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Cracker capture of the stormy summer weather caught by Leroy Plummer on January 2nd.

Roger Hosking's twenty twenty one weather in review
What a recovery from the drought and fires of two years
ago. It was partly due to the change from an “El Nino” dry
influence to a “La Nina”, the wet phase of the Southern
Oscillation.
Annual total rain was 1191mm, the highest since 1978.
The median annual total, the “normal” expectation, is
679mm.
Notable monthly totals included the third highest March
rainfall, 254mm, which was followed by the third lowest
April 1.4mm; and 218mm which was the highest for
November. We had 99mm in December.
As an aside, there were no marked climate change trend
in annual rainfall recorded at Braidwood since 1888.

On the other hand, there is a distinct warming trend of threequarters of a degree per decade in daily maximum
temperatures over the last 36 years.
Average daily maximum temperature in 2021 was 18.3
degrees, well below the long-term average of 19.2 since 1945.
The average annual total potential evaporation in 1002mm.
The total last year was 794 mm, the lowest in 36 years. This
was mainly due to more than normal cloud cover, with higher
humidity and cooler days.
We have a summer rainfall pattern and a second consecutive
La Nina could lead to it being a wetter than normal start to the
year. We’ll see.
All the best for 2022, Roger Hosking
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What’s your relationship with democracy?
Australians are adamant we want to live in a democracy.
Why? "Because" we say "it's the best form of government
there is".
Central to our belief in democracy is the one person, one
vote principle. That everyone has the right (indeed the legal
obligation) to vote ensures equality, or so we say. Be she
Prime Minister or old age pensioner her voice carries the
same weight in the ballot box. No tall poppies here…that's
one of the key tenets we proudly claim defines what it
means to be Australian.
Probe beyond the universal vote principle and our opinions
as to the workings and claimed benefits of democracy
become less clear, less universal.
Some voters put a lot of thought into deciding who to vote
for, others are pretty casual about who they mark as
no.1...and even more casual about how they allocate their
preferences. Some vote out of habit, the same way every
election irrespective of the issues at stake - they vote
tribally. Others vote along class lines (the better off vs. the
workers). Still others base their choice on simplistic
assertions (such as "the Coalition are better economic
managers").
Some vote for the party that they hope will most swell their
hip pocket nerve. Some vote for ideological or social justice
issues that vary widely (from justice for women through to
climate change). Some even vote on perceptions as to the
likability or charisma of party leaders. The motivations of
voters are many and their depth of understanding of the
issues involved, variable. That's some ingredient-mix for any
melting pot to blend into a dish that meets the tastes of all.
Even the above underestimates the complexity of how our
democracy works. Two relatively new voting trends (by
which I mean trends that have accelerated since the last
Howard government) have complicated matters even
further.
The first of these is that voters are behaving like impatient
consumers rather than responsible citizens. Our political
class encourages us to evaluate parties on the basis of
'here's what's in it for you', they market themselves as
competing brands, emphasising their positives and hiding
their negatives, each outbidding the other (by, for example,
pork barrelling in marginal seats) to buy our votes. Short
term economic and financial issues of a personal and
parochial kind are highlighted, usually at the expense of
seriously addressing the longer-term issues that will shape
the future of the nation. Voters (as well as our political class)
tend to discount the future in favour of the here and now. It's
the easier thing to do. That's, essentially, what happened in
2019. Those ways of thinking secured Mr. Morrison
government.

If our democracy is to work, as we'd like it to work, we voters need to
remind ourselves that citizenship means we have to accept
responsibilities, not just insist on rights. We, as voters, have to (just as
we demand our pollies do) balance the long-term needs of the nation
with our short-term interests when we come to marking our ballot
papers. Without such a balanced approach to voting we'll find ourselves
repeatedly electing governments that fail to meet our expectations yet
alone our aspirations.
A second trend of note is that voters are moving away from major
parties. More and more Australians are voting for smaller parties and
independents. At first sight this seems a good thing. It signals to the
major parties that a lot of us are disappointed with their performance, so
disappointed that we're not going to vote for them. That's a pretty
severe form of reprimand. It also seems sensible to vote for people who
think the same way we do - they can express our views in parliament
thereby directly influencing the powers that be. So far so good.
Unfortunately, things aren't quite as straightforward as such comforting
conclusions imply. Our Westminster system of parliamentary
democracy works best (quicker and more efficiently) when dominated
by two, strong major parties. The more fragmented a parliament is the
more difficult it becomes for a government to pass legislation or set
policy priorities. When a government has a clear and workable majority
it can generally afford to ignore the voices of small parties and
independents that stand outside of their party. Those independent
voices carry no power because the government has the numbers to
pass legislation without relying on their votes. It's only in a hung
parliament (where smaller parties and independents hold the balance of
power) that a government has to trade with some of them to secure
enough votes to pass its legislation. When this happens things can get
complicated. Your candidate might be one that can win concessions
from a big party. Then again, they mightn't be. There's no guarantee
that the government will secure the votes of a small party or
independent that you like, someone whose policy demands you agree
with. They may form an alliance with someone (an individual or party
from the extreme right ...or left...or single issue independent) who
secures concessions you oppose.
Parliaments can, and often do, turn into political trading houses where
the near crazy are just as likely as the good and the brave to be
'selected in alliance' by a government for purely political reasons( such
as to spite the ambitions of their opponents).The recent history of
Western democracies amply demonstrates just how paralysed
fragmented parliaments can become - and how difficult such
fragmented parliaments find it to progress any form of serious policy
agenda focused on the big issues of the day.
What Australian democracy most needs are two strong major parties
led by brave and, competent leaders who are committed to governing in
the national interest, not timid politicians who are afraid to do anything
that might prejudice their chances of winning the next election. Australia
needs statesmanlike leaders, not poll chasers. Where are they?
Tim Lenehan
Ballalaba
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Troopers Rest – Two Years of Craziness in Review
Ally and Nick Kemp bought the Torpeas
Restaurant in December 2019 at the height of the
fires and then spent 2020 renovating the building.
Nick describes the ride over the last two years.
“Getting insurance for a wooden, 1860s vintage
building during the fires was as difficult and expensive
as you could imagine. Whilst COVID-19 was taking
hold around the world, it in a lot of ways didn’t really
impact our progress too much. The main impact to our
business at that time was the home renovator boom
caused by having so many people working from home.
Tradies and materials were all of a sudden in very hot
demand. Nonetheless, we had a great team of
tradesmen and supporters, and despite the stress of
renovating a very old building that was in very poor
condition, the renovations went well and we are now
very proud of what we achieved.
Troopers Rest officially opened our doors in mid
January 2021 right as the COVID-19 pandemic was
starting to get serious in Australia. 2021 was a baptism
of fire, not only starting a business, but having to bring
on a new team, cope with the vagaries of government
COVID related policies – you might recall the masks
inside, 4 square meter rule, 2 square meter rule, QR
code sign in requirements. Being very naïve to the
hospitality business and customer trends in
Braidwood, we’ve just had to learn from our mistakes.
During the year, when we were able to open the doors
to customers, our business gradually increased.
Throughout the last lockdown, we decided it was
important to try to focus on take away meals so that
the community had takeaway options and we could
retain as many of our casual staff as possible. That
strategy thankfully worked. The main problem we
faced across the year has been the forecasting our
customer numbers and growing nature of our
business. Week on week our business grew which
meant we’ve been continually challenged to predict the
following weeks growth and order our produce
accordingly. Quite often we ordered insufficient stock
meaning late in our week our menu options were
reduced. Thankfully, most of our customers
understood and were supportive. It’s fair to say that
2021 has been very stressful as new business owners.

Over the past two years we’ve had fantastic support from
the vast majority of local businesses and peoples. We
never felt alone and have been offered some very sage
advice by our fellow hospitality businesses and local
suppliers. We have so many new friends and supporters it’s
been somewhat overwhelming and remembering so many
new names has been a challenge. We’ve also tried to get
out and show our support to local businesses, buying
everything we can locally. We know firsthand how difficult
last year was for local businesses and give thanks that
most of our businesses have been able to survive so far.
Throughout the 2021 journey we’ve always felt that we just
have to get through the pandemic so that we have a solid
basis to grow the business once the pandemic eases, and
life returns to normal.
We have a very positive outlook for Braidwood and the
region and believe that over the next 5 years the town is set
to boom. We just hope that the boom doesn’t destroy any
of those great things about the town and region that drew
us here.”
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NEW QPRC to meet next week

Extraordinary Council meeting : Wednesday, 12
January 2022 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
An extraordinary meeting of Council will be held on
Wednesday 12 January 2022 in the Queanbeyan
Council Chambers.
This will be the first meeting for the newly elected
Council, the agenda will be available for download
our website on 7 January 2022.
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Traffic changes on the Kings Highway at Clyde Mountain
Slope remediation work to recommence

Slope remediation work as part of
the second stage of National
Disaster Recovery on the Kings
Highway at Clyde Mountain will
recommence on Monday 10 January
2022, after ceasing temporarily in
mid-December due to wet weather
and machine repairs. The work at
one location is now expected to be
complete by early February 2022,
weather permitting.
Further slope will be carried out at
other locations and the community
will be notified prior to work
commencing.
Work will be carried out at night from
7pm to 5am, Monday to Thursday
under a single lane closure.
Planned traffic changes will include
lane closures, intermittent stop/slow
traffic conditions, and delays of up to
20 minutes.
We thank the community and
motorists for their patience during
this important work.

Police concerned by dangerous driving over festive period
Police are urging the community to
think of others on the road after a
significant number of dangerous
driving incidents across the state
during a road safety enforcement
operation over the festive season.
Operation Christmas/New Year 2021
commenced at 12.01am on
Christmas Eve (Friday 24 December
2021) and concluded at 11.59pm
yesterday (Monday 3 January 2022).
Double demerit points were in force
for the duration of the operation for
speeding, mobile phone, seatbelt,
and motorcycle helmet offences.
The Traffic and Highway Patrol
Command, together with local police,
patrolled roads across the state,
targeting double demerit offences
and the Fours Ds – drink, drug,
dangerous and distracted driving –
with the aim of preventing injury and
death.

During the period, police saw a
concerning number of dangerous
driving incidents, including excessive
speed, high-range drink-driving, and
reckless driving.
Across the state, police issued 8,414
speed infringements, laid 580 drinkdriving charges, attended 624 major
crashes, and conducted 230,366
breath tests.
Five people died in crashes over the
period, the same number during the
operation last year. In 2021, 269
people lost their lives on NSW roads,
compared to 283 the previous year
(2020).
Deputy Premier, Minister for Regional
NSW and Minister for Police Paul
Toole said “One death is one too many
and we will continue to do everything in
our power to keep people safe on our
roads, through enforcement and
education.”
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New Ngurra cultural precinct an
important milestone for
Indigenous recognition
The National Museum of Australia welcomes the
Federal Government’s plan to build a $316.5 million
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural precinct
on the shores of Canberra's Lake Burley Griffin which
will be the new home for the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
(AIATSIS).
Ngurra: The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Cultural Precinct will be built in Commonwealth
Place, on the primary axis in the Parliamentary
Triangle.
Chair of the Council of the National Museum of
Australia, the Hon. Warwick Smith AO, said: “We are
delighted to hear the announcement of the new Ngurra
centre, which will include a learning and knowledge
centre and a national resting place to care for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestral remains.
“This is the result of hard work undertaken by AIATSIS
over many years and builds on the recommendations of
the 2014 National Resting Place Consultation Report,”
Mr Smith said.
An architectural design competition will be run in 2022
to develop an iconic design suitable for the location and
which reflects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples’ aspirations, achievements, and deep
connection to Country.
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Free Rapid Antigen Tests for all is
a matter of equity: PHAA & AMA
The Australian Government must urgently increase
supplies of Rapid Antigen Tests and ensure they are
available to everyone for free, not just select
groups, the Public Health Association of Australia
(PHAA) and the Australian Medical Association
(AMA) said.
The RATs are a health product, not a typical consumer
good, and the overwhelming demand for them has
inflated their price beyond what many people can afford.
“It’s an essential tool for communicable disease control,”
PHAA CEO, Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin, said.
“With the difficulty of getting a PCR test, many people
just want to be confident they don’t have the virus
before they interact with others.
“RATs do, and must continue to play, an essential role
in a pandemic that is looking increasingly out of control.
“We cannot diminish the incredible work of our public
health and healthcare workers across the continent by
letting market forces decide who can afford to get and
use RATs during this health emergency.
“Equity matters – as it does for every aspect of public
health. The people most at risk from the pandemic are
often least able to afford RATs, if they can find any.
“Everyone has the right to access RATs, not just those
who can afford it, nor the insatiable desires of retailers
who have the unusually close ear of government.
“We didn’t let the market decide the price for COVID-19
vaccines, and we must not let it determine RAT prices.”
Australian Medical Association President, Dr Omar
Khorshid, said: “The benefits of these tests – like
wearing a mask and washing your hands – are for
others in the community, not just the person taking the
test.
“Given the soaring case numbers which most likely
represent just a fraction of actual infection rates, and the
stretched capacity for PCR tests, we are running out of
time to get widespread use of RATs in the community
underway and support people to do the right thing.
“There’s no time for piecemeal measures, like targeted
subsidies which might be difficult to implement. We
need to harness the goodwill in the community to use
RAT kits and free access for everybody.
“Health care workers, including GPs and their staff,
need urgent priority access to RAT kits in order to keep
working and providing health care to the public.”
In addition to RATs being free, the Commonwealth must
also fund a high-profile and effective, multilingual
communication campaign – with ads on TV - advising
people how and when they should use the tests, Dr
Khorshid added.
“The vastly improved access to RAT kits should be used
to bring in a new comprehensive national strategy for
the public health management of Omicron, which
protects our critical health services and includes clear
advice on how to manage the virus if you get it.”
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Vivien Davidson featured at ERBG Empowering future rural female leaders

Felt work by Vivien Davidson.
Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Garden is proud to feature
local textile artist Vivien Davidson. Vivien has been
captivated by nature since childhood, her inspiration
comes from the Australian landscape, the bush and it's
creatures.
Vivien is a member of a local spinners group and the
Eurobodalla Fibre Textile Artist Group, she specialises in
sculpture felting and believes nature is an endless source
of joy and wonder. Her works have been exhibited in a
number of galleries throughout the Far South Coast and
previously at ERBG.
Cost: Free Where: Visitor Centre, Eurobodalla Regional
Garden, 489 Princes Highway Batemans Bay.
Exhibition dates: Now until Monday 28 February 2022.
Opening hours: 9am-4pm, Wednesday to Sunday.
More info: T: 4471 2544

Braidwood CWA News.

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year!
Our first Craft Day for 2022 will be held at our
Rooms next Monday, 10th January, all welcome,
beginning at 10:30 am.
On Thursday, 27th January we will be holding a
fund raising day at the Anglican Book Fair.
We are very pleased to receive this opportunity,
many thanks to Mrs Marjorie Lemin and the Book
Fair Committee for considering us.
On Saturday 29th January, in conjunction with the
Car and Bike Rally we will be serving Devonshire
Teas and other refreshments at our Rooms.

The NSW Government has launched a new round of the Future
Women Rural Scholarship Program to help women living in rural and
regional NSW achieve their goals.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW Paul Toole said
$120,000 is available to women from regional, rural and remote
parts of the State to take up leadership development opportunities.
“Regional women are the lifeblood of so many of our rural
communities - they are the ones who keep us connected at the
same time they are working and raising a family,” Mr Toole said.
“I urge any eligible woman who wants to boost her leadership
potential and who has a burning desire to help other women in their
goals to apply.”
Minister for Women Bronnie Taylor said the program is about
boosting the leadership potential of women living in remote, rural
and regional NSW.
“I am also sure women in our cities will realise what amazing work
our country women can achieve and how working together can
make a difference for everyone, whether you’re based in Bondi or
Bourke,” Mrs Taylor said.
“This program was an overwhelming success last year, garnering
hundreds of applications from women across a range of industries
including science, agriculture, food, health and more. I have no
doubt that we will see another exceptional result this year.”
Recipients receive a place in the Future Women Platinum+ Program
worth $5,500, where they will take part in networking, mentoring and
digital learning opportunities.
Recipients will also be invited to attend the Future Women
Leadership Summit on 7 and 8 March 2022 to celebrate
International Women’s Day.
Last year’s recipient, award-winning artist Zoe Young from the NSW
Southern Highlands, said the program gave her the opportunity to
attend conferences on leadership and business, resulting in her
recent exhibition in Los Angeles, breaking new ground for regional
NSW artists in the international art world.
“Thanks to the Future Women platform and the generosity of the
NSW Government, I am now in a position to be mentoring emerging
rural women artists,” Ms Young said.
Applications are open to women living in remote, rural and regional
NSW aged 18-39 years old. Applications close on 28 January 2022
and recipients will be announced on 14 February 2022.
The NSW Government has partnered with Future Women, an
organisation delivering virtual events, leadership training and a
curated digital network to its members.
To find out more, please visit: futurewomen.com
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Applications for land tax relief extended until Feb
Applications for land tax relief will be extended until 28 February to give
eligible commercial and residential landowners more time to access the
program.
Minister for Finance Damien Tudehope said the land tax relief was designed
to make it easier for landowners who supported their tenants during a
challenging year.
“Extending the deadline for landowners to access land tax relief will give
people more time to get the necessary documents together and access any
help they may need to complete an application,” Mr Tudehope said.
“Many renters, commercial and residential, had a financially tough 2021 with
reduced turnover or work hours due to the COVID-19 restrictions.
“We heard from landowners that they wanted to help their tenants, but they
also have bills to pay. Providing land tax relief enabled them to work with
their tenants to offer rent reductions and to alleviate some of the cost-burden
during restrictions.
“In response, the NSW Government is helping commercial or residential
landowners who have reduced their tenants’ rent, between 1 July 2021 and
31 December 2021.”
NSW landowners may be eligible to receive a reduction of up to 100 per
cent of their land tax payable for the 2021 land tax year if they provided a
reduction in rent to a tenant between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 2021.
This package follows a similar program run for the 2020 land tax year, which
saw more than 17,400 applications received and $218.8 million of relief
provided.
Minister for Small Business and Fair Trading Eleni Petinos said the
Government was always committed to assisting those in need.
“We know this program has previously helped to keep businesses in
business, people in jobs, and roofs over heads,” Ms Petinos said.
“That’s why we are extending this package to ensure landlords can continue
to provide relief to small businesses and residents while we get through this
challenging period.”
To be eligible for land tax relief, a landowner must be leasing to a
commercial tenant who has a turnover up to $50 million and has been
deemed eligible for NSW Government COVID-19 support grants or a
residential tenant who has lost 25 per cent or more of household income
due to COVID-19.
The landowner must have reduced rent for the affected tenant for any period
between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 2021, without any requirement for it
to be paid back.
Landlords can also access the Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund, which
provides small commercial or retail landlords with a monthly grant up to the
value of any rental relief provided, to a maximum of $3,000 per month per
property. To be eligible, a landlord cannot claim land tax relief for rent
reductions provided to tenants between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 2021.
Applications for the Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund close 31 March
2022.
Applications for Land Tax Relief can be submitted at
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-covid-19-land-tax-relief
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Ryrie Park Sensory Garden

By Chris James
Have you had a good look at the sensory garden
in Ryrie Park lately. The hot bed is designed to get
you ready for the playground and the cool bed
calms you down as you leave. It is a project of the
Braidwood Garden Club, a few of our dedicated
members established the garden and care for it. Its
getting well established now, and in the future the
pencil pines will create a hidy hole for children.
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Lactation Consultant Braidwood

Tracey Harrison from Araluen has recently opened her
private practice as Lactation Consultant Braidwood.
"I am offering packages for antenatal and postnatal
breastfeeding support and education" says Tracey. Tracey
is a qualified International Board Certified Lactation
Consultant (IBCLC) and has completed a Bachelor Degree
of Midwifery.
"I also have had 10 years’ experience as an Australian
Breastfeeding Association (ABA) Counsellor" said Tracey.
"I have a real passion to support, educate and empower
women to meet their individual breastfeeding goals and
where possible in the comfort and convenience of their own
home."
Contact tracey@lactationconsultantbraidwood.com.au

Southern NSW Local Health District
Three hundred and forty five (345) new COVID-19
cases have been confirmed in Southern NSW today.
Of the 345 new cases:
Eighty (80) are in the Bega Valley LGA
Thirty three (33) are in the Eurobodalla LGA
Forty five (45) are in the Goulburn Mulwaree LGA
Seventy four (74) are in the Queanbeyan Palerang
LGA
Seventy three (73) are in the Snowy Monaro LGA
Seventeen (17) are in the Upper Lachlan LGA
Twenty three (23) are in the Yass Valley LGA
For more details about case, testing and vaccination
rates for your area go to:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covi.../stay-safe/data-andstatistics

NSW Covid Stats (5 Jan)

Confirmed cases (including interstate residents in NSW
health care facilities)306,984
Deaths (in NSW from confirmed cases)685
Total tests carried out25,667,976
Total vaccinations administered in NSW13,740,876

Looking for a RAT?

New search website should save time and petrol in the
hunt. Go to https://findarat.com.au/
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Pricing of rapid antigen tests- ACCC
The ACCC is aware of the significant public concern
about the pricing of rapid antigen tests and is contacting
suppliers and monitoring the situation very closely.
The ACCC will be examining claims that the current
pricing levels of rapid antigen tests are due to challenges
in obtaining supply of those tests.
“We are seeking information from suppliers about their
costs and the current pricing of rapid antigen tests. We
are also asking them about their current stock levels, and
the amounts on order, and about their expectations
about when additional tests may become readily
available to consumers,” ACCC Chair Rod Sims said.
“We are also contacting major retailers and pharmacies
seeking similar information and reminding them that they
need to be able to substantiate any claims they make to
consumers about the reason for higher prices.”
“The ACCC has established a team to work on the
issues,” Mr Sims said.
While suppliers are generally able to set their own prices,
businesses must not make false or misleading
statements about the reason for high prices.
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“We won’t be shy to name and shame suppliers and
retailers we consider to be doing the wrong thing,” Mr
Sims said.
In certain circumstances, excessive pricing of essential
goods or services may also be unconscionable.
Businesses must also set their prices independently of
their competitors and not collude about pricing.
The ACCC will review the information received from
suppliers, retailers and the public.
“We’ve also had over 100 consumer contacts to our
Infocentre or through the online form. We will review the
information received and investigate the evidence to
determine if there is conduct that raises concerns,” Mr
Sims said.
“The ACCC is monitoring the situation and will take
appropriate action under its existing powers. The ACCC
has not sought, and does not need, more powers to deal
with the current situation. "
Consumers can contact the ACCC to report concerning
conduct online.
Further, anyone who has evidence of price fixing cartels
can contact the ACCC anonymously.
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A Case of Mistaken Identity
This week in the church calendar we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus
straight after Epiphany which occurs on January 6th each year. Now
we might think in the modern day and age that baptism, if it is to
happen at all, is a relatively straight forward exercise. You simply
ring up the priest, minister or pastor and arrange an interview and
set a date for the ceremony/sacrament to take place. In biblical
times things were not quite so easy and there was considerable
confusion at the time of Jesus, particularly with his own baptism.
You see baptism was a transition from an old order of purification to
a new order of recognition and identification. There were two
characters at play in this scenario which created a level of confusion
amongst the faithful of the day.
One of the most embarrassing experiences in life is when you
wrongly misidentify someone else or someone else mistakenly
thinks you are another person and carries on a conversation without
realising the consequences until corrected. John the Baptist found
himself in such a predicament in the time of Jesus, especially as he
was God’s agent of Baptism in the Jordan region. The people of
God and fellow Israelites had become conditioned to the
expectation of a coming Messiah and for all intents and purposes
John seemed to adequately meet all the requirements. Indeed, John
seemed like the long-awaited Messiah with his message
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins
(Luke 3:3). It was a bit like the messenger becoming confused with
the message itself. Before John could make progress by pointing to
the true Messiah, he had to defuse all the hype and misconceptions
surrounding him. John was no usurper of power but rather a humble
servant of Almighty God and those clamouring for his attention had
to be quite clear about his true status.
It is important to understand that John was not acting treacherously
or with malicious intent. Rather, he was emphasising that the
boundaries were changing from ancestry and lineage to a life of
faith lived and shared with others through Baptism and the
subsequent blessing of the Holy Spirit. At no time in this whole
episode does John claim superior status to Jesus as the true
Messiah. There is even a humble confession that he is unworthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of Jesus’ sandals. John is quite
adamant that the Almighty, powerful one was coming and the gift of
the Holy Spirit after water baptism was the true seal of approval by
God the Father. The descending Holy Spirit in the bodily form of a
dove was the sign of authentication that Jesus Christ was indeed
the true recipient of divine grace and heavenly benediction.
Rev. Rick Lewis – Braidwood Anglican Church

Hindsight can make us look so wise. Reflecting
back helps us see how much we have grown,
and raises “a-ha” moments when viewing the
bigger picture puts some smaller things into
better perspective. At this time of year I love
theological reflection - reflecting back on the
year that was by looking for the movement of
the Spirit through the seasons we have lived.
Do you invest in your spiritual life in this way?
God so often seems to be anonymous in the
everyday, but the Scriptures tell us all good
gifts come from Him (1 Chronicles 16:11), and
we are reminded that it is within God we live,
and move, and have our being. Theological
reflection can help us trace some of the
blessings God given generously to us: each
breath is a gift. Then we get to say, “Thank
you,” with some small understanding of the
amazing abundance that is poured out on our
lives every day. Would you like to join me in
being thankful? God is so good to us.
Blessings and gratitude from Dr Julie Fletcher
and the congregation of Braidwood Uniting
Church. Sunday Worship 10am, and Radio
Church 6pm on Braidwood Community Radio.
Weekly Garage Sale Wednesdays 9-3.

It’s happening again!

The ever popular Braidwood Book Fair will be back
again in January 2022.
Opening for 10 days supporting local community
groups. Friday 21st through to Sunday 30th Jan.
National Theatre, Wallace St, Braidwood.
Mark the dates on your new 2022 calendar.
Enquires 0418291141
braidwoodbookfair@gmail.com
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A Beer with Bazz # 50
W ith
J ohn st
ur
Longh
From the front bar window, Bazza wondered at the
wedge-tailed eagle soaring into the summer blueness,
just as Mick entered the pub.
Mick’s Hawaiian shirt, loud board shorts, sunglasses
and a zinc painted face wrapped in a map of Australia
mask had the front bar doing a double take. The bar
attendant laughed and brought him over a
complimentary colourful cocktail with a tiny
umbrella.
“Everyone has been asking where you have been
hiding, Mick. What’s with the clobber?”
“Holiday time, Bazza. You’re bloody lucky I made it. I
only just managed to sneak out. I’ve got an invasion
of family from interstate for Christmas and thought I
better disappear before there is a blue.”
They both took long sips.
“Its bedlam at home, Bazza. The son in law, from
Queensland, has put a QR code on their bedroom door.
He spent the morning refereeing a game of touch
football in the backyard by calling ‘tackle’ every
time the cousin from Victoria came within 1.5 metres
of the ball carrier. It’s a bloody nightmare. They
even drew up a roster for eating times for Christmas
lunch, in line with respective state of origin.”

Mick patted down his Hawaiian shirt and gave the
tiny umbrella a twirl.
“The way I see it, Bazza, the kids are all going to
jack up, and there will be a blue, and the rules will
be broken as the cousins like to hang out with each
other. That’s the reason I’ve sneaked out for a drink.
I’ve just got to be careful I don’t get caught out.”
‘Not that I want to interfere, Mick, but shouldn’t you
be at home sorting things out before it all gets out
of hand? Mate……..I’ll even go so far as to say a bit
of leadership is needed, so that everyone can enjoy
the holidays.”
“Easy, Bazza, I’ve spent a good chunk of their
inheritance during this pandemic, bringing them
all together for Christmas. They all think I’m a good
bloke. I reckon, as long as they have some sun screen
on, they should be right. Anyhow, it will all run to
script.”
Mick checked his watch and Bazza furrowed his brow.
“By about now, the kids will have jacked up at the
rules, and will be wrestling and playing with one
another in the backyard. On cue, some adult will
spoil all the fun, and put the hose on to separate
them.”

“You need to set a few ground rules if they are all
staying at your place, Mick. I mean, you can’t all live
in the same place with different rules.”

Mick leaned back, patted his Hawaiian shirt again,
adjusted his sunglasses and took a long sip of his
cocktail.

“Not much chance of that, Bazza. The family from
Western Australia ordered a heap of palings from
Bunnings and spent their first day raising the
height of the fences with the neighbours by three
metres. They’re wearing double face masks and have
decided to sleep in tents in the far corner of the
yard. They even brought their own food from Perth.”

“I’m going to make sure I’m not holding the hose,
mate.”
Have a beer with Bazza at john.longhurst59@gmail.com
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NSW Farmers set out priorities for 2022
NSW Farmers is ushering in the New Year with an
advocacy ‘wish list’ that will help hit the goal of $30 billion in
farmgate output by 2030.
After closing the book on a record-breaking year for
agriculture – despite successive setbacks of flooding, a
global pandemic, and a mouse plague – NSW Farmers
President James Jackson said the farming sector had an
exciting period ahead.
“There are some big challenges ahead that agriculture will
have to navigate such as climate targets and a growing
global population, so we are adapting to meet those
challenges,” Mr Jackson said.
“I think there are five key areas in terms of growth
opportunities and areas for reform.”
Foremost among NSW Farmers priorities was stabilising
workforce uncertainty created by COVID-19 border
restrictions and setting rural and regional communities up
for success.
“Our reliance on overseas workers came to a head over the
past two years and action must be taken to solve our longterm workforce issues as well as meeting more pressing
needs, which require the pre-pandemic movement of
people,” Mr Jackson said.
“Infrastructure will play a key role in an economic rebound
from COVID-19 – but for regional NSW, infrastructure
investment must go beyond road, rail, and air access and
look at the internet and connectivity requirements of
businesses and communities.
“Another key spending area should be in research and
development, which can do everything from improving crop
yields to finding biosecurity solutions for bugs, pests and
even mice.”
Mr Jackson said NSW Farmers would also pay close
attention to potential battlegrounds for agriculture, including
land use planning and animal welfare.
“With renewable energy set to consume more space in
regional areas, farmers need to be ahead of the energy
transition and what it means for the division of land,” he
said.
“We need to balance the global move to carbon reduction
with food security to ensure our finite agricultural resources
are protected in the swift transition to renewables, and
forward-thinking land use planning will be central to this.
“Animal welfare is a growing philosophical battleground, and
NSW Farmers remains committed to pursuing a sciencebased approach that has data at its core.”
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New era for NSW Ambulance takes flight
Five state-of-the-art NSW Ambulance aircraft are set to take
to the skies across the state, providing even better care for
rural and regional areas.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW Paul Toole
said the new fleet would provide a major boost to NSW
Ambulance’s fixed wing operations, improving patient
transport speeds and reaching even more areas of the
state.
“These aircraft are like hospitals in the sky, and they can get
to some of the most remote regions of the state and land at
both commercial airports and smaller runways,” Mr Toole
said.
Minister for Regional Health Bronnie Taylor said the brand
new fleet of Beechcraft King Air 350C planes would be
operated and maintained by Pel-Air under a 10-year
contract.
“This new fleet will be an absolute gamechanger, offering
the technology, comfort and fuel efficiency never before
seen in a NSW Ambulance aircraft,” Mrs Taylor said.
NSW Ambulance Commissioner Dr Dominic Morgan said
the medical fit-out on-board was tailored to the clinician’s
needs and could pick up more than 6000 patients every
year.

“Our flight nurses, doctors and pilots are among the
best in the country and they helped in the design of
what is essentially their office. Their expertise and
some of the best planes available means it is a perfect
fit for everyone, especially our patients”, Dr Morgan
said.
The aircraft will begin operation on 1 January 2022,
and will replace the current fleet operated out of the
Mascot airbase by the Royal Flying Doctor Service
(RFDS).
Executive Director of Aeromedical Operations Dr Sarah
Coombes said NSW Ambulance was proud of what it
had achieved together with RFDS.
“For 19 years, the RFDS has been there working with
NSW Ambulance to provide the best for the community
of NSW. We thank them for their remarkable and
ongoing contribution to health in this state,” Dr
Coombes said.
The NSW Government has invested more than $9
billion in NSW Ambulance since 2011, including $1.4
billion in the 2021/22 budget.

Bugle Notices
Braidwood Farmers Market
November January 16
Ryrie Park Markets
8am -1pm January 22
Weekly Garage Sale
Braidwood Uniting Church
Wed's 9-3 Cnr Duncan & Monkittee St
Nerriga Produce Market
1st Sunday of the month.

Braidwood Men's Shed will hold
their AGM on Friday 11th
February commencing at 10:30am
at the shed.
Enquiries: 0450961039 (Kevin) or 0418400268
(Joel)

Braidwood Men's Shed

Braidwood Men's Shed has kicked off again with
member numbers very encouraging.
We meet each Tuesday and Friday from 9:30 AM.
New members always welcome. For more info
contact Kevin on 0450961039.Enquiries phone or
message 0450961039 or
braidwoodmensshed@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!

2022 Braidwood Show

Saturday 5th March 2022
More details and program out in January
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Swimming Lessons at Braidwood Pool

Next Week 10th - 14th January
QPRC are running an intensive school holiday
program of swimming lessons (one lesson per day)
next week, 10-14th January.
Classes range from beginner level up to developing
competitive stroke techniques. Some places still
available - Book via QPRC Swim School on 6285
6347.

Australia Day - Braidwood
Wednesday, 26 January 2022
Council will host a Braidwood Australia Day
event will be held at The Serviceman's Club
from 12-1pm. Activities include: Australia
Day award ceremony from 12pm
Light refreshments will be provided

Rise Above Cancer Convoy

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 13TH 2022
CANCER DOESN’T STOP FOR COVID, SO NEITHER WILL
OUR CONVOY!
REGISTRATIONS OPENING SOON
The organisation of the 2022 RISE ABOVE CANCER
CONVOY is well underway and the date you need to
remember for 2022 is Sunday 13th February!
2021 was another successful year despite restrictions
and horrible weather.
Pledge to RISE ABOVE’S 2022 CANCER CONVOY today
and together we can relieve the financial pressures
placed on our regions cancer patients!.

Hropic's Seafood truck, taste of the South Coast
famous local fish and chips.
Stop by and enjoy a $12 meal deal, last Stop as you
head out of Braidwood, 84 Lascelles Street on the left
hand side. 2021 holiday opening hours
Available from 26th 27th 28th 30th 31st. 10am till 2pm.
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Yoga Pose of the Week
with Christina Jagusiak

Legs wide back stretch pose – Pada Prasar
Paschimottanasana
Renown for stretching the spine, shoulders and
hamstrings, stimulating the digestive system and
helping to bring balance to the hormonal system.
As a forward fold, it helps to calm the mind,
relieving stress and soothing anxiety.
To practice - Sit on the buttocks with the legs
extended out in front. Separate the legs as wide
apart as comfortable and flex the feet to engage
the thigh muscles. Place the hands on the floor in
front of the body. Lengthen the spine then fold
forward from the hips. Extend as far as
appropriate without rounding the spine. Hold the
pose for as long as comfortable then slowly lift the
torso upright and return to the seated position.
Practice up to 5 times or hold the pose for up to 5
minutes. Practice note – if the hamstrings are
tight, practice with the knees bent.

Got any tips from the track? Let the Punter
know at mail@braidwoodbugle.com.au

‘Luke Clarke and his team travelled to Moruya on
Monday. Moore Euro contested the Moruya Town
Plate of 1200 metres. Unfortunately, this wasn’t the
day to shine, ending up sixth in a fast finishing
field. The winner was a local horse Akeed, trained
locally by Jamie Stewart. Moore Euros started well
but was overtaken in the last few hundred metres.
Certainly one to watch next time.
Punter has been googling and trying to find out
where the heck are Tommy Berry and James
McDonald. These two gun riders have not been
seen lately.
Good to see that the Braidwood Races will go
ahead in February.
We have a great little track and being approx one
hour from Canberra and the Coast will ensure good
Racing.
Until next time.
Happy Punting

Braidwood Sport
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Braidwood campdraft this weekend
Looking for true country experience these school holidays? The annual Braidwood Campdraft is on at the
Showgrounds over the weekend starting at 7am each day. Watch the local and inerstate riders show their skills in
the arena.

What is Campdrafting?
The aim of the competition is to cut a beast from a small
mob in the camp, moving their horse among the cattle
quietly and bring the chosen beast to a gate at the other
end (front) of the (camp) yard, for a short time blocking the
beast two or three times preventing it from returning to the
mob.
When the competitor feels that control of the beast has
been demonstrated to the judge, they call for the gate to be
opened.
Once on the arena, the competitor is working against the
clock (forty seconds) to guide the beast around two pegs in
a figure of eight pattern, and then drive the beast between a
final two pegs known as the gate. The best combination of
control of the beast, riding skills, speed and completing the
course scores the highest points. It is not unusual to see a
beast gated in under twenty five seconds, demonstrating
the speed and agility of the specially trained horses.
The ability of the horses, combined with breathtaking
horsemanship, makes campdrafting a sport for both
competitors and spectators.
ORIGIN OF CAMPDRAFTING
Campdrafting is a uniquely Australian horse sport which
has been in existence since the 19th century and
Originated on the vast Northern Cattle Runs, where fences
and yards were few. Cattle were sorted or drafted for
different reasons, Calves for branding, weaners to other
parts of the run, or fats for sale.
Friendly rivalry existed between stockmen as to who had
the best camp horses. When not working, the stockmen
competed to prove their claims and pass the time. As you
can imagine, the odd bet was placed at these impromptu
competitions and at the end of a day's work, there were
yarns a-plenty around the campfires. It is from these
competitions and social gatherings that the more formal
Australian sport of campdrafting evolved.
Today campdrafters range from amateur to professional
stockman, with whole families testing their riding and horse
skills against each other and the cattle.

DIAGRAM OF ARENA & COURSE

SCORING
Maximum points are; horse work 70 points.
Cut out 26 points; course 4 points to give a total of 100
points.
RULES
Judge and Competitors abide by the National
Campdraft Council of Australia and Southern
Campdraft Rules.
Source https://www.campdraft.org.au/

Due to the current covid situation and restrictions there will be no Friday or Saturday evening meals and no bar at
the draft. There will be a food van available throughout the day for both Saturday and Sunday.

Braidwood Sport
Braidwood
Golf Club
News
HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE
Results: Saturday January 1 Men’s Stroke & Monthly Medal
Winner: Rod Royds nett 63
Runner Up: Mark Newman nett 71 c/b
Ball Comp: Roger Hovey 71, Michael Fitzgerald 72, Scott
Gwinn 72, Keith Ferguson 73, Andrew Clark 73, Brendan Sly
74, John Harb 75
Handicap Changes: Rod Royds down 2 to 19, Leigh Curtis
out 1 to 25, Brian Moore out 1 to 13, Michael Tillman Ryan
out 1 to 30
Women’s Stroke & Monthly Medal
Winner: Deb Ferguson nett 65
Runner Up: Barb Stuart nett 68
Ball Comp: Donna Kuhn 69, Margy Gardner 72
Handicap Changes: Margy Gardner down 1 to 29
REMINDER: Servicemen’s Club Subscriptions are now due.

Coming Events
January 8 Saturday:
Men’s Single Stableford Brendan Booker Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford – Nerson’s Trophy
January Monday 10:
ACT Vets (9am Hit Off)
January Saturday 15: Committee Meeting 10.30am
Par Bisque- Lamington Park Trophy
January Saturday 22:
Men’s Single Stableford- Andrew Clark Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford – Dojo Bread Trophy Round
1
January Wednesday 26:
Australia Day
January Saturday 29:
Medley Matchplay –President’s Team vs Captain’s
Team
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