBQ.
Please join us to learn more about the CoOp and meet
fellow growers.
We are looking to welcome another director, no
experience necessary, so don't hesitate to put yourself
forward and join our team.
Due to Covid 19 easing of restrictions, entry to the club
requires full vaccination.
Any changes to AGM date due to Covid 19 will be
notified on Braidwood Noticeboard
For any further information please contact me
through this email or on 0447 544 001
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Braidwood Bugle
#weedwednesday with dog_leg_farm
FEVERFEW - TANACETUM PARTHENIUM.
Also known as Bachelor's Buttons, Devil's Daisy, Flirtwort, Maid's
Weed, and my favourite - Nosebleed 😊 probably on account of
its blood thinning properties.
This is another of those 'is it a weed or a herb' plants and I
personally place it in the herb family but I know for many
gardeners and graziers it's a veracious weed.
Feverfew has been used medicinally for centuries and it is
traditionally taken in the form of a tea for the treatment of
headaches, inflammation and arthritis, fevers, and period pain. It
should however be used with caution as it can have some nasty
side effects like mouth ulcers, vommiting and diarrhea if taken in
excess. A balm or salve made from Feverfew and applied
externally to the temples for migraines or to joints for
inflammation, can be just as effective.
It should be avoided by people who are taking blood thinners.
This herb relaxes blood vessels and can interact with bloodthinning medications, preventing clotting and increasing bleeding
risk.
Magickally ⛥it is associated with Venus and the element of Water
and carrying it in a bag mixed with Hyssop and Rosemary will
help prevent accidents.
As a companion plant its natural pyrethrin will ward off insects so
allow it to grow near roses or other ornamentals to discourage
aphids etc but it's best kept out off the vegie garden where you
need to attract pollinators.

Planting Feverfew near windows and doors will
help keep mozzies and flies away, and dried
bunches or sachets in wardrobes and draws will
deter moths and silverfish. And it may smell a bit
strange but I think it always looks pretty in a bunch
of wild-picked flowers. 💐
*disclaimer: be sure of plant identification before
consuming any wild plants and consult your
medical practitioner before using any natural plant
medicines.

Yoga Pose of the Week

Fierce gesture - Bhairava Mudra
This practice helps to ground and cultivates stability,
bringing about a sense of harmony within. The two
hands represent the duality of our being - ha and tha
energy. By connecting the hands we harmonize and
unite the opposites within.
To practice - Place the back of the right hand on the
palm of the left hand. With both palms facing up, rest
the hands in the lap and breathe naturally.

with Christina Jagusiak

Braidwood Sport
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Braidwood
Golf Club
News
UPDATED CONDITIONS OF PLAY AT BRAIDWOOD
At The Committee Meeting On Saturday it was RESOLVED
that:
1. persons wishing to play in the Braidwood Golf Club’s
Saturday competitions must allow their COVID-19 vaccination
status to be recorded by the Men’s and Women’s Captains (or
their delegates), to enable their participation in the competitions,
subject to the COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time.
2. if such persons have only had one vaccination, they may
play in a group of two or three.
3. if such persons do not allow their status to be recorded, or
if they are unvaccinated, they will not be permitted to play.
For The AGM October 30: Nominations for the Golf Committee
can be given to the Secretary, Deb Ferguson, prior to or at the
AGM. Nomination forms are on the notice board.
From The Captains
We are back in the golf room for everyone who is fully
vaccinated, check in & wear a mask inside.
Playing conditions have returned to "pre covid" conditions.
2BBB next week with names in by 11:45. Teams drawn by
12:00 and hit off at 12:15 pm.
Members are requested to provide current status and proof
of vaccination to the starter. Those that provided proof on
the 16th Oct need not do it again. Records are kept in the
rear of the men's Comp book.
Jackpot will be worth $200 next week.
Results Saturday October 16: Medley 2BBB Stableford Debbie & Keith Ferguson Trophy. With many thanks to you
both.
Winners: Spiro Agnew & Dick Groot Obbink 47pts
Runners Up: Donna Kuhn & Tom Duffy 43pts
3rd Place: Nelson Sargent & Ted Emmett 42pts c/b
Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens & John Harb 42pts, Deb & Keith
Ferguson 42pts, Margy Gardner & Rod Royds 39pts, Barb
Stuart & Don Burke 39pts
Men’s NTP 8/17: Spiro Agnew
Women’s NTP 3/12: Not Won,
Jackpot 3rd $190: Not Won
Handicap Changes: Spiro Agnew down 1 to 12, Rod Royds
down 1 to 21, Margy Gardner out 1 to 30, Barb Stuart out 1 to
33

Coming Events:
October 23 Saturday:
2BBB Medley Stableford - Donna & Hans Kuhn Trophy
October 30 Saturday:
AGM - After golf at 5.30pm
October 31 Sunday:
Mixed Foursomes Championships 27 Holes
November 6 Saturday:
Women’s & Men’s Stroke/Monthly Medals
November 13 Saturday:
Diggers Day
November 14 Sunday:
Single Stableford –Kerry Noble - Men’s Trophy.
Braidwood Hair Studio - Women’s Trophy. Last
Day for Vardon/Eclectic Scores
November 20 Saturday:
Committee Meeting 10.30 am Stroke/Medal of
Medals
Gordon Scott & Judy Scott Trophies
November 21 Sunday:
Men’s & Women’s Foursomes Championships –
27 Holes
November 27 Saturday: 3 Ball Stabrose - Mafia
Trophy

Braidwood Bugle Sport
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Spring into it with JPS Elite Fitness
The ebbs and flows of lockdowns appear to
have been mirrored by the level of and
enthusiasm for physical activity.
A recent AIS report from SportAus suggests
that in the initial stages of lockdown adults
became more physically active before trailing
off, while the level of children’s activity was
significantly reduced.
Not all people find it easy to self-motivate either,
with many exercising less and spending more
time in front of screens.
With the easing of restrictions, our options for
exercise around Braidwood are increasing and
it’s now easier to get support from local qualified
personal trainers.
JPS Elite Fitness is run by local lad, Josh Story,
and is now operating throughout Braidwood and
surrounds.
“I take a flexible approach to each client’s
individual fitness needs", said Josh. “I enjoy
working with my clients in Braidwood and I’ve
especially enjoyed the couples and small group
sessions.”
Not matter what your age or fitness level, if you
are looking for a little extra help with your fitness
goals, advice on nutrition or want to amp up
your training, give Josh a call on 0476 586 677 to
discuss your needs.

