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Nationals survive swing to take Monaro
Nationals candidate Nichole Overall has won the 12
February by-election to become the new Member for
Monaro and the first woman to elected in the seat.
Counting is still underway, as there were a greater number
of postal votes due to Covid, however Ms Overall is
currently at 55.2% of the two candidate preferred vote with
Labor’s Bryce Wilson on 44.8%
The swing away from the Nationals was 6.4%.
Ms Overall replaces John Barilaro who last won the seat
with a margin of 11.6%
The swing in Monaro was half that of the by-election held in
the seat of Bega, where Labor’s Dr Michael Holland won the
seat for the first time with a swing of 12.3% against Liberal
Dr Fiona Kotvojs, who had previously lost out to Kristy
McBain in the Federal seat of Eden Monaro.
Braidwood candidate for the Greens Catherine Moore
picked up 8.1% of the vote and Independent Andrew Thaler
6.2%. James Holgate of Sustainable Australia received
3.2% and Frankie Seymour of Animal Justice 2.5%
Ms Overall issued a statement on Monday morning saying
“This morning Labor candidate Bryce Wilson texted me to
concede the result of the Monaro by-election.
This has been a hard-fought election campaign, and I thank
the other candidates for putting themselves forward to run.”
“While there are still a number of ballot papers to be
counted, I believe we are in a position that will see us win
the by-election.
Monaro is always a tough seat to win and by-elections are
always a challenge. However, if the trend continues, the
result in Monaro will be a very positive outcome in light of
traditional average swings in similar circumstances.”

Ms Overall added “Among other things, the result is a
reflection on the NSW Nationals’ outstanding record of
delivery in Monaro, and I look forward to carrying on
that legacy for the benefit of all who call the Monaro
electorate home.”
Voters may soon be feeling a little election fatigue
having just voted in Local Government Elections last
December, a Federal election due in coming months
and then only 13 months before the next full NSW
State election on Saturday, 25 March 2023.
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Denigrating or Defending Women – A Reply to Ben Gleeson (the Bugle 8 Feb)

The so-called battle between the sexes is
an ancient, complex and highly emotional
one. It's also hugely important. If we are
to live in harmony it's one we need to
discuss between ourselves (women with
women, women with men, men with men)
in the search for the quickest way to
achieve the end goal of true equality.
My piece on 'Women' in the Bugle was
long because I took care to explain the
thinking behind the opinions expressed.
You might or might not agree with what I
said, that's fine. That's what having a
discussion is all about - sharing
perspectives. There were no dictates
from me, no absolutes- and no personal
invectives. Indeed, the theme of the
article ("I'm confused") acknowledged
how difficult it is to find a way forward.
Ben Gleeson (a person I respect) infers
I’m a misogynist, ill-informed, "illogical"
and "mentally unstable”. Perhaps, but I'd
suggest his emotional and angry reaction
distorted his reading of what I actually
wrote. I'd like it to be absolutely clear - I
abhor any form of child abuse, I support
equality for women. I support the fight
against discrimination. I wrote such
statements at the beginning of my piece.
Ben, cynically refused to accept them
and chose to classify my statements of
support as a 'bait and trap' technique. He
went on to use his own
miscomprehensions as the basis for
commenting on my imputed motivations
and ideas - ie. built his own 'straw man'
then proceeded to rail against it. Such ad
hominem attacks are rare - for good
reasons.
I went on to say it might be a good idea if
we left sex/gender boxes off job
application forms. He, again, wrongly
interpreted that to mean I ignore the
importance of gender issues. Again, not
so.
My use of this, by no means, new idea,
examples that if we took gender off job
forms, employers couldn't use gender to
discriminate between applicants when
short listing - employers would be forced
to base their selection on merit.
Next, a whole bunch of statistics were
paraded to display both his superior
knowledge, and my ignorance of, the
discriminations women suffer and the
inequalities between men and women.
Thanks Ben, but I'm familiar with those
statistics.

My article covered three issues I thought
relevant to the development of future
strategies.
First. Is it best to concentrate on winning
women 'power and high paying positions' in our parliaments (MPs and Senators),
corporations (directors and chairs), financial
system and businesses? Prue Goward
(AFR 26 Jan re Tame’s cold shouldering of
the PM) thinks so. When women have
secured power, she advises, the benefits
won will trickle down to everyday women in
their everyday lives. That's but a version of
the neo-liberalism theory of economics that
never delivered, it's a top-down way of
thinking. I suggested the movement might
progress faster (and more equitably) if it
fought more visibly for women who work in
health and aged care, gigs, part time jobs,
single mums, impoverished pensioners and
those who suffer domestic violence - those
‘outside’ the elite. The women in the
famous Pankhurst family of suffragettes
split on this very issue. I make no apology
for raising this issue.
Second, I suggested it's wise to call out the
wrongdoings of women in power when they
behave badly, just as we call out the
wrongdoings of men. Equality demands
that. If the movement only points its finger
at male failings, men may switch off or
(worse) fight back. Mr. Gleeson interprets
this as another attack by me on women. I
see it as a moral imperative. It's a matter of
being seen to practise what you preach.
Third, I suggested that two recent high
profile media incidences, one of alleged
rape and one of a failed affair (both within
the Canberra Bubble), were worth exploring
to demonstrate how easy it is to conflate
personal with public (or criminal) matters.
Modernity, consumerism/individualism and
universal connectivity of the internet, have
seduced us into believing we are the
smartest generation ever. We know what
we want - and we want it now. If only it
were that easy. Agreeing on what's wanted
is but the first step forward. It takes time,
patience and sustained effort to change
deeply ingrained attitudes and behaviours.
We are on a long journey. If we're going to
get there surely we (women and men) need
to walk side alongside.
Tim Lenehan
Ballallaba
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McBain welcomes $30million in black summer bushfire funding

Sue Murray, Kirsty Altenburg, Mayor Kenrick Winchester and Gilly Burke at the Old
Sunday School Hall which is part of the application under 'Braidwood Places
Connecting People' along with the Club. More next week.

In addition to these local projects, regional and national
organisations will also receive millions of dollars in
funding to deliver services in our region.
“Receiving this funding has not been an easy process.
Our community groups and not-for-profit organisations
have put in an incredible amount of hard work writing
comprehensive grants applications. They’ve already
putting in hard yards, what we need to see now is the
money delivered to each and every project on the
ground as soon as possible, with no more delays.
“I’ve already spoken some community groups to
congratulate them and the relief and happiness from
individuals and groups is heart-warming.
“While all the funded projects are incredibly worthwhile,
there are some that will benefit our towns and villages,
not just in the immediate future but for many years to
come. These include the Cobargo RSL Memorial Hall
Redevelopment and Old Bega Hospital Community
Cultural Centre, the Mongarlowe Community Hall and
Refuge, the Tumbarumba Equine Club facilities upgrade
and the Mount Tumbarumba Recreation Park Trail
development, among many others.”
For a full list of funded projects across the country, visit
https://recovery.gov.au/black-summer-grants

Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain has welcomed the
Federal Government’s announcement that more money will be
flowing to bushfire affected communities in Eden-Monaro.
The announcement comes after Kristy wrote to the Minister in
January on behalf of local community groups who were awaiting
Projects funded in QPRC answers and frustrated at the significant delay.
More than 40 local projects totalling around $30 million will be
Nerriga Recreation Area and Main Street
funded under the Black Summer Bushfire Recovery Program
upgrade. Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $945,000.00
which aims to support communities to recover from the
devastating 2019-20 bushfires.
Braidwood Places Connecting People
Kristy said she was glad to see so many worthwhile projects
Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $996,092.00
receiving some much-needed support from the Federal
Government.
Three Bs - Braidwood and Bungendore bushfire
“We are two years on from the Black Summer Bushfires and
support for young people Queanbeyan-Palerang
unfortunately, despite all this time, we’ve still got a long way to go
NSW $893,792.00
in terms of our recovery,” Kristy said.
“People in our communities have been doing it really tough for a
Mongarlowe Community Hall and Refuge
long time now, and this funding will no doubt give some of our
Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $1,567,255.00
communities a really good boost and will allow some fantastic
local projects to get off the ground.
Araluen NSW Surviving, Restoring and Thriving
“I was fortunate to meet with community groups from Bega to
Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $248,350.00
Tumbarumba when they were working on their grant applications,
and it was my pleasure to provide my support help get many of
Community Facility Upgrades in Araluen
these projects over the line.”
Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $100,000.00
Across Eden-Monaro more than $10 million will go to 21 projects
in the Bega Valley, more than $5 million will go to 7 projects in the
PCYC Queanbeyan - Outreach Activity Program
Queanbeyan-Palerang council area, more than $2.8 million will go
Queanbeyan-Palerang NSW $277,345.00
to 7 projects in the Snowy Monaro and more than $9 million is
going to 12 projects in the Snowy Valleys.
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Minister for the Arts Visit to Braidwood Museum

Peter Smith explaining the vision to Minister Franklin for the Braidwood Heritage Centre.

Last Saturday Hon. Ben Franklin MLC, Minister for the
Arts, Aboriginal Affairs and Regional Youth had a tour of
Braidwood Museum.
The Minister said, “Regional museums play such a
powerful role in today’s society - providing a sense of
community and a place to have a better understanding of
a collective heritage, as well as offering a great way to
learn the history of a particular area when visiting. Thank
you to Braidwood District Historical Society and Museum
President Peter Smith for your time, outlining your plans
for the future and showing me your fantastic museum!”
BDHS President Peter Smith took the opportunity to show
Minister Franklin the plans for the Braidwood Heritage
Centre and explain the vision for the future.
He said, “The Minister offered his support and requested
to be updated as the plans for the Heritage Centre
progress to the lodgement of the development application
in the next few weeks.”
The Braidwood Heritage Centre is a $2.5 million project
under a bushfire economic recovery grant. It adds a new
dimension to the existing museum. There will be artisans’
workshops, a blacksmiths shop, on-site accommodation,
museum shop and café.
Peter Smith adds, “It complements the 2006 Braidwood
State Heritage Listing and will make Braidwood a centre
for Heritage Tourism.”

Peter Smith and Minister Franklin reviewing the plans for the Braidwood Heritage Centre.
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Majors Creek Road upgrade

Majors Creek Road has now been rehabilitated
between Araluen Road and Monga Lane with
new line marking and guard rail to be installed
in the coming weeks. This $1.4m project was
funded through the NSW Government’s Fixing
Country Roads program.
Updates on major road projects can be found
on our website by searching for each project or
checking www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Services/Roadsand-Footpaths
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NSW parents vouchers

Around 300,000 households across the
State have taken advantage of the NSW
Government’s new voucher program
Parents NSW, offering $250 in vouchers as
a thank you for their efforts to support
learning from home in 2021.
Premier Dominic Perrottet said since its
launch on 7 February, there have been
more than 1.5 million vouchers issued to
NSW families, totaling more than $75 million
dollars in parents' pockets.
“The State-wide uptake in just seven days is
staggering,” Mr Perrottet said.
“More than 118,424 households applied for
vouchers in the first 24 hours, the most
successful start to a voucher program we
have had to date.
“But as well as helping cut the cost of living
for families, businesses are also getting a
much-needed boost. In one week, parents
have redeemed 12,500 vouchers spending
around $970,000 in Stay NSW and Discover
NSW registered businesses
Minister for Customer Service and Digital
Government Victor Dominello said the
numbers pointed to the importance of
targeted support delivered through the
Service NSW app.
“This is Australian-first digital technology
putting money straight into the pockets of
parents,” Mr Dominello said.
“From those hundreds of thousands of
customers who have already applied, the
transaction has received 97 per cent thumbs
up.
“If anyone is having any trouble with their
application please contact Service NSW on
13 77 88 who can help with understanding
the eligibility criteria and applying.”
The Parents NSW program provides each
eligible household with at least one schoolenrolled child where home learning took
place in 2021 with five $50 vouchers which
can be redeemed at Discover NSW and
Stay NSW registered businesses.
It’s not too late for tourism, recreation and
accommodation businesses to register.
Parents NSW vouchers are valid until 9
October, 2022. For more information and
details on how to apply, visit
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/parentsnsw-vouchers
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Military history lesson on offer for students

Students studying modern history can now apply for a Premier’s Anzac Memorial
Scholarship, which will provide opportunities to develop their knowledge and
understanding of the history of Australians at war.
Premier Dominic Perrottet said up to 20 selected students would join a two-week
study tour to significant historical sites to learn about the service of Australian men
and women in the World Wars and other conflicts.
“This offers a unique learning experience that complements the NSW History
Syllabus, which enhances and reflects on history studies in the classroom,” Mr
Perrottet said. “I encourage students in Year 10 and 11 with a keen interest in
history to apply as this is a hands-on learning opportunity to represent their school
and community.”
Minister for Transport and Veterans David Elliott said the 2022 study tour will take
place during the Term 3 school holidays (26 September to 7 October) and will visit
locations in Sydney, regional NSW and the ACT.
“The tour will be accompanied by a military historian to teach students about our
nation’s military past and help them understand the importance of commemoration,”
Mr Elliott said.
“This is an especially important tour in 2022, a year that commemorates 80 years
since our veterans fought for our freedom during the Second World War.”
One of the 2021 scholars, Ryan Muscat from Marian Catholic College Kenthurst,
described the tour as truly incredible.
“It was a once in a lifetime experience, not just because of the fascinating stops but
the friendships that I made with my fellow scholars,” Ryan said. “It helped me to
better appreciate the breadth and scale of sacrifice that personnel from NSW have
made in the defence of Australia and how our state's role continues to evolve.”
Eligible students can apply online by submitting a short personal essay, a letter of
recommendation, a parent consent form and a copy of a marked history assignment.
Registrations close on 28 March 2022. For more information about the program visit
www.veterans.nsw.gov.au/education/premiers-anzac-memorial-scholarship.

Funding delivered to expand domestic violence support program
A funding boost totalling nearly $20 million
over four years is being delivered by the
NSW Government to help more victimsurvivors of domestic violence stay in their
homes.
Minister for Women’s Safety and the
Prevention of Domestic and Sexual
Violence Natalie Ward said the commitment
will mean the Staying Home Leaving
Violence program will be expanded from 33
existing locations to reach 70 locations
across the state, focussing on areas with
high demand.
“In trying to escape a violent situation,
women and children who have suffered at
the hands of domestic violence often find
themselves having to leave the family home
and move away from their crucial network of
family and friends,” Mrs Ward said.

“The Staying Home Leaving Violence
program turns that around, allowing
women and children to stay safely and
heal in their own home, while the
perpetrator is removed.
The NSW Government has committed
$4.95 million to the program’s expansion
each year for four years, totalling $19.8
million.
The Staying Home Leaving Violence
Program works in cooperation with NSW
Police to remove the perpetrator from
the family home and support victimsurvivors to remain safely in the home.
Services available include improving
home security, help in managing
finances, support for children and
helping with complicated legal
processes.
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Grants available to enable regional
students’ aspirations for higher education
Applications are now open for funding for
initiatives that encourage students and
individuals in regional and remote areas of
Australia to aspire to completing higher
education.
The Australian Government’s Regional
Partnerships Project Pool Program provides
$7.1 million over three years for the delivery of
collaborative outreach programs that support
the higher education aspirations of students in
regional communities.
Minister for Regional Education, Senator Bridget
McKenzie said the program responds to the
Napthine Review, which found students from
regional areas were often disincentivised from
pursuing university or other studies.
“There is no easy or quick fix to the barriers
many students face in accessing higher
education, which is why we are funding
innovative proposals that will directly involve
regional communities themselves,” Senator
McKenzie said. “The program will fund
universities, Regional University Centres
vocational education and training providers,
schools and community groups to collaborate
on tailored approaches that support the best
possible outcomes for our students.
“The initial funding round offers eligible
applicants seed funding totalling $1 million to
establish partnerships with regional
communities in their state or territory, and codesign a proposal for initiatives which offer
students the same quality and diversity of
higher education outreach as metropolitan
students.
“Phase 2 of the Program will then identify the
proposed outreach initiatives with the
strongest regional buy-in to receive multi-year
funding to deliver the outreach program.
“I encourage applicants to think outside the box
and explore new ways to engage with regional
communities in order to meet the needs of their
students, and to make the most of any existing
connections between community groups and
education providers.”
Applications for Phase 1 will close on 14 March
2022.
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Fixing phone services vital for the future
Phone services are as vital as electricity for regional, rural and remote
Australians says the state’s peak agricultural body, calling for more than
a ‘band-aid fix’ on phone woes.
A new national report on telecommunications has made 12
recommendations for change, which if implemented would herald a
new era for the bush.
NSW Farmers Vice President Xavier Martin said the recommendations,
whilst not necessarily groundbreaking, brought into sharp focus the
growing importance of connectivity outside capital cities.
“The independent committee reporting on Australia’s
telecommunications system compared the need for digital access to
the need for electricity, which is not far off the mark and indicates how
rapidly we have come to depend on reliable connectivity,” Mr Martin
said.
“COVID-19 accelerated the need to be able to be connected from
anywhere, and there’s a real opportunity to bring regional, rural and
remote Australia up to the same standard as urban centres.
“The benefits of a reliable connection are varied in the bush – from
making farms safer and health services more effective, to building
efficiencies and opening the door to regional online businesses.”
The recommendations cover the need for a longer-term approach to
telecommunications in the bush, as well as a pressing need for stronger
investment and greater resilience in phone and data infrastructure.
“The Black Summer bushfires and other natural disasters have exposed
the dangers of poor or unreliable connectivity, and this is a reality our
farmers have to deal with daily when they move around their property,”
Mr Martin said.
“With more business being conducted online and health services
stretched, especially during COVID, the need is huge and the
investment potential almost limitless – especially if it means more
businesses can be run remotely and more Australians can feasibly
move out of the cities and into regional areas.
“Digital literacy is also a huge part of improved telecommunications,
and it’s pleasing to see the committee acknowledge this in their
recommendation for a strengthened Regional Tech Hub.”
NSW LANDCARE AND LOCAL LAND SERVICES
CONFERENCE GOING ONLINE
Organisers of the 2022 NSW Landcare and Local Land Services
conference have made the tough decision to move the event online to
keep the community safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The conference was due to be held in Tweed Heads from 15-17 March,
but it will now take place online on Thursday, 17 March from 9:00am –
5:00pm. Tickets have now been reduced to $100. Those who have
already booked can keep their ticket and be refunded the difference or
request a full refund.
Ms Orr said the conference will be followed by a free, online awards
ceremony. For conference updates and to see a full list of finalists the
2021 NSW Landcare awards visit, www.nswlandcareconference.com.au
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Queanbeyan-Palerang and Snowy

Kings Highway works commence Monaro Regional Councils ignored in
Following a $20 million Kings Highway Upgrade
election commitment, early works are now underway
between Batemans Bay and the NSW / ACT border.
The Kings Highway upgrade is expected to take about
18 months, weather permitting.
Geotechnical investigations will commence at various
locations on the Kings Highway from the 15th of
February 2022.
Residents will be advised prior to work starting and the
public will be notified in advance of all work and any
potential traffic impacts.

Regional Road Reclassification Review

Labor has accused the Liberal-National Government has fallen well
short of a 2019 election promising to review and reclassify 15,000
kilometres of road to lighten the financial burden on local government
and ratepayers – delivering just 391 kilometres or 2.6 per cent of the
road promised.
The Interim Report on road classification review and transfer of
regional roads was published in February 2021 but not released until
September of last year. The final report was due in March of last year
but appears to be locked away until the results of the by-election are
known.
The Queanbeyan-Palerang and Snowy Monaro Regional councils
collectively advocated for the reclassification or transfer of 18 sections
of road, totalling around 700 kilometres. Both councils were decisively
let down without a single stretch of road being accepted in the Interim
Report.
Shadow Minister for Regional Transport and Roads, Jenny Aitchison
said, “Mr Perrottet and the Liberals and Nationals have delivered
nothing but disappointment to the residents of Monaro.”
Bryce Wilson, Candidate for Monaro said last week, “The National
and Liberal Government takes rural and regional NSW for granted,
and this is yet another example of regional NSW being promised the
world and delivered an atlas.”
“This report should have been released a year ago, yet they sat on it
hoping the problem would go away and their broken promises would
be forgotten.”
The applications indicate that the councils advocated for the following
sections of roads to be reclassified or transferred to NSW State
Government ownership:
·Araluen Road, Braidwood to Moruya - 81km
·Barry Way, Jindabyne - 39km
·Black Lake Road, Cathcart – 9.5km
·Bobeyan Road, Adaminaby – 27km
·Bombala Street, Cooma - 1.3km
·Bungendore Road and Macs Reef Road, Bungendore - 19.5km
·Campbell Street, Queanbeyan – 250m
·Captains Flat Road, Captains Flat – 86km
·Cathcart Road, Cathcart - 15km
·Krawaree Road, Cooma - 112km
·Old Cooma Road, Queanbeyan - 16.5km
·Dalgety Road, Jindabyne – 18km
·Delegate Road, Delegate - 500m
·Nerriga Road, Nerriga - 113km
·Oallen Road, Oallen - 51km
·Polo Flat Road, Cooma – 4km
·Tarago Road, Bungendore - 30km, and
·The Snowy River Way, Jindabyne - 82km
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Regional youth supported by wellbeing recovery initiative
Councils, schools, not-for-profit organisations and Local
Aboriginal Land Councils are encouraged to apply for
grants to deliver projects that support recovery, boost
resilience and support mental health and wellbeing for
regional young people.
Minister for Regional Youth Ben Franklin has announced
the $10.3 million Children and Young People Wellbeing
Recovery Initiative that will help regional youth recover
from the impacts of natural disasters and COVID-19.
“The past few years have been difficult for many in our
regions, but particularly regional young people who have
had to contend with the changes that come with growing
up in the midst of bushfires, floods, a mouse plague and
COVID-19,” Mr Franklin said.
“These grants will support projects that build resilience of
young people for future adverse events and help regional
youth bounce back stronger and be more connected with
their peers and communities than ever before.”
Mr Franklin said larger grants will fund projects that
support the wellbeing of young people, support recovery
activities and build resilience, while smaller grants (under
$10,000) will fund projects that promote social inclusion
and community connections for regional youth aged 0-24.

“The types of projects funded by larger grants include
things like community events, peer support groups, cultural
connection or partnership programs, while smaller grants
will fund initiatives like sporting programs and barbecues,”
Mr Franklin said.
“Regional Youth Community Coordinators are available to
assist regional communities to identify projects that will
boost resilience and strengthen community and youth
networks across regional NSW.”
$1.5 million is available for small grants across regional
NSW and $5.2 million for larger grants through Children and
Young People Wellbeing Recovery Initiative program, as
part of the NSW COVID-19 Economic Recovery Strategy.
The NSW and Commonwealth governments have made a
50:50 contribution for storm and flood affected areas with a
further $3.6 million available from the Disaster Recovery
Funding Arrangements.
Small grants are for up to $10,000 and larger grants are for
between $10,000 and $50,000.
Applications are open now and close on 31 December
2022 or when fully allocated.
For program and eligibility guidelines, visit
nsw.gov.au/YouthWellbeing
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Graph from covid19nsw.ethan.link
Showing new cases of Covid 19 in 2622 since the start of the Omicron wave.

User-friendly online home care guide for managing COVID-19 at home
The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP)
has launched a new interactive online guide to help people with
COVID-19 manage their symptoms at home.
The RACGP’s Managing COVID-19 at home with assistance
from your general practice site now includes a dynamic new,
user-friendly interactive online version which has been adapted
for people who do not require additional support from their GP
while self-managing their illness at home. The online tool
includes advice and information on:
· what people need to do when isolating at home
· how to manage symptoms
· tips for taking care of mental health and wellbeing.
RACGP Vice President Dr Bruce Willett encouraged people to
take advantage of the information.
“This new and improved online resource is just what the doctor
ordered,” he said.
“The timing couldn’t be better. With case numbers in their tens
of thousands each day it’s essential people know what to do if
they catch this virus. Most people with COVID-19 will only
experience relatively minor symptoms that can be safely
managed in the comfort of their own home.
“This new resource is great for people with low digital literacy
skills, including those who perhaps aren’t accustomed to
searching around internet sites for information. It’s easy to
engage with because at a glance you can find the information
that is relevant to you.
“The tab down the right-hand side features different chapters
such as ‘What can I do stop the spread of the virus?’ and ‘How
can I manage my symptoms?’. So, you can easily flick through
those and identify what you need.
“Making sure you have the right information at hand to best
manage your symptoms and look after yourself is essential. I
encourage everyone to read this resource and share with
friends and family, even if you haven’t contracted the virus
yourself.”
The RACGP Vice President said that the guide’s inclusiveness
was a key feature. “We want to make sure that everyone in the
community can access this information,” he said.
“If English is not your first language, this guide has information
about how to access resources and help in your language. This
includes details of the interpreter service via the National
Coronavirus Helpline. Being online, people can use their
browser’s translate function when using the guide.

“Through the tool you can also access resources specifically
designed for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
“It’s important to remember too that managing COVID-19 at
home is not just about being mindful of your physical symptoms,
you need to consider your mental health too. Contracting this
virus and potentially being at home alone can be a confronting
experience and there is no shame in feeling a bit isolated or
afraid.
“That is why this guide includes information on ways to look
after your mental health during this time. It can be as simple as
keeping in touch with friends and family, contacting local
community and religious organisations, developing a daily
routine, and even using the time to do new things such as
drawing or reading. If you don’t feel up for those tasks, that’s
just fine – but for some people it may prove a useful distraction.”
Dr Willett said that the guide’s information will be useful on
many fronts.
“Getting the basics right is so important because this virus can
spread rapidly to other members of your household including
partners, family members or housemates,” he said.
“If you can isolate in a separate room, avoid shared spaces and
wear a mask when moving through shared areas you may well
stop someone else in your household catching COVID-19.
“Something the guide also covers is how to best manage
symptoms, which vary from person to person but can be very
unpleasant. Try to get lots of rest and drink plenty of water. You
can take paracetamol if you need but avoid ibuprofen if you’re
pregnant.
“Most people who catch COVID-19 will only have relatively mild
symptoms that won’t require a hospital visit; however, it’s vital to
be on the lookout for severe symptoms.
“Even if you are young, fit, healthy and have no underlying
medical conditions - you still need to be mindful of your
condition potentially deteriorating. For example, if you have
severe shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, pain or
pressure in your chest, confusion, or fainting call 000 right away.
Don’t try and tough it out and see if the symptoms will pass
because you need medical attention.
“Each person’s COVID-19 journey is different and no one
person is the same. However, this interactive and user-friendly
guide has information that I think will benefit people from all
walks of life. So please, take advantage of it and share it with
friends and family members.”
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BRAIDWOOD CWA NEWS

Braidwood CWA Branch held their first Meeting for 2022 last
Friday, 11th February. Eighteen Members attended, this
included two new Members.
It was good to catch up with everyone again after our break.
Mrs Mandy O’Brien, who is our Agriculture and Environment
Officer gave a very interesting and informative presentation
regarding Feral Pigs and a Project being undertaken in the
Krawaree valley. This involves catching and collaring the pigs
in order to track their movements. Mandy also bought some
Banksia plants along and provided us with some interesting
facts about these.
CWA of NSW will be celebrating their Centenary at Royal
Randwick, Sydney in May. The State Conference will
commence on 2nd May and finish on May, 7th. There have
been lots of events planned around the Centenary, with many
NSW Branches holding their own Celebrations.
We have been invited to attend Southern Tablelands Group
Land Cookery and Handicraft Day at Goulburn on Tuesday
15th March. At present our Members are preparing their
entries for the Handicraft Competition. Prize winners in both
sections then go on to compete at State Level at the
Conference. Members at all Branches have been busy
knitting small bears with the CWA logo on to be distributed in
Showbags at The Royal Easter Show this year.
Along with other activities we have planned for the coming
year, we are going to arrange for our Members to enjoy the
return river cruise with lunch from the Boatshed in Batemans
Bay to Nelligen.
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We hold Craft Days on Mondays, commencing at 10: 30 am ,
everyone is welcome to attend. On Thursday Mahjong is
played at our Rooms from 1:00pm.
With all the Centenary Events and other activities, we as
Members of Braidwood CWA Branch are looking forward to
a busy and successful year ahead, with little or no input from
Covid!

NSW records worst ambulance
response rate in a decade
NSW Ambulance response times are the worst they have
been in at least a decade while the NSW Government has
cut spending to the service, according to the latest
Productivity Commission report.
The average wait time for the most urgent cases in the
2020/21 financial year were one full minute longer than the
previous year in NSW, up to 12.3 minutes from 11.3
minutes - again exceeding the accepted target of 10
minutes.
It is the sixth slowest ambulance response time for urgent
cases in capital cities across the country behind the ACT at
9 minutes, WA at 9.4 minutes, the NT at 9.5 minutes,
Victoria at 10 minutes and Queensland at 11.3 minutes.
The report also found spending on NSW Ambulance went
backwards at $140.9 per person in the population from
$142.05 in the previous financial year.
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QPRC Art Awards 2022
Artists and craft practitioners of
the region, get ready for the QPRC
Art Awards 2022
Award categories and prizes will be
announced soon.
Two scholarships valued at $3000 are
available for arts practice and/or arts
study in 2022.
Practising and emerging artists from the
following council areas are eligible:
Goulburn, Mulwaree, Oberon, Palerang,
Shoalhaven, Upper Lachlan.
Wingecarribee and Wollondilly
Applications close 9 March 2022
For more information please call
(02)48222786 or visit
mulwareetrust.org.au

A Poem by Mary Murray

KEY DATES:
Online entries open: 1 March 19 April on QPRC website
Delivery of Artworks: 2-3 May
Opening Event: Thurs 12 May
Exhibition: Fri 13 May - Sat 11
June
Collection of Artworks: 14 -15
June

Braidwood Film Club Inc.

Our February screening is on Saturday 19 and comprises two recent
documentaries. 7:00pm.
Please note the earlier than expected time .. we have two films to screen
and a guest to introduce the first.
Brazen Hussies: a 93 minutes long first feature from director Catherine
Dwyer starring (amongst others) our own Suzanne Bellamy, is a look at the
Women's Liberation Movement (1965 to 1975). Interweaving freshly
The sights we see along the say
uncovered archival footage, personal photographs, memorabilia and lively
Are captured in our mobile today!
personal accounts from activists, it shows us how a daring and diverse
Canola paddocks in brilliant yellow
Give me the feeling of being quite mellow! group of women joined forces to defy the status quo, demand equality and
thereby contributed to one of the greatest social movements of the 20th
Such a contrast on one side
century. Elizabeth (Biff) Ward who was very involved in the making of
With Patterson's curse, trying to hide!
Brazen Hussies has consented to introducing the film.
The call of the bush with cockatoos
and at approximately 8:45
sqwarking
Women of Steel 58 minutes, directed by Robynne Murphy is the story of
The crunch of my boots while I'm not
the migrant women who took on BHP in 1980s Wollongong. After being told
talking
“there’s no jobs for women” at the local steelworks, a group of migrant
Makes me stop to appreciate
women begin a campaign against Australia’s most powerful company. Their
How vast it is, when you wait…
political and legal battle for the right to work changed the rules forever.
For further sounds that come with a
There will be no shared meal and we would ask that you confirm your Covidbreeze
19 vaccination status upon entry.
To rustle the leaves and blow the trees.
Road Trip
The time has come to hit the road
To look ahead and unload
In country towns, where nature calls
And savor the sounds of waterfalls.

BCA QUILT RAFFLE

The Braidwood Community Association
has been given a beautiful hand-made
quilt to raffle. Local resident Jenny
Wallace has generously made and
donated this quilt as a way to help BCA
and the community.
BCA Committee member Eryn Wood is
handling the ticket sales. You can buy
tickets ($5 each) by making a direct
deposit to our Bendigo Bank account, BSB
633 000, Acc No 163 734 015.
PLEASE include Your Name-Raffle-Phone
Number as the reference. We need to be
able to contact you if you're the lucky
winner! Eryn can be contacted on
Messenger, or at ezzjazz@yahoo.com.au,
or leave a message on 0421983397. You
can also pay for tickets at the bank. The
raffle will be drawn at Easter.
Our sincere and grateful thanks to Jenny
Wallace for her generous donation.
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Braidwood Concert Series are kicking off 2022 with the
return of jazz supergroup THIS WORLD launching their
new album 'Another Dance'.
Saturday 12 March from 5pm @ St Andrews Anglican
Church, 47 Elrington St Braidwood. Tix: $38 adult, $30
pensioners/students Available online.
Comprising four of Australia’s most esteemed jazz musicians,
the celebrated jazz ‘supergroup’ This World made waves in
2020 with their critically acclaimed and ARIA nominated debut
album. Two years on, they ask you to join them for ‘ANOTHER
DANCE’, their second full length album, recorded in Sydney on
the very brink of the 2021 extended lockdown.
To celebrate the release of the new album ‘ANOTHER DANCE’,
This World – Mike Nock + Hamish Stuart + Julien Wilson +
Jonathan Zwartz - will play four very special dates in the
coming months including Braidwood. Get in early and book
your tickets now as this will be a rare chance to experience live
and outstanding contemporary jazz!
The first tour in Feb 2020 let them see firsthand the
devastation wrought by the Black Summer bushfires through
parts of regional NSW and ACT. In Braidwood the band donated
the proceeds of their show to local bushfire victims through
Blazeaid, only to have floods prevent many from attending.
Several shows and festival appearances were cancelled at the
eleventh hour due to COVID lockdowns and travel restrictions,
including their scheduled return to Braidwood last June.
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The best creative pursuits offer reflection on the
environment and events that they spring from, so it
stands to reason that the music on ‘ANOTHER DANCE’
embodies different elements to ‘This World’.
The eight new pieces presented on the ‘ANOTHER
DANCE’ album bear witness to the enduring bond the
musicians share, and offer a deep and rich sense of
optimism, hope and shared humanity as a tonic to these
most interesting of times.
A couple of current COVID guidelines:
maximum COVID seating limit is 80
please arrive at least 15-20 mins earlier than the start
time to avoid congestion and delay
you will need to COVID register. St Andrews church
has a QR code or enter your name and phone
number on a manual list
please bring and wear a mask whilst inside the venue
and during the performance
we'll check your name on the booking list
there will be no intermission
there will be no afternoon tea served after the
concert
please bring your own cushion for comfortable
seating on the pews.
BOOKINGS https://events.humanitix.com/this-world2022

Braidwood Bugle Arts
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Music in the Regions launches inaugural program, planting seeds for cultural renewal
Long-term relationships, new touring networks and greater
opportunities for regional musicians across NSW are key to
this bold new creative experience
From a railway precinct in Temora to a courthouse in
Gunning, the stage is set for a series of inspiring
performances across NSW as Music in the Regions unveils
its inaugural program of events.
A new independent touring organisation, Music in the
Regions has been established to connect classical
musicians with regional audiences hungry for rich cultural
experiences. Its first program, announced today, spans
hundreds of kilometres and features a delightfully wide range
of venues across the state.
Musicians and audiences will come together in a variety of
settings, from the Gunning Courthouse and Temora railway
to the National Theatre in Braidwood and the Southern
Cross Cinema in Young.
And in a model that will be repeated in future programs
across NSW, the musicians involved in 2022 will return to
these same communities every year for the next three years.
This will help strengthen relationships with audiences,
extend opportunities for local artists and open the door for
other musicians by establishing new touring routes
throughout the state.
This first series of performances will be led by Acacia
Quartet, one of Australia’s most dynamic, versatile musical
ensembles. The quartet will also take part in workshops and
professional development sessions to stimulate regional
creativity and leave a legacy that endures for years to come.

Currently ensemble in residence at the Orange Regional
Conservatorium, Acacia Quartet will present a program that
combines work by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and
Alexander Borodin along with the sought-after young
Australian composer Alice Chance.
Their first performance takes place on March 2 in Goulburn
as part of the launch of the Hume Conservatorium Creative
Precinct. Subsequent performances will take place across
the state over the following week. (Details below.)
Also performing in Braidwood will be a special guest from
the Southern Tablelands: Rachel Johnston, former cellist for
the Australian String Quartet.
Music in the Regions will announce the details of its second
program, which spreads into different parts of NSW, in
coming weeks.
Acacia Quartet viola player Stefan Duwe said “Regional
NSW is our home. We love playing in large concert halls in
the city but there’s something particularly special about
performing for smaller audiences in the regions. We just love
it. These performances are a chance to meet people we
might not otherwise meet and to engage with audiences who
might not otherwise have had the opportunity to hear music
of this kind.”

Join Music in the Regions for an afternoon of classical music
from Acacia Quartet, with a guest performance by cellist
Rachel Johnston.
Date: Sunday 6th March, 2022
Time: 2pm
Venue: Braidwood National Theatre
Tickets: General Admission $35, Concession $25

Braidwood Bugle Arts
Catch two artists in the Gallery and hear
their take on artistic practice - why it's
good for you, and what makes it last.

Robbie Howard with work in Gallery 2 exhibition Forced
Abstraction, Robbie Howard, Waratahs 1, 2021, 111 x 178cm.
Photograph courtesy of Goulburn Regional Art Gallery

In the Goulburn Regional Art Gallery at
12pm, Friday 25 February for art talks
with Robbie Howard and Karen Edin
Don't miss these art talks by Howard and
Edin in the Gallery. Hear them talk about
their evolving artistic practices and what has
made their passion for making endure.
In Gallery 2, Robbie Howard speaks to her
exhibition Forced Abstractions, a series of
screenprinted works that intertwine and
meet the viewer with a resonant surge of
colour. Based in Canberra but a long-time
Goulburn local, Howard's practice spans
panting and printmaking, with a beautiful
dance between figurative on the verge of
abstraction.
Another artist who will be presenting is
Karen Edin. A Goulburn artist making work
in the fields of textiles, painting, digital
media and photography, Edin is the curator
of the current exhibition in The Window.
Pairing two very different works together to
explore a similar path, her exploration of the
permanent collection is one of
thoughtfulness, ecology and cultural
memory.
Bookings are limited and essential, so save
your seat here.
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Submissions for the Goulburn
Art Award 2022 are now open!
Get those works ready, entries close
at 5pm Friday 1 April, 2022.
Artists living within a 120km radius of
Goulburn working in any medium are
eligible to apply. The Gallery
encourages submissions from artists
at all stages of their careers. Two
categories will be open: the Goulburn
Art Award and the Young Artist Award
for students in Years 10, 11 and 12.
The Goulburn Art Award 2022 will be
judged by Danny Lacy, Director,
Mornington Peninsula Regional
Gallery.
Winners will be announced on
opening night, 6pm Friday 13 May,
2022.
More information on how to apply can
be found here.2022 Goulburn Art
Award | Goulburn Regional Art
Gallery

Tickets available now for Big Things in Store
The Big Things in Store event is back.
The Australian War Memorial is
opening the doors to its storage
facility in Mitchell to the public on
Saturday 5 March.
A limited number of free timed tickets
to the Big Things in Store event have
been released and are available to
book now on the Memorial’s website:
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitio
ns/bigthingsinstore
Held at the Australian War Memorial’s
Treloar Technology Centre in Mitchell,
this event is a unique opportunity for
members of the public to experience a
behind-the-scenes look at the
Memorial’s extensive collection. It
includes aircraft, rockets, vehicles,
tanks, artillery and equipment used by
– or against – Australians for over a
century.

This year, visitors also have the opportunity
to take a closer look at the F/A-18 Classic
Hornet aircraft – a new addition to the
Memorial’s collection which was retired after
more than 30 years of service on 9 June
2020. The much-loved G for George, Avro
Lancaster Mk I Bomber, will also be on
display at the event.
Big Things in Store was last held in 2019 and
all visitors (including minors) will require a
free timed ticket to attend this year’s event
with two hour sessions available to book from
9am. To ensure the safety of visitors the
event will be in line with ACT Government
health directions at the time.
To avoid disappointment, members of the
public are encouraged to book their free
ticket early. With plenty to see and do, find
out more about Big Things in Store at
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/bigt
hingsinstore

Critical thinking opportunity
for local children
Julian Davies has established an educational social enterprise
(Consensus Education) as a charitable foundation, with the very
able assistance of James Smith.
The Consensus Education Foundation to raise philanthropic
donations that will enable them to reach more children, to help
encourage their thinking and speaking skills while ensuring that
no student is unable to join due to cost. After-school classes will
be called Clubs and will be guided by the charity’s goals and
commitment to equity, and therefore will be open to children of
all backgrounds from any school in the local region.
The goal of Club classes will centre on developing reasonable
thinkers who can evaluate information and communicate its
analysis with understanding and perceptiveness. The discussion
of real-world examples, the testing of knowledge through
quizzes, and the use of thinking games will underpin our
approach to student learning. These activities will be tied
together using public speaking and debating as channels for
effective student thought and communication.
Funding from generous donors will directly subsidise every
student’s learning, but voluntary contributions will be greatly
appreciated to help fully cover the costs of training and paying
tutors and effectively run the courses.
“We’ve structured the voluntary contributions to be no more
than $5 per week for primary and $6 per week for secondary”
said Julian, “which can then be more than halved with a NSW
Government Creative Kids Voucher.”
Booking is online and easy, by going to
www.consensuseducation.com/stclub where there is a link to the
booking portal.

Braidwood Church News
St Bede's Church News
REFLECTION on the Gospel of Luke 6:27-38
Judgment Vacated
Dolores looked out her kitchen window at the
apartment building across the street. She could
tell by the beat-up cars in the driveway and the
sounds of frequent arguing that the young
couples with children living there were stressed
both financially and emotionally. She wondered
if her neighbour down the street was right when
he speculated that there might be illegal goingson in the building.
One day she looked out and noticed that one of
the young women was having trouble with her
car. Though slightly hesitant, Dolores walked
across the street to see if she could help. The
young woman, Rachael, was crying when she
got there, and the child in the back seat looked
scared. “I have to get my kid to the doctor,”
Rachael wept, “and then I have to get to work or
I’ll lose my job. And the car won’t start”. Dolores
took out her mobile phone and called the local
garage. In no time at all, the old car was
running, and Rachael was now crying with
gratitude. She gave Dolores a smile and a wave
as she drove off. A simple act of kindness
changed Dolores’ judgments and brought her a
new friend.
The Commissioning
Rejoice! You are Golden Rule people. We will
pray unceasingly. We will forgive generously.
We will live adventurously. We will abandon
anxiety. We will share gracefully. We will meet
suffering compassionately. We will love beyond
limits. And God will be your constant companion
along the way. GPBS 15/2/2022
The church is closed to the public for the
duration of the roof repairs. Mass is currently
being held in the school hall, Saturdays at 6pm.
Masks are still mandatory, as is signing in with
the QR code. Currently there aren’t any density
limits for churches.
Markets in Ryrie Park: 8am - 2pm next Saturday
Produce; Crafts; Plants; Antiques & Collectibles;
Trash & Treasure; Monthly Raffle; Donations of
cooking etc gratefully accepted at the Parish
table. Enquiries to Jenni Miller on 0436 339293
Mass, 20 February 2022, 11am,
Nerriga Catholic Church
As mentioned in a previous post Father Mick
Burke will be holding a regional Mass at the
Nerriga Catholic Church on Sunday 20 February
2022 at 11am. After Mass the group will be
having lunch at the Nerriga Hotel. All are
welcome to attend. For catering purposes, if you
wish to attend the lunch please let Helen Hart,
Parish Secretary, know by 16 February 2022 on
mobile no 0430 169 849.
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Anglican Parish of Braidwood
PRACTICE BEING UNSELFISH.
Helping people brings great fulfilment. When you spend your day serving
others, you can lay your head down at night and sleep soundly. And even
if you have spent much of your life chasing selfish gain, it’s not too late to
have a change of heart.
Even Charles Dickens’ character Scrooge, discovered you can turn your
life around and make a difference for others.
That’s what Alfred Nobel did. He was shocked when he saw his obituary
in a newspaper. His brother had died, and the editor mistakenly named
Alfred instead in an uncomplimentary summary of his life, mentioning the
many people killed through the explosives his profitable company
produced.
So Nobel vowed to spend the rest of his life promoting peace and
acknowledging contributions to humanity. That’s how the Nobel Prizes
came into being!
When you get outside of yourself and make a contribution to others, you
really begin to live.
Unselfishness is its own reward; it’s not dependent on the response of
others.
When you see a four year old, you expect selfishness, but when you see
it in a forty year old, it’s not very attractive, it is?
Of all the qualities you can pursue, unselfishness seems to make the
biggest difference towards cultivating other virtues.
Yes, it goes against the grain of human nature. But if you can learn to
think unselfishly and become a giver, it becomes easier to develop other
virtues such as gratitude, love, respect, patience and discipline.
An extract for “The Word for Today” A Christian Vision Publication.
Join us for a service of Prayer and Praise : Sunday 20th February at
10am
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Elrington St, Braidwood.
The Parish AGM will be held a Sunday 27th February, after the 10am
service

Uniting Church News
I had a day at Malua Bay recently. I got to stand knee deep in the swell
and be buffeted as the powerful waves roared towards the beach. Then
came that eerie sensation of shifting sand under my heels as the waves
rushed back to the ocean. Insecure, wobbly, losing balance, that feeling
of not being grounded. I was reminded of the teaching of Jesus, where he
talks about consciously building our life, each and every moment, on solid
ground.
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock…not sand (Matthew
7:24-27). Usually, I think of wisdom as knowledge, but Jesus, speaking of
wisdom, puts the emphasis on what you do - action. “…whoever hears
these words of mine and does them will be considered wise” (v. 24).
Jesus didn’t tell a story about a house that avoided the storm; He spoke
of the house that could withstand the storm. We prepare for storms, not
by looking out for bad things that might come our way and trying to dodge
them, our preparation starts early, before there is a cloud in the sky. Our
preparation is about keeping Jesus as our focus, and building our inner
life and knowing, on him, our rock. Rather than hold the teaching of Jesus
as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, the invitation is to
transformative action through relationship in our everyday life. Living out
this life brings strengthening to resist every wave and storm of life that
would seek to buffet us. This week may we live with our feet firmly
planted our rock. Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the congregation
of Braidwood Uniting Church. Sunday Worship 10am. Radio Church 6pm
88.9fm. Weekly Garage Sale, Wednesday 9-3. Cnr Duncan and
Monkittee Streets.
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#weedwednesday with Dog LegFarm
AMARANTH - AMARANTHUS Sp. Also
known as Cock’s Comb, Lamb's Quarters,
Love Lies Bleeding, and Pigweed.
You've probably seen Amaranth growing wild along side
railway lines or on waste ground and rubbish tips.
It's a prolific seeder and it is cultivated commercially for
its seed which is packed with protein and fibre. Although
technically not a cereal grain, is used to make a glutenfree flour. The leaves are very high in iron and vitamin C
and contain calcium, protein, phosphorus, potassium,
thiamine, riboflavin and niacin. Do not eat it raw but lightly
steam it as you would other leafy greens.
Medicinally it is considered a good tonic herb and the
seeds are known to help lower cholesterol. An extract of
the flowers can be used externally for sores and ulcers
and as a mouth wash for sores in the mouth.
Magickally, Amaranth was revered by the Aztecs and was
believed to hold supernatural powers. It was associated
with human sacrifice and the Aztec women made
ceremonial idols from ground amaranth seed, honey and
human blood which was mixed and shaped into the idols
that were then eaten. In Pagan cultures it was associated
with the goddesses Artemis and Demeter. It is used in
ceremonies to call up the dead and spells to mend a
broken heart. It is also associated with immortality and is
used to decorate images of gods and goddesses as well
as in Pagan funeral ceremonies.
More practically the dried Amaranth flowers make an
excellent natural plant dye or food colourant and they're a
beautiful addition to floral displays. In fact the name
Amaranth comes from the word "Amaranton", which
means “unwithering”, because the flowers maintain their
shape and color when dried.
It can run wild in the garden if left to its own devices but
it's a great superfood addition to your regular vegetables.
It responds well to high nitrogen and phosphorus-rich soil.
Harvest before flowering to keep it under control.
*disclaimer: be sure of plant identification before
consuming any wild plants and consult your medical
practitioner before using any natural plant medicines

*disclaimer: be sure of plant identification before
consuming any wild plants and consult your medical
practitioner before using any natural plant medicines.
#embraceyourweeds
#wildforaging #herbalremedies #naturaltherapies
#edibleweeds #medicinalplants #natureheals
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Author, Journalist and Screenwriter Robert Macklin as a regular contributor to the Bugle.
THE GADFLY PAPERS, are a delightful collection of columns he has been writing since 2012.

Gadfly

The Morrison Government is so grievously wounded –
by its own hand - it would be an act of simple decency to
put it out of its misery.
With a landslide.
And given the walloping the Libs took in the recent
NSW byelections, it does seem that a big chunk of
unaligned voters is about to break off the cliff face and
sweep them from the mountainside.
There will, of course, be lots of survivors. And first out
of the wreckage will emerge the shiny pate of Peter Dutton
to lead his battered followers in Opposition. It will be a long
way back.
All of the above, I happily admit, is more hope than
prognostication. That’s the way of all political commentary:
the wish, as they say, is father of the thought.
It’s why pollsters ask their selected ‘swinging’ voters,
‘Who do you think will win the election?’ They know that Jill
and Joe Bloggs have no special insight, but their answers
reveal their secret wish, and their votes will probably be
cast in its favour.
For example, when pressed to explain why they think
the government will get back, Jill and Joe will find a way to
sound middle of the road-ish. ‘It will be a khaki election,’
they’ll say, ‘and you know what the Australian people are
like – they’re scared of China.’ Or, with a heavy sigh,
‘Anthony Albanese just doesn’t seem to stand for anything.’
They willingly concede that the Morrison government
has bungled the Aged Care system, the vaccine rollout, a
Federal ICAC, climate change, the religious discrimination
bill, pork barreling, rejection of the Uluru Statement from
the Heart, the domestic violence crisis and justice for
women, to name but a few. But still, they’ll say, ‘people
forget. The Coalition is better on the economy and
everyone wrote Scomo off last time…’

Well, some did. I was among those who thought
it was insupportable to reward Bill Shorten for a career
of political backstabbing with an elevation to The
Lodge. But they’re certainly right that Morrison wants a
khaki election. He set the scene with his demand for
an inquiry into the ‘real’ source of Coronavirus
suggesting it ‘escaped’ from a Wuhan chemical
warfare unit. He ramped up the Uighur mass ‘reeducation’ to an accusation of ‘genocide’.
He damned Chinese ‘aggression’ in the South
China Sea without a single interference to any
commercial shipping. And somehow, he misplaced our
long term One China policy, thoroughly offended the
French with AUKUS and joined a ‘Quad’ that is about
as schoolboyish as it sounds.
No wonder Pretend Emperor Xi stopped buying
bulk barley and Barossa’s best (though kept the
Australian dollar afloat with massive iron ore imports).
Undeterred, Morrison has been anti-China buzzing like
a blowfly in a bottle. And the Russia/Ukraine imbroglio
is providing the pictorial backdrop with big tanks and
missile launchers in splendid array.
Meanwhile, the ‘bubble’ that Morrison likes to call
his Canberra workplace has popped. All the clever
marketing devices have scattered into the public arena
as lies, hypocrisies, bullying and deceit. It’s a bit like
the Wizard of Oz – when young Dorothy got up close,
she discovered he was really just a silly old white man
pretending to make ‘miracles’.
But that doesn’t mean Labor is a shoo-in. This
week’s Four Corners had one unmistakable message
from Jill and Joe Bloggs: ‘What does Anthony
Albanese really stand for?’
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“Lots in fact, Mick. The elderly couple in number 10
are really good at growing tomatoes. They pretty
much supply the whole street with fresh tomatoes
that run rings around the supermarket varieties, as
well as homemade pasta sauces and relishes to store.
The young woman in number 7 is our resident
technology specialist and she quite likes fixing a
phone or connecting up some new computer.”
Mick tapped his fingers on his head.

“I’m not here to muck around, Bazza. I need a
beer.”

“I’ve spent the morning mowing the lawns,
Bazza, which is my least favourite job and now
I need to fix the computer.”

“So Mick, for mowing everybody’s lawns, Russell gets
all the tomatoes he needs, technological assistance,
advice on car troubles from Bill at number 9, a sit
on the couch, a cup of tea and a chat to our resident
psychologist at number 12 and not to mention the
best cakes and biscuits in town that come out of
number 14. I could go on Mick but that’s not bad
value for mowing everybody’s lawns.”

Bazza shook his head, took a sip and grinned.

Bazza took a long sip.

“Ahh…… Mick you are an urban warrior. They
should make a reality television about you
surviving daily life in the neighbourhood.
You need a smarter approach.”

“We’ve gone a bit further this year, Mick. We’ve put
together a shopping co operative. Some of us throw
in forty dollars a fortnight and bulk buy produce
from bags of potatoes through to a butchered lamb.
Chyou from number 3 and old Errol from number 9
enjoy hunting down a bargain. It’s then just a case
of dividing up their smart shopping.”

Mick wiped his brow and took a long drink
from the offered schooner.

Mick ran his hand through his hair and
eyeballed Bazza.
“You see, Mick, a while back our street came to
the conclusion that some of us are good at
some things and hopeless at others. In fact,
some of us like doing the very jobs others hate
doing.”
Mick rubbed his chin.
“Take Russell at the top of the street. He has
the flashest sit on lawn mower you can buy but
bugger all grass to mow. He is tickled pink to
whip up and down the street at the agreed time
mowing everybody’s lawns. He does a top job
and the double bonus is not having surround
sound lawn movers going off at any given
time.”
“Well…… it’s almost worth it for the
controlled noise. So you are pretty much
saying your street only needs one lawn mower?
All well and good, Bazza, but what’s in it for
Russell?”
They both took long sips.

Mick shook his head.
“Well Bazza I think there is more than just tomatoes
growing in your street by the sound of all this
hippy trippy stuff. But I’ve got to ask; what’s your
contribution?”
“I provide the mediation for any problems, Mick. I
also like to throw on a barbecue every month or so
to sort any problems and Viraj from number 2
supplies the home brew.”
Mick took a long sip.
“I can’t see how it would work, Bazza. There is a
fundamental breach of human rights at play here.”
Bazza sat bolt upright, his jaw dropped and his
raised schooner was frozen in mid air.
“You see, Bazza, every bloke is entitled to a lawn
mower.”
Have a beer with Bazza at john.longhurst59@gmail.com
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More opportunities for farm
fun as school returns
Children may have just returned to school, but a new grant will help savvy
teachers to get them out of the classroom and into the paddock.
NSW Farmers and the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment
have teamed up to deliver the Kids to Farms program, and now there are
$1500 grants on offer to help primary school teachers to add a farm
excursion to the curriculum, after a long period of at-home learning.
NSW Farmers Young Farming Council Member and school teacher
Charlotte Groves said the Kids to Farms program had been popular since
its April 2021 inception, with more than 400 students experiencing a real
working farm, or a farm classroom experience, or ‘incursion’ last year.
“Basically, the program is all about exposing young students to farming so
they understand food and fibre production and are aware of the
opportunities in the sector,” Ms Groves said.
“Schools will be looking for something new and engaging for their
students after long COVID-19 lockdowns, and we’re saying look no further
than a farm excursion through Kids to Farms.
“What better way to boost learning than to get a firsthand look at where
our food and fibre comes from?”
Primary schools across the state have access to the Kids to Farms
program, with the $1500 grants per school available until December 2022.
“The Kids to Farms program is a federally funded initiative delivered by
NSW Farmers, and the Department of Agriculture, Water and
Environment has offered these grants for primary schools to fund a farm
excursion,” Ms Groves said.
“These grants make the Kids to Farms program available to more schools
across the state and will especially benefit smaller regional schools.
“Kids to Farms is built on the ethos of ‘two by 12’, or two agriculture
experiences by the age of 12, and we really want to see as many students
as possible get involved.”
The Kids to Farms program has been extended to June 2023. To find out
more, visit www.kidstofarms.com.au
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Cash for soil data
A new Australian Government program launched
this week will see farmers and other land
managers receive payment in exchange for
sharing their historical soil test data.
Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia,
David Littleproud said $21 million would be
available to land managers wanting to contribute
their soil data to a national database.
“The Historical Soil Data Capture Payments
Program is part of the National Soil Strategy
which aims to build knowledge for land
managers to benchmark their soil against
regional or type averages,” Mr Littleproud said.
“We know there is a lot of privately held soil data
captured for agricultural management and other
purposes. This program aims to gather and
preserve soil data and make it centrally and
publicly available for others to use.
“Better soil data will lead to improved research,
technology and policy outcomes and will benefit
all Australians. The Australian Government is
seeking suitably qualified service providers to act
as data brokers to help deliver the program.
“An industry briefing will be held on 16 February
to inform agronomists, advisers, soil testing
service providers and others about the
opportunity to be data brokers.
“Once selected, data brokers will work with land
managers to source soil data that has been
collected and tested using approved testing
methods in a laboratory.”
Land managers can contribute their data when
the Program launches by engaging with Data
Brokers. Information and participating Data
Brokers details will be published.
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$52 Million to make NSW more disaster resilient
Communities across New South Wales will benefit from a
$52 million investment in resilience and risk reduction
funding to help reduce, mitigate and manage the risks of
future natural disasters.
The New South Wales Disaster Risk Reduction Fund is part
of the Commonwealth-NSW funded $261 million National
Risk Reduction Fund, and will offer three grant programs
with the first State Risk Reduction stream of $18 million
open for expressions of interest.
New South Wales Minister for Emergency Services and
Resilience Steph Cooke said it was important to work
collaboratively to minimise the loss and suffering caused by
natural disasters.
“We are committed to helping communities recover from
compounding disasters, with this $52 million investment
ensuring we are better prepared for the disasters and
disruptions of the future,” Minister Cooke said.
“Disaster resilience and risk reduction is a shared
responsibility. We will continue to bring together
government, industry, business, the not-for-profit sector,
communities and individuals to create a safer and more
resilient future for NSW.”
Two pathways are available under the $18 million State
Risk Reduction stream:
Up to $500,000 for Discovery Projects that test and pilot
new approaches to disaster risk reduction with the
potential for state-wide impact; and
Up to $2.5 million for Scale Projects that generate a
new product, technology, platform or approach that can
offer broad and measurable risk reduction outcomes in
NSW.
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$50 million from the Emergency Response Fund for coastal and
estuarine resilience
The Government has allocated another $50 million from the Emergency
Response Fund (ERF) to continue to protect communities from the
effects of natural disaster.
The new Coastal and Estuarine Risk Mitigation Program is aimed at
reducing the often devastating impacts on local communities of natural
disasters and coastal hazards, such as storm surges and coastal
inundation.
$150 million from the allocation that can be drawn down from the ERF
for disaster mitigation and resilience.
Minister for Emergency Management and National Recovery and
Resilience, Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie said the Coastal and
Estuarine Risk Mitigation Program will drive long term resilience by
delivering priority projects that mitigate the impact of disasters on
communities.
“The Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements
highlighted the need to mitigate risks to low lying coastal communities
due to predicted sea level rises and more regular and intense storm
surges.
“The Program will also fund projects that support an integrated approach
to coastal management through planning, such as regional risk
assessments and monitoring of coastal hazards as they change over
time.
“As climate change heightens the risk of such events, we are taking
action to strengthen the resilience of our coastal environments and
reduce the impacts on communities, property owners, local tourism
economies and native species,” Minister Ley said.
The $50 million for the 2022-23 Coastal and Estuarine Risk Mitigation
Program from the EFR is in addition to the $100 million that has already
been committed from the ERF for flood mitigation infrastructure projects
over two years from 2020-21. The second round of the National Flood
Mitigation Infrastructure Program, funded from the ERF, closed to
applications on 4 February 2022.
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Big changes recommended by telecoms review, NFF says Government must act
The NFF is buoyed by the Regional
Telecommunications Independent
Review Committee’s tabled response to
submissions received through the 2021
Regional Telecommunications Review.
“The Review Committee has
demonstrated an in-depth understanding
of the inequalities faced by regional
Australians and highlighted the urgent
need to bridge the connectivity gap,”
NFF Telecommunications Committee
Chair and Roma farmer Peter Thompson
said.
“We welcome the highly practical
recommendations of the Committee,
many picking up on those offered by the
NFF and the Regional, Rural and
Remote Communications Coalition.
“The onus now rests on the Federal
Government to work collaboratively with
network operators to fix the connectivity
drought. In this year’s Federal Budget,
the NFF is calling for no less than a
multibillion dollar funding commitment to
rectify sub-standard regional
telecommunications and connectivity.”
Mr Thompson said far from being a
luxury, mobile phone coverage and
internet connectivity were essentials in
the bush, much like power and water.
“Reliable, affordable telecommunications
is intrinsically linked to business,
lifestyle, education and the health
services of regional Australians – as it is
for urban Australians.

“For agriculture alone, it is estimated the
unlocking of the application of digital
agriculture could boost the value of
agriculture by about 25% ($20.3 billion)
with a cumulative lift to the Australian
economy of $24.6 Billion by 2030.
“However, as it stands, it’s a tale of
missed opportunity, as people in the
bush continue to suffer from a far
inferior level of connectivity compared to
their city counterparts.
“Most Australians wouldn’t know what
it’s like to search for mobile phone
signal, often by scaling a silo or driving
up the closest hill, or the need to wait for
next month’s data to refresh before
downloading a document. But this is the
daily reality for many country
Australians.
Through its consultation process, the
RTIR Committee held 24 virtual
consultations and considered 650
written submissions.
Mr Thompson praised the Committee’s
recommendation for a ‘longer term
approach to regional communications
infrastructure and digital skills’ and
‘Enhanced Connectivity Investments’.
This recommendation is complementary
to the NFF’s call for a dedicated fund to
resource network expansion. The
Committee also recognised the ongoing
need to build connectivity literacy and
capability amongst regional Australians.

The NFF is encouraged by the
recommendation for a substantially
enhanced and sufficiently resourced
Regional Tech Hub actively engaged with
regional and industry stakeholders.
Mr Thompson said a recommendation for
funding for emerging technology trials, was
sensible, given the pace of change.
“Unfortunately, the Black Summer bushfires
and recent flood events, highlighted the
vulnerabilities of regional telecommunications
systems. The Committee has rightly made a
recommendation for a Regional
Telecommunications Resilience Fund to build
the resilience of communication networks
during emergency situations and natural
disasters. The NFF welcomes this.”
Mr Thompson said "The baton is now firmly
in the hands of Regional
Telecommunications Minister, Senator
Bridget McKenzie and her Cabinet
colleagues, to bring these recommendations
to life and give rural and regional
communities some hope that the situation will
change. We shouldn’t have to wait another
three years for yet another review. The time
is now and the community expects action.
“To do this, the Government must commit
serious funding to the implementation of the
RTIRC recommendations.
“Anything less will perpetuate the city-country
communication divide and stifle the future of
regional Australia,” Mr Thompson said.

Bugle Notices
March 16 Service NSW is returning to Braidwood
Service NSW is returning to Braidwood on Wednesday,
16th March 2022 in our Mobile Service Centre.
Please find attached our updated poster for you to
display to inform those in your community that we are
returning. If possible, are you able to advertise our next
visit on your local Facebook page, local newsletter
and/or community notice boards?
A friendly reminder that our dedicated Service NSW
team on board can provide support across a broad range
of services:
Roads & Maritime Services (including licence and
registration renewals and applications).
Processing of NSW Fitness to Drive Medical
Assessments and Mobility Parking Applications.
Processing of RSA and RCG cards.
Undertaking Driver Knowledge Tests.
Births, Deaths and Marriages (including birth,
marriage, death and change of name certificates).
Application and Renewal of Working with Children
Checks on behalf of Office of Children’s Guardian.
Cost of Living appointments to assist with accessing
more than 70 government rebates and savings.
Our Mobile Service Centre is a cashless facility and will
accept payment by credit/debit cards or cheques.
If you require any further information on our service
locations or opening hours, visit service.nsw.gov.au/msc,
contact us on 13 77 88 or reply all to this email.
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Parkour Equipment and Children's
Ninja Warrior Style Playground

After community interest in Ninja Warrior Style
playgrounds and Parkour equipment a few years ago,
QPRC have begun exploring grant opportunities that could
bring these adventure play options to our community.
To improve inclusive play in our region we are exploring a
few different types of playgrounds that support the
‘Everyone Can Play’ guidelines.
The types of playgrounds they are looking into are:
Parkour, Ninja Warrior course for younger kids, BMX
concrete pump track, All abilities outdoor fitness
equipment.
Let QPRC know whether you would like these types of
playgrounds in your community.
In this early consultation stage, QPRC want to hear your
thoughts on these different types of playgrounds. This
information will be used when submitting grant
applications for funding.
GO TO https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/parkour-andninja-style-obstacle-course

Braidwood Bugle
The Albion Cafe is now hiring!

We have positions front and back of house
with flexible daytime hours. Both weekday and
weekend slots available. No experience is
required. If interested email us on
contact@thealbionbraidwood.com.au, call us on
48421422 or drop in and say hi.

Claiming the date!

Nerriga Museum and Craft Centre proudly
presents: THE BOOK LAUNCH AND MARKET
DAY WILL BE ON 16TH APRIL FROM 9AM.,
EASTER SATURDAY.
Fun and games for everyone and 2nd edition
of "On the Wool Road" by Pam Radowitz will
be launched.
All market stalls welcome, site by donation.
Please let us know if you want to set up a stallLeave a message on 4845 9014.
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Bugle Notices
Braidwood Farmers Market
November Febrary 19
Ryrie Park Markets
8am -1pm February 26
Weekly Garage Sale
Braidwood Uniting Church
Wed's 9-3 Cnr Duncan & Monkittee St
Nerriga Produce Market
1st Sunday of the month.
Captains Flat regional Market
10 - 2pm every 2nd Sat of the month
Braidwood Men's Shed meets each
Tuesday and Friday from 9:30 AM.
New members always welcome. For more
info contact Kevin on 0450961039.Enquiries
phone or message 0450961039 or
braidwoodmensshed@gmail.com

2022 Braidwood Show
Saturday 5th March 2022
SHOW Schedule out now

ANGLICAN PARISH OF BRAIDWOOD
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 27th February 2022 11.30am
In St Andrews Church
All Parishioners are welcome to attend
NOTE: Reports please by 13th Feb. Copies
available on 18th Feb 2022
Nominations and Notices of Motion (in writing)
by 5pm 23rd Feb 2022
Nomination forms will be available in St Andrews
foyer after 13th Feb 2022
or phone Helen Small 4842 2423

Braidwood Quilters Inc meet
Wednesday 10.30 to 2.30 at the Quarters at
Scout Halls in Coghill Street.
Movement for Wellbeing class resumes this
Sunday at the Club. 11am to 12 noon. $10. Wear
comfortable clothes. Upper body work and some
travelling steps. Text 0432 687 255 for more info
or just turn up.
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Diacono, Roderic Edward 1947 -2022

Passed away 27th February 2022
aged 72 years.
Survived by his former wife Nuala Diacono.
Much loved father and father-in-law of Allison
and Neil Wildman Ben and Kerri Diacono
Ashley and Maribel Diacono Declan Diacono
Loving Nannu to Luci, Sophie,
Lucia and Carlos.

Majors Creek Progress Assoc
Meeting scheduled for
Sunday 27th February 2022
2 pm at MC Rec Hall

Nutrien Ag Braidwood's Insurance
Broker Donna Sticker will be in
Braidwood for the day on Thursday
17th. Appointments or calls ins are
both welcome.
Palerang United FC
Just a reminder for everyone to register online for
soccer in 2022. Https://tinyurl.com/palerangFC
If you register early you will get a shirt
(personalised with your name if you wish) shorts
and socks. But be quick as we will be ordering very
soon. We will be starting in April but don't leave it
that long as you may miss out. Thanks.
The Queanbeyan Multicultural Festival is on
Sunday 27 February. There are all kinds of
opportunities at the event and our team are
currently looking for more food vendors. Register
your interest and apply through
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Community/Events#
section-4
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club Notice
Until further notice the courtesy bus will be
running Thursday through to Sunday only. From
5pm. We do apologies for any inconvenience.
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Yoga Pose of the Week
with Christina Jagusiak
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Lord Krishna’s pose - Natavarasana
A great pose to strengthen the hip, leg, ankle and foot
muscles. As with all balancing poses it helps to develop
concentration and focus, which in turn calms and balances
the mind.
To practice - Stand with the feet together and the arms
beside the body. Slowly transfer the weight onto the left leg.
Raise the right foot from the floor and bend the knee
slightly. Place the outside of the ankle in front of the left shin,
so that the sole of the right foot is almost vertical to the
floor. Raise both hands to the right and as if playing a flute,
turn the right palm forward and the left palm backward.
Extend the index and little fingers of the hands, and wrap
the thumbs around the curled middle and ring fingers. Turn
the head to the left and gaze softly at a fixed point to
maintain steady balance. Hold the position for as long as
comfortable. To release, lower the hands then the foot and
redistribute the weight evenly. Repeat with the left leg, then
practice up to 3 times on each side.

Braidwood Sport
Braidwood
Golf Club
News

Coming Events

Our Men's Senior Pennant Team started their season on Thursday at
Queanbeyan. The result was a 3-3 draw against Gungahlin Lakes.
Our winners were Keith Morgan, Spiro Agnew & Brendan Booker. A
special welcome to Chris Witt who played his 1st pennant match for
Braidwood and managed to take his match all the way to the 18th.
Results: Saturday February 12
Men’s Single Stableford - Michael Tillman-Ryan Trophy - Many
thanks for your sponsorship Michael
Winner: Andrew Clark 38pts
Runner Up: Keith Morgan 37pts
Ball Comp: Brendan Sly 35pts, Ted Emmett 34pts, Michael
Fitzgerald 34pts, Mark Newman 33pts, John Harb 32pts, Michael
Toirkens 32pts
NTP 6/15: Spiro Agnew
Jackpot 3rd ($90): Not Won
Handicap Changes: Andrew Clark down 1 to 19, Will Sanders out 1
to 16, Spiro Agnew out 1 to 12, Don Burke out 1 to 31
Women’s Single Stableford - Jackie Clark Trophy- Many thanks for
your sponsorship Jackie
Winner: Michelle Henry 36pts
Runner Up: Margy Gardner 35 pts
NTP: Not Won
Ball Comp: Deb Ferguson 34pts, Barb Stuart 29pts
Handicap Changes: Michelle Henry down 1 to 29, Deb Ferguson
down 1 to 20, Virginia Groot Obbink out 1 to 25

SOUTH COAST RUGBY UNION SEASON
2022 HAS COMMENCED
All teams in South Coast Rugby Union advise that
training has commenced for season 2022 and any new
players are most welcome to attend. Bermagui
Cobargo “Sharks”, Broulee “Dolphins”, Batemans Bay
“Boars”, Braidwood “Redbacks” and Milton Ulladulla
“Platypi” all confirm they have commenced training
and they would welcome any new players – full details
of training days and times are available on each Clubs
Facebook page.
This season will give all Clubs the opportunity to play
in either the re-launched South Coast Rugby
competition or the existing South Coast Monaro Rugby
competition. Obviously the local South Coast
competition is more travel friendly for Clubs and is
gaining interest and support from all local Clubs.
Batemans Bay has announced they intend to enter a
team in both competitions should player registrations
allow. Training has started for the Bay Boars and they
would welcome more new faces on Tuesday &
Thursday training sessions. Again full details are
available on their Facebook page.
Peter Ryan, President – South Coast Rugby Union
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February Saturday 19: Committee Meeting 10.30am
Men’s 2BBB Stableford – Tom Duffy Trophy
Women’s 2BBB Stablegford – Hyland Trophy
February Saturday 26: Medley 2BBB – Ted Emmett
Trophy
March Saturday 5: Men’s and Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medals
March Friday 11: Women’s Bronze Shield
March Saturday 12: Men’s Single Stableford – Rodney
Royds Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford –Dojo Bread Trophy Round 2
March Thursday 17: Men’s Senior Pennants at
Braidwood
March Saturday 19: Committee Meeting 10.30am
Men’s Single Stableford - Jim Lindwell Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford - Isobel Mutton Trophy 1st
Round
March Sunday 20: Burns Club
March Saturday 26: 2BBB Medley Stableford
March Saturday 19: Committee Meeting 10.30am
Men’s Single Stableford- Jim Lindwell Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford - Isobel Mutton Trophy 1st
Round
March Sunday 20: Burns Club
March Saturday 26: 2BBB Medley Stableford- P.B.L.
(Bruce) Hovey Trophy

Seed funding for Staying Alive Programs
Southern NSW Local Health District says Seed funding is available for
exercise leaders, recreation facilities and aquatic facilities to establish
new community based physical activity programs for older adults in
NSW through the Staying Active Program.
The Staying Active program aims to increase opportunities for physical
activity among adults aged 50 years and over through the
establishment of water and land-based exercise classes. The program
provides physical activity leaders and organisations with seed funding
to assist them in the establishment and development of two new
sustainable and accessible exercise classes.
Each successful applicant will establish two new weekly exercise
classes. These can be water based or land based or a combination of
the two. These classes must be tailored to adults aged 50 years and
over. Classes will commence the week starting 2 May 2022 and must
be sustainable beyond the 12 month funding period.
The Staying Active program is funded by NSW Health and delivered in
collaboration with Vitality Club.
For funding guidelines, and to apply, visit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGQBHVY
Applications close 6 March 2022.
Please contact Southern's Population Health team at SNSWLHDHealthPromotion@health.nsw.gov.au for further information.
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Country horses set for Royal Randwick

Great weekend for the Luke Clarke team with Testator Silens
taking out the Country Championships at Nowra on Sunday.
Ridden again by top jockey Jean Van Overmeire. Testator Silens
has now won five races on the trot, including two Highways in
Sydney.
It is interesting to note that before Luke took him on, two well
known trainers had tried to win with him, but couldn't. Once
getting to Reidsdale he has gone ahead in leaps and bounds. He
has won races in Moruya, Bega, Sydney and Wagga over
distances from 1000 metres to 1400 metres.
He is now at $8.00 to take out the Country Championship at
Randwick in a few weeks time.
Luke also saddled Moore Euro on Sunday in Race One. He
came on well to run second to Fangelo, who notched up another
win for his very enthusiastic owners.
Aaron Clarke took Brainzes to Randwick on Saturday, but had no
luck, running sixth. in a top field.
Until next time.
Happy Punting.

Country horses, trainers and owners have a direct line to
Royal Randwick thanks to Racing NSW and the 2022
Newhaven Park Country Championships which will see the
best county horses showcased on the big stage at Day 1 of
the Championships.
Minister for Racing Kevin Anderson said the Country
Championships will see eight races, each held in a different
part of the state with the horse finishing first and second in
each race qualifying for the final.
“Thoroughbred racing is such an important part of life for
many people living in regional communities whether that be
for a day out with friends and family or if you are one of the
14,000 people who are employed by the industry,” Mr
Anderson said.
“I commend Racing NSW for the work that they continue to do
engaging with regional horses, with events like the Country
Championships and the Kosciuszko being very well received
by country trainers.
“The Country Championships have been operating since 2015
and I congratulate everyone involved in this significant event
for keeping it going. The Country Champs gives back to those
regional people who dedicate their lives to racing and I look
forward to seeing the best in country racing on Day 1 of The
Championships at Royal Randwick on April 2.”

