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Braidwood SES Life Membership for Webster

NSW SES South Eastern Zone commander Colin Malone, Bill Webster ESM, Matthew Talbot, Harley Jack and Deputy Zone Commander Matt Price.

The NSW SES Braidwood Unit Awards Night last week made a
special presentation of a life member award to Bill Webster.
Life Member NSW SES William (Bill) Webster ESM has served
the SES for 49.5 years with many more to go. Bill was also
awarded NSW SES - Braidwood Unit Member of the Year.
Other awards were:
Braidwood unit Most Call outs Matthew Talbott
Braidwood unit Most improved training Matthew Talbott
Braidwood unit Best What the moment Harley Jack
Bill Webster was thanked by our NSW SES South Eastern
Zone commander Colin Malone Deputy Zone Commander Matt
Price and Cluster Commander Rob Cunneen and members of
the unit.

INSIDE
THIS
WEEK

Bill Webster joined the NSW SES Hills Unit in October 1972. He was
a valuable member of the Unit till 2001 and was operator in several
field disciplines. Bill then joined HQ till 2009 where he worked on
improving training by writing many of the original training manuals
with the NSW SES and many other jobs. He then joined The Blue
mountains unit in 2009 till 2019 where he transferred to Braidwood
unit. Bill is a recipient of NSW SES 5, 10, 15, 20, 25,30, 35, 40,and
45 Year Long Service Awards and the State Medal for the
Hunter/Sydney Northern Storms. National Medal with 3 clasps, Bill
Was honoured with the Emergency Services Medal in 2008, Bill also
has a unit citation and bush fire citation and cyclone Yasi citation Bill
will be moving to Mudgee where he will continue his long and
distinguished service within the SES. More page 2

The Year My Voice Broke on stage
CWA of NSW conference calls for urgent action
Simple cash splash won't fix rural health
Felicity Urquhart & Josh Cunningham in concert this Friday
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How to vote for a liveable future

The climate scientists have been very clear. The next couple
of years are our last chance to avoid severe global warming.
The recent drought, fires and floods are only a small foretaste
of what our children may well have to deal with. Check out
this video if you want some glimpses:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsaKVtUzeuY .
The scientists have also been very clear about what we must
do. First, no new fossil fuel extraction projects. Second, end
all subsidies of fossil fuels (currently over $10 billion per year
just in Australia - that’s your money being used to promote
the apocalypse). Third, phase out fossil fuel burning as fast
as possible, by around 2035.
If we don’t do these things, then the unemployment rate,
interest rates and so on are all moot. Our economy and
society will be fragmenting and declining.
The Coalition is doing everything it can to obstruct the
transition away from fossil fuels, consistent with it being
funded by and effectively captured by the fossil fuel industry,
among others. It then tries to claim credit for what the States
and individuals have been doing. It will bring on the
apocalypse.
Labor has some good proposals to promote clean energy,
but it also will continue subsidies, approve big new fossil fuel
projects, like fracking the NT, and promote large fossil fuel
exports, thus helping to keep the world addicted. It will delay
the apocalypse by a few years.
The Greens policies get close to what is needed, and most of
the Teal independents say they want to do what is needed.
Here in Eden-Monaro we don’t have a Teal candidate. We do
have Sustainable Australia and the Greens. If you care about
a future, vote for them above the others. Then be sure to put
Labor ahead of Liberal as you work through the rest.
Some might say the Greens or Sustainable Australia can’t
form government so your vote is wasted, but with preferential
voting your vote is never wasted: you can still preference
Labor ahead of the Coalition. If, say, Greens and SA got 1520% of first preferences between them it would send the very
clear message that climate is important. Their preferences
would also have a big influence on who does get elected.
Some might say that Kristy McBain is a good person who
can direct government benefits to us. But Labor’s climate
proposals are still quite inadequate and she won’t change
that. Besides, Labor, and Kristy, have voted to reduce taxes
on the rich, allow larger donations from developers and a lot
of other dodgy policies with which the Coalition has tried to
wedge them. She may be a good person but she keeps bad
company.
Some might say the Greens are wild extremists, but that is
Murdoch propaganda. You might be surprised to learn their
policies are nearer to what Menzies presided over than either
Labor’s or the Coalition’s, which are both well to the right of
Menzies.
Some might say the Greens and Teals can’t accomplish
much, but they are likely to be quite influential. If neither ALP
nor LNP gets a majority (a ‘hung parliament’) they will be very
influential. That outcome is our best hope for a liveable future.
Dr. Geoff Davies is a retired Earth scientist living in
Braidwood.

> Continued from page 1. Bill Webster received congratulations
emails from Kristy McBain and Steph Cooke MP on his award and
service to the NSW SES.
The unit has since farewelled Bill Webster, who is staying in the
SES but moving to NSW SES - Mudgee Unit to be closer to family.
“We wish all the best in his new unit and wish him the best for his
change of pace in Mudgee” said Unit Commander Mathew Talbot.
Wednesday 18 May 2022 is Wear Orange Wednesday or 'WOW Day'. On
this day we encourage communities across Australia to wear orange and
thank all SES volunteers who generously give their time to help
communities during flood and storm emergencies.
Learn more https://bit.ly/33chYq9

Braidwood Museum New Exhibition

The Braidwood & District Historical
Society wish to invite you to our opening
of a new exhibition.
'The Generations of Braidwood
Fire Fighters'
will be opened by
Mr. Steven Hockey on
28th May at 2.30pm
in the upstairs hall at the Museum.
All welcome!
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The Year My Voice Broke on stage
Haddie Davies is directing a production of The Year My Voice Broke,
that she has adapted from the film script for the Sydney University
Dramatic Society.
Haddie says 'This is a play truly dear to my heart. I grew up watching
the film, shot in my very home-town, and it left a lasting impression
both in its aesthetic and its narrative. It has been a delight to bring this
world to realisation in a theatrical setting, informed by my own very
personal connection to the script, and also the connections each cast
and crew member have found within it.'
The play was due to run from the 4th to the 14th of May but one of the
main actors getting COVID has meant a rescheduling to the 11th to
the 21st of May.
Haddie and the producer Alice Stafford are exploring the possibility of
bringing the production to Braidwood at some stage during the winter.
SUDS Presents: The Year My Voice Broke By John Duigan
11th-21st May The Cellar Theatre
Directed by Haddie Davies Produced by Alice Stafford
TICKETS: https://bit.ly/3LjgsXw

Senior Constable Mark Dawes retires after 35 years in the Force

Senior Constable Mark Dawes.
Picture and words. South Coast Police District FB

Batemans Bay Police Station has farewelled Braidwood resident Senior
Constable Mark Dawes, who has served his last day after almost 35 years.
It was a lifetime ambition for him to join the NSW Police Force to help the
community, and in 1988, he did just that, spending almost 30 years of his
career in Batemans Bay.
S/Cst Dawes made the move to Highway Patrol in 1997, where he saw out
the rest of his career.
During that time, he has amassed 25 complimentary remarks over his threeand-a-half decades on the beat, including the Commissioner’s
Commendation for courage shown during a siege at Mogo in the 1990s,
where he was shot at.
S/Cst Dawes has also received Commander’s Commendations for
exemplary driving and professionalism.
Commander of Traffic South, Superintendent Joe Thone, described S/Cst
Dawes as a mentor for those joining the force.
“He was a founding member of the Batemans Bay Highway Patrol who
really made his mark here in Batemans Bay and on the South Coast,” Supt
Thone said.
“There are so many highlights…where do I begin? It has been a fun time; I
have had a great time and looking forward to my next chapter,” Sen Const
Dawes said. “What I’ll miss the most is the comradery.”
The father of two now plans on hitting the road and seeing more of what
Australia has to offer – with the Kimberleys first on the list.
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CWA of NSW conference calls for urgent action on health care,
farmland protection and housing security
The Country Women’s Association (CWA) of NSW is
calling for greater financial protection for landholders from
mining exploration, urgent action on the quality of health
services for rural and regional communities and an increased
supply of social and affordable housing for older women in
both metropolitan and regional areas of NSW.
The issues are among more than 30 motions – including
three motions of urgency - being discussed and debated at
this year’s CWA of NSW state conference in Sydney, with
successful motions to spearhead the association’s advocacy
efforts over the next 12 months.
A call for a ban on political donations from fossil fuel
companies, Country of Origin labelling laws, the need for
more women’s refuges, improved monitoring of river heights
in flood-prone areas, and the need for more school
counsellors were also on the agenda.
Successful motions include:
•
That the CWA of NSW demand that the state and
federal governments take immediate action on the current
crisis in the provision of primary medical services in rural
NSW (motion of urgency) - Inverell Sunrise branch;
•
Calling for the NSW Government to rescind its
decision to grant an extension to three Petroleum Exploration
Licences (PEL) on the Liverpool Plains and for an overhaul of
the Petroleum Act to remove the conditions that enable the
existence of ‘zombie’ PELs (motion of urgency – carried
unanimously) – State Executive;
•
Opposition to any increase in the annual and ongoing
financial burden on farm businesses through a proposed new
State Property Tax on farmland (motion of urgency) – State
Executive;
•
Advocating for the implementation of legislation to
ban fossil fuel companies from making political donations –
Tambar Springs branch;
•
Advocacy for increase financial protection for
landholders dealing with mining exploration, including
increasing the minimum-security deposit paid by companies
for exploration and creation of a security deposit system to
cover landholder costs in mediation and arbitration – White
Cliffs branch;
•
Greater support for sufferers of endometriosis around
diagnosis and treatment costs – Terrigal Evening branch;
•
Advocacy around cut flowers being included in
relevant Country of Origin Labelling laws – Bundarra branch;
•
The need for adequate rainfall and river heights data
to be available to communities along flood-prone river
systems – Bonshaw branch;

•
Advocacy for the mandatory establishment of
specialist domestic violence operative teams in all police area
districts – Jervis Bay Day branch;
•
An increased supply of affordable housing,
specifically targeting older women, in both city and country
areas of NSW – Woy Woy branch;
•
Support for Transplant Australia’s program to
encourage live kidney donations – Berry branch;
•
Increased funding to establish and operate women’s
refuges, particularly in rural areas – Exeter branch;
•
Advocating for improved obstetric services and care
in rural and remote areas of NSW – Coonamble Evening
branch; and
•
More counsellors and psychologists in the state’s
schools – Wagga Wagga Evening branch
“The diversity in our motions this year – and every year –
reflects the diversity in our membership and the concerns of
the communities they represent,” said outgoing state
president Stephanie Stanhope.
“Access to and quality of health services in rural and regional
NSW remains a real concern for our association and is
reflected in the fact numerous motions around the issue –
including a motion of urgency where we are demanding
action on health care equality – were put to the conference
and enthusiastically-endorsed by delegates.
“The inadequacy of government regulation around mining
exploration on our prime agricultural land and the lack of
adequate protections for landholders is unfortunately still a
major issue and members continue to call for a fairer and
more common-sense approach to some of our nation’s most
valuable agricultural land.
“The NSW Government’s refusal to act on damaging
‘zombie’ PELs in farming communities and the need for
greater financial protection for landholders who must endure
long-term mining exploration on their properties has been
highlighted by several motions, and we will also be calling for
a ban on political donations from fossil fuel companies. Rural
communities deserve transparency on this sensitive issue
and need to know external sources are not unduly influencing
the political process when it comes to mining approvals.
“The motions endorsed at this year’s conference will now be
taken forward and form the basis of our lobbying efforts for
the next 12 months, supported by the strength of more than
8000 voices who not only expect, but demand, better
outcomes for regional NSW communities.”
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Ordinary Meeting of Council
AGENDA 11 May 2022 Commencing at 5.30pm

Council Chambers 253 Crawford St Queanbeyan
Despite the easing of COVID restrictions, it should be noted that
there is a limited number of public gallery seats available in the
Chambers. Presentations can be made in writing or via Zoom. A
live stream of the meeting can be viewed at:
http://webcast.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
1 OPENING
2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF
ABSENCE BY COUNCILLORS
4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
4.1 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 27 April
2022 5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS
6 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC FORUM
7 MAYORAL MINUTE
8 NOTICES OF MOTIONS OF RESCISSION
9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL - ITEMS FOR DETERMINATION
9.1 Road Naming Proposal - Jumping Creek – Greenleigh
9.2 Road Naming Proposal - Stage 1 Elm Grove Estate –
Bungendore
9.3 Road Naming Proposal - Blacksmiths Lane - Queanbeyan
9.4 Opportunity to Participate in a Shared Scheme E-scooter
Trial
9.5 Establishment of a Section 355 Committee for Mongarlowe
Community Hall
9.6 Application for a QPRC Cultural Grant 2021/22
9.7 QPRC Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2022 – 2026
9.8 QPRC Community Strategic Plan
9.9 Rescinding of Former Palerang Council and Queanbeyan
City Council Policies 25
9.10 QPRC Internal Audit Charter
10 REPORTS TO COUNCIL - ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
10.1 Affordable Housing Strategy for QPRC
10.2 Exclusion of Item of Business from 28 April 2022 Council
Meeting
10.3 Councillor Workshops
11 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 12 NOTICES OF MOTIONS
12.1 Bungendore High School Precinct
13 REPORTS TO COUNCIL - DELEGATES REPORTS 14
QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE
15 NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DEAL WITH MATTERS IN
CLOSED SESSION 38 Confidential - Not for Publication 16
REPORTS FOR CLOSED SESSION
16.1 Bungendore Office and Property Development
Item 16.1 is confidential in accordance with s10(A) (g) of the
Local Government Act 1993 because it contains advice
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be
privileged from production in legal proceedings on the ground of
legal professional privilege and discussion of the matter in an
open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public
interest.
17 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING
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Community Meeting - Braidwood

Thursday, 12 May 2022
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
You are invited to attend the community meeting in
Braidwood.
A brief 15-minute opening presentation will be followed by a
longer opportunity to discuss matters with Council staff in
small groups or as individuals. You can register topics of
interest that you would like to discuss via the form below.
The meeting will conclude with a final general Q&A session
with the whole group.
Agenda
1. Welcome from the Mayor
2. Introduction of new CEO
3. Outline of how meeting will run
4. Brief presentation on integrated planning reports Community Strategic Plan, Delivery Program,
Operational Plan, Revenue Policy and Fees and
Charges
5. Breakout session for individual/small group discussion
with staff
6. General Q&A session

Free program accelerates digital skills
The NSW Government is launching a Digital Skills Accelerator
for Tourism program to help NSW tourism businesses
transform their online marketing. Destination NSW has
partnered with digital consultancy Tourism Tribe to offer the
free program to accommodation providers, tour companies
and visitor attractions.
Minister for Enterprise, Investment and Trade, Tourism and
Sport and Western Sydney Stuart Ayres said the program
would provide customised digital health checks to ensure
businesses optimise their websites, improve their online
listings and grow their Facebook and Instagram channels.
“Digital innovation is crucial to success in the contemporary
tourism landscape. Helping businesses in the visitor economy
to improve their digital competency is a key pillar of the NSW
Government’s Visitor Economy Strategy 2030, which aims to
make NSW the premier visitor economy of the Asia Pacific.”
In addition to a customised digital health check report,
successful applicants will also receive two, one-hour
consultation sessions with a digital advisor and access to a
course library to help improve their knowledge and digital
skills.
The program complements NSW First Program content, which
includes ‘how to’ guides, resources and on-demand webinars
for tourism businesses.
The Digital Skills Accelerator for Tourism program will be open
to 150 tourism businesses in NSW.
To review eligibility criteria and apply, visit:
www.tourismtribe.com/programs/dnsw2022/
Learn more about Destination NSW’s NSW First Program
here: https://www.destinationnsw.com.au/tourism/businessdevelopment-resources/nsw-first-workshops-program
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NSW Government welcomes
review’s report on grant
administration
NSW Premier Dominic Perrottet has
welcomed the Report on the Review
of Grants Administration in NSW,
which has made 19 recommendations
for achieving best practice grants
administration.
The review, led by the Department of
Premier and Cabinet in partnership
with the Productivity Commissioner,
Mr Peter Achterstraat AM, was tasked
with reviewing the administration of
NSW Government grants to ensure
that grants deliver value for public
money, are robust in their planning
and design, deliver a high-quality
customer experience, and adopt key
principles of transparency,
accountability and probity.
Premier Dominic Perrottet said the
NSW Government welcomed the
report and thanked the Department of
Premier and Cabinet and Mr
Achterstraat for their important work.
“Grants are a significant part of the
way the Government supports
communities and individuals – from
COVID responses, to sports fields, to
flood recovery, to small business
assistance – it is an important way we
work to deliver outcomes for the
people of NSW,” Mr Perrottet said.
“But all grants are ultimately funded by
public money, and so it’s critical we
also make sure they are administered
fairly, effectively and transparently.”
The review makes 19
recommendations designed to
improve the administration and
assessment of government grants.
The NSW Government is carefully
considering the recommendations and
will respond in the coming weeks.
The Report recommendations are
outlined in full at
https://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/publicatio
ns/reviews/review-of-grantsadministration-in-nsw/.
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Zero Barriers Business Excellence Awards

Nominations are now open for the Zero Barriers Business Excellence Awards
2022. These awards recognise businesses and services that have made an
exceptional commitment to be more accessible and inclusive of their whole
community. The Multicultural Network will be holding these awards in
partnership with 5 councils including Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council.
NSW business or service winners will be chosen for the categories of Service
and Social Access and Inclusion, Physical Access and Communication and
Marketing. NDIS provider or government run facilities are ineligible for these
awards.
This year, the Awards will be held in the Cumberland City Council local
government area.
The awards are open to all businesses and services in NSW who have joined
Zero Barriers. All nominated businesses participating in this initiative will be
awarded the Zero Barriers Nomination Certificate.
If you would like to nominate your business or know of a business or service in
the community who you believe have provided exceptional inclusive service to
their customers and client, make sure you send your nominations by 5pm
Friday 6th May 2022.
Nomination forms can be found on the Zero Barrier website at
www.zerobarriers.net.au

Skilling the workforce of the future

More than 1,000 high school students are honing their skills in new and
emerging industries as part of a new program developed to help them kickstart
their career.
Minister for Education and Early Learning Sarah Mitchell said close to 250
schools are taking part in the TAFE NSW Schools Launchpad program, which
offers 20 innovative virtual courses to Year 11 and 12 students across the
state.
“Through a combination of teacher-led virtual classrooms, workshops and
work placements, students will be at the forefront of booming global
industries,” Ms Mitchell said.
Some of the courses available under the program include big data, cloud
computing, web design and development, social media, cyber security,
robotics, game design and conservation management.
Minister for Skills and Training Alister Henskens said the exciting new course
offerings will give students the opportunity to build strong foundations for the
future.
“The skills offered in the courses will provide students with a technology
vocabulary for future-focused jobs and our economy, with an agile workforce
and pipeline of skilled workers,” Mr Henskens said.
“This program will give high school students unique opportunities to learn
about the most innovative and cutting-edge technologies that are shaping the
jobs of tomorrow.”
Granville Boys High School Principal Noel Dixon said 14 students at his
school are studying robotics as part of the program, which will contribute to
their HSC and ATAR, while gaining a vocational education and training
qualification.
“These students have a passion for robotics and have studied iStem Robotics
as Year 9 and 10 elective subjects, and this course will enable them to
continue that work and learn more,” Mr Dixon said.
More information about the Schools Launchpad program is available online.
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Reconnecting Regional NSW - Community Events Program
The Department of Regional NSW has opened the ‘Reconnecting Regional NSW
– Community Events Program’. QPRC are seeking expressions of interest from
community groups and events coordinators.
The NSW Government’s Reconnecting Regional NSW – Community Events
Program is supporting community events, shows and festivals to boost tourism. A
wide range of events, markets and celebrations are eligible for funding.
To be eligible, events must be:
open to all members of the public
free to attend (or a very small fee)
designed to reconnect communities
held before 31 March 2023
The aim of the program is to promote economic and social recovery across
regional NSW by supporting local councils to deliver community events and
festivals. These should provide immediate positive outcomes for the
Queanbeyan-Palerang community. The program seeks applications for events
that can:
help communities reconnect and rebuild local community cohesion
provide economic stimulus by supporting local business especially in the
events, hospitality, and accommodation sectors.
The NSW Government have provided an allocation to apply for funding for
events. QPRC are seeking EOIs from community groups and event organisers
who wish to gain funding to support costs for conducting eligible events. The EOI
process will be competitive. Projects will be selected which most closely align
with the aims and eligibility criteria of the funding program. These will be included
in our funding application.
Funding can be sought for: new events, improving existing events by enlarging
the event or making it more accessible.
Applicants should download and read the Grant Program Guidelines prior to
submitting an EOI.
EOIs to Council close on Monday 23 May 2022, 11.59pm. For more information
on eligibility and to apply head to bit.ly/QPRC-Grants8

Use your Dine & Discover NSW
Vouchers by 30 June
The NSW Government launched
Dine & Discover NSW to
encourage the community to get
out and about and support dining,
arts and recreation businesses.
NSW residents aged 18 and over
can apply for 6 x $25 vouchers,
worth $150 in total.
3 x $25 Dine NSW Vouchers
to be used for dining in at
restaurants, cafés, bars,
wineries, pubs and clubs or for
takeaway meals.
3 x $25 Discover NSW
Vouchers to be used for
entertainment and recreation,
including cultural institutions,
live music, and arts venues.
The vouchers can be used :
7 days a week, including
public holidays
at participating NSW
businesses
until 30 June 2022.
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NSW government must respond to its neglect of the bush
The NSW Nurses and Midwives’
Association (NSWNMA) has urged the
NSW government to not delay adopting the
recommendations of a public inquiry into
rural, regional and remote health services,
and called for the allocation of extra nurses
and midwives to be fast-tracked.
Responding to today’s release of the upper
house Health committee’s final report,
NSWNMA General Secretary, Brett Holmes,
said the findings were a shocking indictment
of the NSW government’s failure to address
systemic issues that had continued largely
unabated.
“On behalf of our members, we certainly
want the NSW government to act and repair
the holes in health service delivery across
all rural and regional areas. A fundamental
part of that is addressing the clinical
workforce issues,” said Mr Holmes.
“As this inquiry uncovered, there’s a myriad
of short staffing concerns in regional health
settings, which has put unrelenting pressure
on nurses and midwives during every shift.
The circumstances they face while trying to
deliver acute care is unreasonable and, on
many occasions, unsafe.
“While we welcome the committee’s
recommendation for a workforce review, the
urgent implementation of safe staffing ratios
is paramount and would help to address
these issues.
“For years we’ve called for minimum nurseto-patient ratios across all public hospitals
to improve safety and promote better
patient outcomes. Yet the NSW government
has ignored the evidence that safe staffing
ratios save lives and save money.”
Assistant General Secretary, Shaye
Candish, said access to adequate health
care was a basic right and shouldn’t be
compromised by governments.
“Regional communities deserve access to
the best health care possible regardless of
where people choose to live. The NSW
government must acknowledge it has a duty
to deliver safe care for rural and regional
patients,” said Ms Candish.
“Nursing and midwifery understaffing in
rural and regional health must change. The
poor skills mix issues must change. The
lack of enough clinical nurse and midwifery
educators to provide supervision and
mentoring must change.
“The goodwill of nurses and midwives to
continue working understaffed and keep the
doors of their rural and regional hospitals
open must stop being exploited. It’s not safe
for our members, it’s not safe for our
communities.
“We need meaningful change to attract and
retain nurses and midwives in our regional
health settings and we need the NSW
government to stop neglecting the bush.”
Right now, rural hospitals are decreasing
their emergency services due to an
absence of qualified and experienced
nurses.
The NSW government could act today by
introducing statewide nurse-to-patient ratios
on every shift, including a minimum of at
least three nurses in every rural and remote
facility, two of whom must be registered
nurses with emergency care qualifications.
If the NSW government fails to do this,
services will remain at risk.

Inquiry recommendations specific to
nursing and midwifery:
Recommendation 11
That NSW Health work with the
Australian Government collaboratively
to immediately invest in the
development and implementation of a
10-Year Rural and Remote Medical and
Health Workforce Recruitment and
Retention Strategy. This should be done
in consultation with rural, regional and
remote local government, schools,
community services, human services,
unions, professional organisations,
general practice, pharmacists and
community organisations. It should set
out a clear strategy for how NSW Health
will work to strengthen and fund the
sustainability and growth of rural,
regional and remote health services in
each town including quantifiable targets
for tangible improvement in communitylevel health outcomes, medical and
health workforce growth, community
satisfaction, and provider coordination
and sustainability. It must also address
hospital and general practice workforce
shortages including General
Practitioner, nurses and midwives,
nurse practitioners, mental health
nurses, psychologists, psychiatrists,
counsellors, social workers,
paramedics, allied health practitioners
and Rural Generalists.
Recommendation 16
That NSW Health expedite its review of
the nursing and midwifery workforce
with a view to urgently increasing nurse
and midwifery staffing numbers based
on local need across rural, regional and
remote New South Wales. The outcome
should ensure there are staffing levels
that enable optimal patient care and for
that care to be delivered in a
professionally, physically and
psychologically safe environment. NSW
Health should publicly report on an
annual basis its performance in meeting
this outcome.
Recommendation 17
That NSW Health work to widely
implement the Nurse Practitioner model
of care in rural, regional and remote
New South Wales, by:
· funding the recruitment and training of
additional Nurse Practitioners to work in
rural, regional and remote areas,
particularly in facilities without 24/7
doctor coverage, or that utilise virtual
medical coverage
· working with the Australian
Government to address the practical
barriers to creating and supporting
these roles identified by the Australian
College of Nurse Practitioners.
Recommendation 18
That in addition to peer group B
hospitals, NSW Health employ a
geriatric nurse in all peer group C
hospitals. Where a geriatric nurse is not
employed, NSW Health develop and
provide staff members with annual
training in geriatric care to ensure an
ageing population is given the best
health care when visiting a health care
facility.

Recommendation 19
That the rural and regional Local Health
Districts:
· formalise and remunerate on call
arrangements for nurses and midwives
across all public health facilities in
accordance with industrial awards
· engage with the emergency departments in
their area to develop agreed plans to address
security issues with timeframes and regular
progress reporting
· increase and formalise professional
development opportunities for nurses and
midwives, ensuring that rostering accounts for
this.
Recommendation 20
That NSW Health, as part of its review of the
nursing and midwifery workforce:
· develop stronger partnerships with the
university sector to more proactively engage
local people and support them through rurally
and regionally based education, training and
professional development to become qualified
nurses and midwives
· develop partnerships between rural, regional
and metropolitan Local Health Districts to
devise programs for nurses and midwives
who are either early career, specialised or are
experienced to practice in rural and remote
locations
· implement professional, financial and career
enhancement incentives for nurses and
midwives who work in rural and remote
locations.
Recommendation 26
That the NSW Government implement the
midwifery continuity of care model throughout
rural, regional and remote New South Wales.
Recommendation 27
That the rural and regional Local Health
Districts, and those metropolitan Local Health
Districts that take in regional areas of the
state, review their maternity services in order
to develop plans for midwifery, GP Obstetrics,
specialist Obstetrics and newborn services.
Recommendation 30
That NSW Health:
· commit to providing continuity of quality care
with the aim of a regular on-site doctor in
rural, regional and remote communities
· commit to a model of care under which
virtual care technology is used to supplement,
rather than replace, face-to-face services
· where virtual models of medical care are
operating, roster additional suitably trained
nursing staff to assist in the provision of the
physical care usually attended to by the
medical officer
· provide staff members with training on how
to effectively use telehealth and other virtual
models of care
· create a public information campaign
specifically targeted to rural, regional and
remote communities in order to assist patients
to effectively engage with virtual care,
including factsheets and checklists to set
expectations and support positive interactions
· ensure that the use of virtual care, if
required, is undertaken in consultation with
community members, health providers and
local governments in rural, regional and
remote areas
·investigate telehealth cancer care models to
improve access to cancer treatment and care
including the Australasian Tele-trial model to
boost clinical trial participation in regional
areas.
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Investing more in renewables will create additional jobs and reduce cost of living pressures
Currently in NSW about two-thirds of our electricity comes from coal
power stations. In the last 12 months the wholesale price of electricity
has increased by 141% due to big increases in the internationally set
price of coal. This increase in the wholesale price will result in increases
in the price consumers pay for electricity. We could see price increases
of up to 20% in 2022. (AEMO 29 April 2022).
SHASA President Kathryn Maxwell said “as long as our electricity
system remains reliant on fossil fuels, we will continue to be vulnerable
to price shocks in coal and gas”.
Government policies that support the shift to solar, wind, pumped hydro
and batteries will result in:
· Lower electricity bills
· Lower carbon emissions
· Lots more jobs (see ACF chart for details)
“The South East Climate Alliance has analysed the policies of Labor, the
Liberals and Greens on renewables and jobs. SECA asks that voters
consider climate action policies in their deliberations before voting”, said
Kathryn Maxwell.

Southcoast Health and Sustainability Alliance (SHASA) is a member of
South East Climate Alliance - SECA represents 13 local community
groups from South East NSW.
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2622 Cases of Covid since Omicron wave began
https://covid19nsw.ethan.link/postcode/2622

PREPARE FOR FLU SEASON BY GETTING VACCINATED
Seniors across NSW are being encouraged to protect
themselves against the flu by getting vaccinated.
Minister for Seniors Mark Coure said people aged 65 and over
can book in a free flu shot at pharmacies and GPs.
“Getting the flu vaccine reduces your risk of getting the flu by up
to 60 per cent and most importantly it provides vital protection
against severe illness and death,” Mr Coure said.
“This is especially important for those who are
immunocompromised or living in close proximity to someone
who is susceptible to serious illness from influenza.”
“The flu shot and COVID-19 booster can be given at the same
time, so if you are yet to get either, make sure to book in today.”
People aged 65 and over are recommended to have the
enhanced quadrivalent vaccine (Fluad® Quad), which
stimulates a greater immune response in this age group, known
to have a weaker response to vaccination.

Telestroke service to support
Goulburn Base Hospital patients

Stroke patients in the Goulburn area are among the latest to
benefit from 24/7 access to an innovative new virtual care service
as part of a $21.7 million initiative being rolled out across NSW.
Since launching in March 2020, the NSW Telestroke Service has
given more than 2,000 regional and rural residents increased
access to life-saving stroke diagnosis and treatment. It does this
by connecting local doctors to specialist stroke physicians via
video consultation in the Emergency Department.
“This crucial service will provide Goulburn region residents with
rapid diagnosis and treatment from the state’s expert clinicians,”
Brian Bonham, Southern NSW Local Health District Tablelands
Network General Manager, said.
“Telestroke helps Goulburn Base Hospital doctors to decide the
most appropriate treatment option for each patient. These
options include urgent treatment to dissolve a clot locally, or
urgent transfer to a specialised stroke centre for more complex
treatment where appropriate.”
Every year, around 19,000 residents in NSW have a stroke and
more than a third of people hospitalised for stroke in NSW are
from regional, remote or rural areas.
At Goulburn Base Hospital from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021, 58
stroke patients were admitted to hospital. “Stroke is a time-critical
medical emergency that can kill up to 1.9 million brain cells per
minute,” Mr Bonham said.
“It is also really important that people learn to recognise stroke
symptoms and call an ambulance immediately, to give stroke
sufferers the best chance of a successful outcome.”
The F.A.S.T test is an easy way to spot the signs of stroke.
FAST stands for: ·
Face - Has their mouth drooped? ·
Arms - Can the person lift both arms? ·
Speech - Is the person’s speech slurred? Do they understand
you? ·
Time - Is critical.
If you see any of these signs call 000 straight away.
Implementation of the NSW Telestroke Service is a collaboration
between the Prince of Wales Hospital, eHealth NSW, Agency for
Clinical Innovation and the Ministry of Health.
Set to expand to up sites across NSW by June 2022, the NSW
Telestroke Service is a $21.7 million NSW Government election
commitment announced in March 2019 and jointly funded by the
NSW and Commonwealth Governments

Those considered to be at higher risk of severe illness from
influenza are eligible for a free flu vaccine under the National
Immunisation Program and include:
· People aged 65 and over
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from six months
of age
· Children from six months to under five years of age
· People with serious health conditions (including severe
asthma, diabetes, cancer, immune disorders, obesity, kidney,
heart, lung or liver disease)
· Pregnant women
When people book they should ask their pharmacist or GP
which vaccine is right for them. For more information visit
www.nsw.gov.au/flu
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$20 MILLION IN ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING
GRANTS TO DRIVE REGIONAL TOURISM
Up to 3500 electric vehicle (EV) chargers will be
rolled out across regional NSW, with the NSW
Government offering $20 million in grants to
establish Australia’s largest destination charging
network.
Treasurer and Minister for Energy Matt Kean said
the co-funded grants, ranging from $2000 to $40,000
per site for EV chargers across regional NSW, would
boost regional tourism and were part of a $171
million investment in EV charging over the next four
years.
“EVs are growing in popularity and this will help
ensure our regional areas have the charging stations
needed to welcome EV-driving visitors,” Mr Kean
said.
The EV destination charging grants will be offered on
a co-funded basis for the purchase and installation of
electric vehicle (EV) chargers in regional areas,
which can provide a top-up of up to 130km of range
in an hour.
A range of destinations across regional NSW can
apply for the grants, including motels, wineries,
cafes, restaurants, natural attractions, visitor
information centres, museums and zoos.
Minister for Regional Transport and Roads Sam
Farraway said a series of EV tourist drives would
also be developed across the state to promote EV
travel across regional NSW, following the rollout of
the EV chargers.
“This will grow local economies and support small
businesses in areas impacted by Covid, bushfires
and floods,” Mr Farraway said.
The NSW Electric Vehicle Strategy aims to increase
EV sales to 52 per cent of all new car sales by 203031, and the vast majority by 2035.
Funding under the strategy also includes a $131
million investment for ultra-fast charging
infrastructure and a $20 million investment in EV
charging in commuter car parks, creating a world
class charging network across the state.
The EV destination charging grants can be used for
the purchase and installation of select electric
vehicle (EV) chargers as well as software to tap into
the smart capabilities of each charger. This includes:
· 75 per cent towards buying up to four alternating
current (AC) destination chargers per site location
· 75 per cent towards charger installation (capped at
$1000 per charger)
· 50 per cent towards a two-year charger software
subscription
Eligible destinations can apply for the grants online
here.
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Simple cash splash won't fix rural health
NSW Farmers has welcomed a renewed political focus on rural health
this week, but warned all levels of government real reform required more
than a simple cash splash.
NSW Farmers member and retired paediatric occupational therapist
Sarah Thompson said people outside of the major cities had long
experienced inferior health and hospital services, a fact confirmed in the
findings released by the NSW Legislative Council's Inquiry into Health
on Thursday.
“We welcome any boost in funding for regional, rural and remote health,
but it’s critical that this delivers well-designed programs that deliver
better outcomes for improved health across the community,” Mrs
Thompson said.
“Delivering good health outcomes requires collaboration with all funding
levels, to set out clear strategies to strengthen and fund the
sustainability of health services in regional, rural and remote
communities, however, this must involve local communities and their
local health districts.
“This has been a problem for many years, and what we really need to
identify and understand is what is needed to attract and retain doctors in
these communities, and why the regional health workforce is so
stretched.”
For years people in regional and rural communities have complained of
difficulties in accessing health services, with a reduction in maternity
services just one of many concerns. The situation is even worse in
remote communities, where people lack access even to simple health
services and find themselves having to drive hours on end for any kind
of medical attention – consequently increasing the medical response
required.
Mrs Thompson represented NSW Farmers at the NSW Legislative
Council's Inquiry into Health, which released its report on Thursday,
identifying a range of issues facing health services in regional, rural and
remote communities.
Among the findings were recommendations regarding recruitment and
training of medical and allied health workforce, a review of existing
working conditions, and current models of care. Importantly, there was a
recommendation to review any progress made on addressing the issues
in two years’ time.
Mrs Thompson said it was unreasonable to expect to find simple
solutions to complex problems, and said there needed to be a swift and
detailed analysis of the health problems outside of the major cities,
focusing on the different access challenges of regional, rural and remote
communities and developing responsive local solutions.
“The first step is getting a good understanding of the problem and then
working collaboratively to achieve a good solution,” she said.
“Major regional centres like Dubbo, smaller towns like Coolah, and more
remote towns like Cobar – they all have very different levels of access to
health services.
“People in all three of these communities have similar basic health
needs but the populations and challenges are very different, and in
terms of accessibility, what’s easy to fix in Dubbo is almost impossible in
places like Cobar and needs a different approach.”
NSW Farmers will continue to work with all parties to achieve a detailed
review of the problem and formulate strategies for reform.
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THE GAME : A Portrait of Scott Morrison.
by Sean Kelly. Black Inc.2021

BOOK REVIEW by David Jones

Mark Twain advised: “certainly a biographer’s chiefest feature is
the exhibition of the character of the man whose biography is
being set forth.” The Game is simultaneously a biography of the
Prime Minister and an analysis of the country he represents.
Nikki Savva subsumed this dualism when she described the
book as “An engrossing, illuminating and often disquieting study
of Scott Morrison…..a man he describes as the ‘symbolic
perfection of a certain version of Australia’…and this compels us
to consider our complicity in his creation.” And creation, he
certainly is!
Kelly often uses the word skilful in the ways Morrison
manipulates us; journalists and voters alike. He relates an early
theatrical performance in which Morrison played the Artful
Dodger in a production of Oliver. He outlines many examples of
theatre and theatrical metaphors in and around Scott Morrison.
One of his consistent tactics to deflect criticism before he
became Prime Minister was to say he was playing the role
allocated to him by his leader.
One particular action when he was the opposition spokesman
on immigration involving Tamil refugees prompted Malcolm
Fraser to label it ‘politics at its basest’, John Hewson called it
‘even inhumane’ and Peter Hartcher called him ‘the greatest
grub in federal parliament.’ Morrison dismissed it all by saying I
am doing the job allocated to me by Tony Abbott. After
comparing himself to other Christian public figures in his maiden
speech to parliament including Desmond Tutu and their
obligations as Christians one of his first acts as treasurer was to
cut foreign aid. Again it was not Scott Morrison who did this but
the treasurer. It was his job! Kelly lists many examples where he
separates himself from the person and the role he is playing.
Question time in Parliament during his time as PM was typified
by Morrison playing a role, speaking very loudly and constantly
saying Mr Speaker. During this campaign he forgot where he
was and fell into the role by saying to the journalists present: Mr
Speaker. It is all a game.
The Game is organised around short chapters under the broad
headings of A MAN: Appearances, Blameless, Authentic,
Pragmatic, Sleeping Soundly; A COUNTRY: Together, Proud,
Secure, Relaxed; and A TIME: Victory, Fires, Virus, Division,
Violence and Past, Past Present and Future. He explores our
PM’s character through his public statements, exchanges with
journalists and also refers to novelists, psychologists,
psychiatrists and playwrights. He also reviews Morrison’s time in
advertising in Australia and New Zealand.
E.M. Forster outlined there are two main literary characters: flat
and round. “Flat characters were sometimes called ‘types’ or
‘caricatures’, and were constructed around a single idea or
quality. They could be described simply, captured in a sentence
or two. Often they would have catchphrase. One of the
advantages of a flat character for the novelist, he said, was that
they never needed reintroducing, because they were so easily
recognised. Isn’t this a fine description of Morrison?”
What emerges is a man who has been skilful in reinvention,
deception, deflection, manipulation and untruthfulness. Consider
these statements made on breakfast TV from a rugby league
stadium after becoming PM: It has been a “confusing and
bewildering series of events, and not ones that I had any part
in.” To hope that this untruthful statement would not be
examined too closely he went on to say that “the curtain’s come
down on that Muppet Show and an absolute new curtain has
been lifted up.”
Nikki Savva’s book: Plots and Prayers dispel any doubts about
Morrison’s role in the overthrow of Malcolm Turnbull. We have
all heard comments on the Prime Minister by the deputy prime
minister, a Liberal state premier, his cabinet colleagues and the
French President. Kelly’s book provides a catalogue of
examples where what Morrison says one day contradicts what
he said the day before.
He also lists situations where what you may have thought were
genuine attributes of the PM were in fact inventions and
fabrications.
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To my surprise when he first
entered parliament and was
asked about his interest in
football he mentioned three
codes but not rugby league. He
said, for example, that he
supported the Western Bulldogs
in the AFL. Later he declared
that he had no interest in AFL
and had always supported the
NRL. “Go Sharks” was an
invention along with his use of
the terms authentic and
pragmatic. Words sprouted by
his colleagues constantly after
he became PM.
Each of the chapters in Kelly’s book reveals aspects of his
political rise and the tactics he has perfected to deflect
journalists and the public. It has been interesting, and sad, to
observe how these tactics have been used in the current
campaign. For example, when discussion surfaced recently
about his preselection with three people signing Statutory
Declarations outlining his alleged use of ‘the race card”
Morrison said he would also sign one refuting the claims. He
didn’t sign one and with the exception of a few letters to the
editor the matter disappeared without trace. Kelly outlines how
this ability to ‘kill’ issues without actually doing anything has
been integral to his life in politics.
In last Sunday’s debate when the issue of an integrity and anticorruption authority was raised he shifted the focus away from
his 2019 promise and accused the Labor Party of not putting up
legislation of their own. In other words: it’s not my fault; there is
nothing to see here. Perhaps Kelly’s most profound insight into
the PM and the country he represents is how Morrison deals
with troubling or uncomfortable issues such as those
surrounding the abuse of women, indigenous issues and
refugees by ignoring them and replacing the political narrative
with ones that vindicate ordinary Australians. For example when
he became PM included in the acknowledgement to country he
“also acknowledges military veterans, and serving men and
women and thanks them for their service.”
I attended the rally in Canberra last year prompted by the
alleged rape of a woman in a cabinet ministers’ office. There
was a sense that at last something significant may happen.
Scott Morrison refused to attend and said that in other countries
demonstrators could be shot.
I read the book three times and with each reading it reminded
me more and more of an alleged statement by Billy Hughes.
“The secret of political success is sincerity. Once you can fake
that you can do anything.”
Kelly argues that from about the 1970’s democratic politics
began to change to the point where politics became distanced
from reality and therefore we ‘end up not with politicians who
were people, but politicians who were caricatures, made up only
of the most obvious, surface-level elements of their cultures.
Donald Trump, Boris Johnson and Scott Morrison are, in
various ways, very different men. Also, none of them is held
together by anything: each is a hologram. Trump is an
American as everyone else imagines Americans; Johnson is the
same for Britain, or at least England; as Morrison is for Australia
…. This is a new development in our politics.”
He relates a comment about racial division in which Morrison
said: “I know that Australia, as an idea – as an ideology evenand as an experience, will overwhelm these divisions.” Australia
is, according to Morrison, not a country but an ideology. Kelly
suggests “This is the most extreme expression of contentment
and complacency imaginable.”
Laurie Oakes said of THE GAME. “This is a cracker of a book.
A thoughtful, fascinating, devastating examination of Morrison’s
personality, the way he plays politics and the political game
itself. Also enlightening on us, the voters.”
David Jones was an unsuccessful independent candidate in the 1990
Federal Election.
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2022 Veolia Creative Arts
Scholarships Awarded for 15th year
Celebrating 15 years of its prestigious Creative Arts
Scholarship initiative, the Veolia Mulwaree Trust has
named three new artists as the recipients of the $3,000
scholarships to better their artistic disciplines. The
winners include: ● Kate McKay - a ceramic artist from
Collector who will use the funding to purchase
equipment to extend her practice, work toward a new
exhibition and facilitate workshops to teach others. ●
The Mike Baker Organ Trio - a three piece band from
Goulburn who will use the funding to record an album of
original compositions ● Bonnie Curtis - a choreographer
and performer from Bargo, who will use the funding to
participate in the Vienna International Dance Festival in
July and August this year. Two of the artists received
their scholarships from Veolia Creative Arts Scholarship
Patron Jennifer Lamb at a presentation held in Goulburn
earlier this week. “The Veolia Creative Arts Scholarship
is one of only a limited number of scholarship
opportunities available to rural and regional artists, and I
am very proud that since 2008 it has supported 53 local
artists to pursue their creative endeavours over the past
15 years,” Ms Lamb said. Through the length of the
Veolia Creative Arts Scholarship, artists have been
supported in the fields of dance, theatre, drawing,
printmaking, textile art, painting, digital art, writing, music
composition and performance, ceramics, creative design
and photography. Artists in any discipline across the
region are encouraged to consider applying for the
scholarship in 2023. The Veolia Creative Arts
Scholarship program will be accepting applications early
next year with dates and further information available at
www.veolia.com or by phoning (02) 48222786.

A Poem by Mary Murray
Barbeque Table
It's round and brown and always stood
Down the back, made of wood.
A meeting place for friends to sit,
And ponder life as they see fit.
Cockatoos sqwark past so fast,
To tell us all they have a past.
“Where are all our trees from here?
You chopped them down without a fear .
Now, we sqwark and fly together
To annoy you in the weather!
But when you have gone away,
We chew your table every day.
Take a look underneath
We mark it all with our beaks!”
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At Suki & Hugh Gallery, Bungendore

Where Shadows Fall | Robyn Campbell
Robyn is a multidisciplinary artist whose professional practice is
centred around glass and ceramics. Her characteristic bold
forms and textured surfaces draw inspiration from the land. ‘This
work largely draws on experiences of the high country and the
bare hills heading from Canberra to my childhood home in
southern New South Wales.'– Robyn Campbell
Where: 38A Gibtaltar St, Bungendore NSW
When: 7 May - 12 June
Image: Shadow Fall #1, 2022, Robyn Campbell, ceramic.

QPRC Cultural Grants Open for application
The Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council continues to make
our Cultural Grants available to individual and groups of
practitioners in our region. Grants are available from $500 $3000. Please contact Culture & Arts team leader
Janita.Byrne@qprc.nsw.gov.au to discuss your proposal before
applying. Applications are open throughout the year, or until
funds are exhausted
RUSTEN HOUSE ART CENTRE EXHIBITION CALL OUT 2023
Artists are invited to submit a proposal for Rusten House Art
Centre's exhibition program 2023. Exhibitions run for 3 weeks
and there is a choice of two gallery spaces, fees apply.
To discuss your proposal or find out more please phone our
Cultural Services team on 6285 6170
or email Cultural.Services@qprc.nsw.gov.au or come and visit
us at 87 Collett St, QBN between 10am - 4pm Wed - Sat.
Apply here: https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Community/Cultureand-Arts/Rusten-House
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Felicity Urquhart & Josh Cunningham in concert at the National Theatre
13 May 2022 8:00PM The National Theatre Braidwood.
Circle Music Publishing & Production is delighted to present
Country music at its best. Unlikely, unexpected, unforgettable,
unique, not to be missed! Now, with supporting artist Raechel
Whitchurch, this will be a Country music calendar highlight. The
musical uniting of Felicity Urquhart and Josh Cunningham is as
unscripted as it is unforeseen. Felicity in her own right as a solo
country star, singer-songwriter and presenter and Josh
Cunningham (as a member of The Waifs), have both enjoyed
lengthy, successful, enduring musical careers. A collective haul
of Golden Guitars, ARIA Awards, multi-platinum album sales
and extensive touring over nearly three decades forms a body
of work that serves as a ready definition of success. Felicity's
single "Big Black Cloud", co-written with Randy Scruggs,
reached No. 1 on Country Tracks National Top 30 Singles
Chart.
In January 2020, Felicity Urquhart and Josh Cunningham were
invited to join Song Club - a creative collective that tasked
members with writing a song a week. This challenge gave the
pair a lifeline to creativity and community as well as an
abundance of new material, enough in fact to make a whole
album.
From a couple of years that many would have gladly sent back
for a refund, a joy bringing, spirit lifting collection of songs
emerged as a reminder that even in the darkest of times, the
light of music and love can never be extinguished.

Felicity Urquhart and Josh Cunningham are poised to unleash
songs and stories of undeniable beauty upon hearts and ears.
Long-time admirers from afar of each other's work, the pair
consider it an honour to be creating music together. "To harness
our collective passion for story and song and get to tell our own
story in the most personal way through the most personal
medium we know is truly inspiring" says Josh.
Their new album, "The Song Club", features eleven songs that
speak of new beginnings, new journeys, new horizons, and a
sense of freedom and flight. "Even though a destination may be
unclear, being deeply rooted in the important fundamentals and
having a true travelling companion gives a sense of confidence
that you're on the right path - that everything will be ok", says
Felicity.
Tickets $41.84
https://circlemusic.iwannaticket.com.au/.../felicity...
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Author, Journalist and Screenwriter Robert Macklin as a regular contributor to the Bugle.
THE GADFLY PAPERS, are a delightful collection of columns he has been writing since 2012.

Gadfly

Sadly, the leaked draft of the US Supreme Court
decision on Roe v Wade to outlaw abortion is only the most
recent notch in the firearm of self-destruction that could well
culminate in a bullet through the peaceful governance of our
most powerful ally. And the man who clicked off the safety
catch of political moderation was and is an Australian.
Oh, what an irony that is.
Ever since Prime Minister John Curtin declared in 1942
that ‘Australia looks to America, free of any pangs as to our
traditional links or kinship with the UK’ for the defense of the
nation, we have sheltered behind the American parental
shield. We have even surrendered our national interest – as in
the madness of Iraq and Afghanistan - to insure that
commitment.
But the American carapace is today attacked from the
inside as its constituent parts threaten to break it asunder with
a toxic mix of race, religion, and venality. And stirring the pot
are the perfervid ravings of our own Rupert Murdoch’s Fox
News.
In the words of the New York Times columnist Frank
Bruni, ‘We were already on the edge. This could push us
over.’
It was very much more than a clever columnist’s
throwaway line. The American democratic experiment is in
deep trouble. And alas, all three ingredients of the mix are
present within the Australian polity, if in different measure.
The American ‘race’ issue is the direct result of the slave trade
conducted by Britain’s 10,000 shipboard journeys over three
centuries from Africa to its colonies in the Caribbean and
thence to America. Indeed, the grandiose emblems of that
enterprise are on show each week in the castles and manor
houses of the Antique Roadshow. And some 235 years after
its slave-owning framers signed the US Constitution, it
remains a huge festering sore on that country’s body politic.

The religious component followed the flight of the
Puritans from a Britain that had bloodied and burned the
nation’s churches and battlefields since the Reformation of
the 16th century. And the notion of a God-given America is
as powerful as it has ever been…and as divisive in the
hands of today’s Pentecostal evangelicals.
The venality is self-evident as the billionaire oligarchs
and corporations corrupt their political puppets in the
endless election campaigning. Then toss in a narcissist
named Trump, aided and abetted by an equally amoral
media tycoon, and a nation irredeemably split between
contending perceptions of ‘truth’ becomes Frank Bruni’s
precipice, with America trembling on the brink.
Beside this, you might say, Australia’s situation is
looking pretty good.
Yet it doesn’t take much imagination to perceive the
parallels as we prepare to go to the polls.
One side has refused to recognise and honour our
First Nations by rejecting the Uluru Statement from the
Heart. One side is led by a Pentecostal who boasts of
‘miracles’ dispensed in his favour. One side is perfectly
sanguine about the misuse of public funds with the ‘pork
barrel’ euphemism.
Oh, and Murdoch’s media is backing that side to the
hilt.
The good news is that we have a chance escape
America’s fate with a simple vote in the Federal election. We
could take that step from adolescent dependence on the
American shield to a friendship between mates with thanks
and good cheer (‘Sorry about Rupert’).
Some would even turn Curtin’s call into a curtain call.
But perhaps that’s one of those faded red lines that forever
colours our old colonial map.

Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 18
11th May 2022

Braidwood Bugle

News for Braidwood & the district
Page 19
11th May 2022

A Beer with Bazz # 68
Wi th
John st
r
Lo nghu
Bazza took a step back from the group at the bar as
the debate on the best lawn mower on the market
raged. He sipped his schooner as ‘Know all Ron’ held
court.
“Now Mick, you’re just not ready for a cylinder lawn
mower. Mate…..you’re still growing Sir Walter
Buffalo grass so you will need to replant with
Greenleas Park grass if you want the bowling green
look. I recommend a minimum 175cc, 4 stroke petrol
engine and go for the auto choke. Make sure it has a
steel chassis and power blade.”
Nods of agreement followed with some follow up tips
on various features until Adam ventured, “You
should think about an electric lawn mower, Mick.
It’s good for…..”
Bazza raised his head at the sudden silence.
Four full schooners of beer swivelled as one and
faced off Adam’s glass of Chardonnay. The four
schooners then emptied a third of their contents
into open mouths and Adam took a tiny sip of his
Chardonnay.
Mick broke the impasse by pulling out a glossy
brochure from his back pocket and passed it around.
“Thanks fellas, I appreciate the tips but I’m
seriously thinking about getting this ScoMower.
It’s locally produced by a bloke up in Cronulla and
has been round for a few years now. It cuts all types
of grass and has a bit of grunt which is essential
given all the rain. Its a good deal as well and it’s
been advertised everywhere. They throw in free
petrol for six months and a cashback of $250 if you
buy it before the 21st of May.”

There was was one long, low whistle and a couple
of ‘ooohs’ and ‘ahhhhs’, but one dissenting voice
piped “It’s a brute of a thing though, Mick. I’m
not sure if it would suit a woman…….if she
needs to mow the lawns.”
Three schooners immediately ganged up on the
speaker’s glass of shandy.
'Know all Ron’ broke the deadlock.
“Let’s call over Russell, our expert on lawn
mowers. He does the lawns at the Aged Care
Facilities in the district and I know he was
excited about buying a ScoMower three years
ago.”
The circle made room for Braidwood’s Einstein
of lawn mowing.
“Shit of a lawn mower, Mick.” Russell started.
“Don’t be fooled by the brochure. The ScoMower
got me in three years ago. You need a miracle to
get it started and when the going gets tough it
struggles. It’s no good at getting to those hard
to reach places or anything that requires a bit
of finesse. It’s so bloody loud and blows so much
smoke, it leaves the aged care residents
distressed. Nah, Mick…….I’m sorry I ever
bought the bloody thing. Anyhow, it’s time is
just about up and I’m after something that
actually gets the job done.”
Russell took a decent drink.
“By the way, Mick there is absolutely no chance
of buying one before the 21st of May to get your
cashback, as you can’t get one down here.”
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Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Uniting Church News

A Visionary Future
In the next couple of weeks, eligible voters will be
asked to decide our immediate future at the Federal
Election. The problem is that governments and
elections come around every three or four years
which makes any decision making temporary and
transient at best. No political party or government
can provide long term solutions to our existence in
this life. I believe it is true to say that many choices
and comparisons revolve around what we perceive
to be normality or reality amidst set routines and
events that are relatively predictable from a human
standpoint. A far greater challenge is to envisage or
picture a future that steps outside the boundaries of
normality as we know or understand it.

Thinking about moving on from Braidwood, that designated
“centre of the universe” place, my eyes wandered across a quote
from A.A. Milne (Winnie-the-Pooh), “How lucky I am to have
something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Being a Pastor in
Braidwood has been a delightful morsel in my journey through life.
We have walked through some really tough times: drought,
floods, fires, plague. And we have skipped together through times
of celebration, of commemoration, and the marking of ordinary
moments, all reminding us that life is good. Strikes a chord with
the message shared by the prophet Isaiah (chapter 43, verses 15), “The Lord says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have
summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through
the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the
fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze…
you are precious in my sight…I love you…Do not be afraid, I am
with you.”” Saying goodbye is hard. However, over the past three
years we have known this personable God who has protected us
and kept us company with ceaseless Presence. Maybe A.A.
Milne, this is not luck at all, but rather providence; the guiding and
guarding of a loving God who is always with us. As I move on, I
leave you knowing that Braidwood is blessed, and will continue to
be blessed with the Presence and Providence of our God. Thank
you Braidwood, you are a treasure.
Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the congregation of the
Braidwood Uniting Church. Sunday Worship 10am, Radio Church
6pm, 88.9fm. Garage Sale, Wednesday 9-3. Cnr Duncan and
Monkittee Streets.

The Book of Revelation in Scripture challenges us
to new perspectives and insights. The Book of
Revelation may be hard to get our heads around but
it does invite us to extend our perceptions of reality
into a glorious, imaginative future that is greatly
anticipated by people of faith. This whole new order
of existence may be unfamiliar to us but we can
never say that we are uninformed or uninitiated
about its character or nature. It would be so easy to
dismiss Revelation as a fictional odyssey based on
angelic visitations to John as some kind of
paranormal experience. John denies that this angel
is a primary witness but rather is an agent for the reaffirmation of truth. In literary form they may contain
elements of apocalyptic, instruction, metaphor, and
analogy but essentially and fundamentally the
message is about, re-creation, restoration, renewal
and transformation. These are enduring and
undiminished ingredients of God’s plan of salvation
in and through time itself. In other words it is an
‘Eternal’ Message.
For the Apostle John, the voice of One sitting on the
throne in chapter 21 is God in Christ, the irresistible
voice of reason that proclaimed in bold and
unmistakable terms, “Behold, I make all things
new!” This is the key announcement in this whole
context because it reminds us that only God can
make all things new. People may vainly imagine a
brighter future through better education, a better job
with higher pay, a better environment or amended
legislation for more equitable distribution of wealth
that will usher in some kind of utopian Shangri-la or
golden age to satisfy the most ardent human
desires and cravings. Such dreams remain just that,
dreams! There is so much more that could be said
but we must decide which direction we choose to
take.
The comparisons and contrasts we are invited to
make are between the chaos and confusion of
human existence in an unredeemed world as
against the harmony and healing of a reconciled
world. The new future is far more secure because
God as the eternal being and deity brings
assurance and certainty to those who trust Him in
Christ.
Rev. Rick Lewis – Braidwood Anglican Church

St Bede's Parish
Reflection on the Gospel of John 13:31-35 - What’s New? GPBS
10 May 2022
Everything is new in the Scriptures this week. Even the
commandments! The big Ten are boiled down to one. A new law for
a new and inclusive people: love.
For some folks, love is too small and vague and squishy to work as a
commandment. How are we to keep law and order with mere
sentimental feeling? This is a misunderstanding of the love
command. It doesn’t mean a return to bell-bottoms and peace signs.
Love is a tall order, a mighty work that challenges the strong to be
relentless, the brave to be even bolder. Love is not vague: It is
precise to the last detail of our lives, eliciting very practical and direct
responses to the corporal and spiritual needs of our community. And
love is not squishy. It looks you right in the eye and dares you to
claim an authority higher than its calling. The Ten Commandments
are a walk in the park compared to the summons to love. It is always
easier NOT to do something than to DO something.
How do you obey the command to love: in your relationships with
others, in your stewardship of goods, in your fidelity to God?
Do ten things this week motivated by love and not by gain. If you love
people who are REALLY hard to love, you only have to do five!
Vinnies Winter Appeal will be held on 28 May. Please help our local
Conference help our companions in need.
Ecumenical celebration of Pentecost to be held in the National
Theatre on Sunday 5 June, commencing at 10am. Please put this
date in your diary. It was a huge success last year so we hope for
bigger and better this time.
Mass at Krawarree on 29 May 2022 at 11am.
Weekend Mass time: Saturday at 6.00pm (Vigil)
No Tuesday Mass until Fr. Mick returns from leave.
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Air attack training to build
fire fighting strength
Almost 100 firefighting and aviation experts
descended on Dubbo last weekend for the
Rural Fire Service (RFS) Aviation Forum,
bringing together firefighters and personnel
from the State Emergency Service and
National Parks and Wildlife Service.
Minister for Emergency Services and
Resilience and Minister for Flood Recovery
Steph Cooke joined Member for the Dubbo
electorate Dugald Saunders and Assistant
Commissioner Ben Millington at the State
Training Academy for the forum and a
demonstration of the state-of-the-art aviation
simulator.
“This forum is an important opportunity for
firefighters and other personnel to collaborate,
hone their skills and workshop emerging
technologies will improve the safety of the
communities they protect,” Ms Cooke said.
“The air attack training being undertaken
utilises new technology which simulates air
attack missions in a mock aircraft, helping our
firefighters gain life-like experience in aircraft
operations and communications.
“This training is vital because we know our
aviation crews perform the crucial roles of
supporting our firefighters on the ground as
well as intelligence-gathering reconnaissance
missions.”
Minister for Environment James Griffin said a
dozen aerial firefighting, training and
coordination specialists from the National
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) are
attending the forum.
“Our NPWS team has access to more than
1,000 trained firefighters, and with some of our
National Parks only accessible by air, we have
many aviation specialists whose expert
knowledge is used to battle fires around
NSW,” Mr Griffin said.
“This forum is a great opportunity for our
specialists to hone their skills and develop
relationships with other agency experts, road
test and learn about new equipment.”
Dubbo will soon be home to a new $8 million
Aviation Centre of Excellence to ensure RFS
volunteers are prepared for the future, and a
Memorial Garden to remember those who
have lost their lives while on duty.
Mr Saunders said a Large Air Tanker and
multi-purpose helicopter will also be
accommodated at Dubbo in advance of the
next fire season.
“The work our emergency services personnel
do is second-to-none and to see such valuable
resources like the Marie Bashir and
helicopters based regionally is important for
Dubbo and our surrounding communities,” Mr
Saunders said.

Farmers demand urgent
action following outbreak
The confirmed outbreak of a highlyinfectious disease on Australia’s
doorstep should be a wake-up call for
politicians, NSW Farmers says, with
fears of economic catastrophe if it
reaches out shores.
NSW Farmers President James
Jackson said the Foot and Mouth
Disease (FMD) outbreak in Indonesia
was far too close for comfort, with a
local outbreak tipped to cost the
economy up to $60 billion, plunging us
into recession.
“This is a disease that will absolutely
smash our economy if it reaches out
shores,” Mr Jackson warned.
“We have been calling on both sides
of politics to make an urgent
commitment to action on biosecurity,
but neither side seems prepared to do
it properly.
“An FMD outbreak is a clear and
present danger to Australia, but until
we take it seriously we will all be
exposed to the risk.”
The disease is a highly-infectious
RNA virus that is transmissible
between animals such as sheep,
cows, goats and pigs. It is light enough
that it has, in the past, been found to
travel via fog from France to the United
Kingdom. Mr Jackson, a trained
veterinarian with expertise on the
disease, said it was not good enough
that Australia was still so woefully
unprepared for an outbreak.
“The potential cost to the economy is
directly related to how long we take to
get on top of it, which is why we’ve
been calling for urgent funding,” Mr
Jackson said.
“We don’t have enough people trained
to respond, and we don’t have enough
people carrying out that biosecurity
enforcement at our borders.
“Imagine we knew COVID-23 was just
around the corner but our
governments failed to prepare for it:
we’d be absolutely ropable, and this is
a very similar situation with FMD.”
Mr Jackson said a sustainable funding
model for border biosecurity must be
pursued by state and federal
governments to protect NSW and
Australia's agricultural industries.
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Farmers & small business demand
certainty on instant asset write-off

Farmers have been blindsided by the
Finance Minister’s admission the instant
asset write-off may not have a place in a
Coalition Government after 2023.
“The small business instant asset writeoff was a stroke of genius by the current
Government when introduced along with
dedicated provisions for agriculture in
2015,” NFF CEO Tony Mahar said.
“Farmers must have certainty about its
future, under either a Coalition or Labor
Government.
“The measure helps provide the means
and incentive for farmers to invest in the
plant they need to gain efficiencies and
improve productivity; to be more resilient,
sustainable and to make their
workspaces safer and less labour
orientated.
“It supports farmers to invest in assets
like tanks and solar water pumps to be
better prepared for the next drought; to
adopt safer farm equipment like side-byside vehicles and to extend wifi across
farms to enable digital adoption.”
Mr Mahar questioned why the Coalition
would consider doing away with a tried
and tested policy that had so successfully
served farmers and other small
businesses, including through the
hardships of drought, bushfires and
COVID.
Council of Small Business of Australia
CEO Alexi Boyd said the reluctant
admission by the Minister would be the
subject of discussion in small businesses
across the country.
“Minister Birmingham’s comments
yesterday will have left many small
business owners feeling stressed. A
baseline instant asset write-off should be
a permanent fixture of the tax system as
it reduces accounting costs for small
businesses and their trusted advisors, as
well as the red tape associated with the
need to depreciate assets.
“One major problem with letting the
program expire in June 2023 is that we’re
in the midst of an international supply
chain crisis. We’re seeing massive delays
in the delivery of freight, so there is a very
real possibility that small business
owners who order equipment or other
kinds of assets in the near future won’t
receive them before the instant asset
write-off expires. At the very least, the
program needs to be extended to account
for this.”
Both peak bodies implore the
Government to clarify and reconsider the
misguided decision and call on Labor to
confirm its support for the measure.
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Solutions to land degradation must
include an end to population growth
The ability of Earth to provide food for eight billion humans
is rapidly declining. Forty per cent of planet Earth’s land is
now degraded. Yet, if human population growth is not
halted, food for an additional two to three billion will be
needed but unable to be supplied, says Sustainable
Population Australia (SPA).
SPA national president Ms Jenny Goldie says if we are to
arrest the degradation of the Earth’s land surface, then we
must stop increasing human demands made on it and end
population growth.
The United Nations Global Land Outlook 2 report released
last week estimates that up to 40% of the planet’s land is
now degraded, largely attributing blame to agriculture.
Global food systems are responsible for 80% of
deforestation, 70% of freshwater use and are the single
greatest cause of terrestrial biodiversity loss, according to
the report.
The report also notes that demand for food is expected
rise by 45% between 2015 and 2050.
“Some of that demand comes from people eating higher
up the food chain which, for malnourished communities, is
a good thing,” says Ms Goldie. “But much of it comes from
human population growth which simply cannot go on
forever. At some point it has to stop, and the sooner the
better.
“The report strongly promotes the application of
regenerative agriculture and other protective measures as
solutions. But it says little about the role population growth,
beyond acknowledging that this land degradation puts the
ability to feed the planet’s growing population at risk.
“While better technologies and reduced meat consumption
in rich-countries are necessary to achieve food security, it
is also critical to minimise further population growth via
non-coercive methods.”
Ms Goldie says the human carrying capacity of Earth is
declining rapidly.
“Our ecological footprint is about 175% of Earth’s
renewable biocapacity which is grossly unsustainable.
Global population is still increasing by 80 million per year
yet about 800 million people are malnourished. This is
likely to increase while the essential components of our
life-support system (soil, water and biodiversity) are in
decline.
“Growing food on degraded land becomes progressively
harder as soils reach exhaustion and water resources are
depleted. As the report notes, further expansion of
agricultural land to meet anticipated demand would result
in the further loss of three million square kilometres of
natural areas (the size of India), mainly in sub-Saharan
Africa and Latin America.
“Far better to halt the demand that comes from population
growth than allow this loss of natural areas,” says Ms
Goldie.
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Coalition’s Ag Plan confirms ongoing support
for farm sector growth

National Farmers Federation President Fiona Simson says the
Coalition’s Ag Plan proposes wide-ranging investments to back
agriculture’s growth trajectory.
“We acknowledge the Coalition’s ongoing support for the NFF-led
goal for agriculture to be a $100 billion industry by 2030.
“The Coalition’s election plan for agriculture includes many of the
investments included in the recent Federal Budget, including highly
positive commitments to: reward farmers for their biodiversity
stewardship; reduce export red tape via new digital platforms and
support the development of domestic food manufacturing capability.
“We acknowledge a new commitment to develop a domestic industry
code for Australia’s organics industry.”
The NFF continues to call for a sustainable, renewable biosecurity
funding stream to arm agriculture and the natural environment
against the many and varied pests, weeds and diseases ready to
infiltrate Australia’s borders.
“While the election campaign dominates headlines, Australian
farmers are confronting the imminent threat of two potentially
disastrous livestock diseases in Foot and Mouth Disease and Lumpy
Skin Disease,” Ms Simson said.
Both have recently been detected in Indonesia and are a real and
present danger to agriculture, particularly Australia’s industry cattle.
“The seriousness of these diseases and their potential devastating
impacts on livestock, producers, communities and the economy
cannot be overstated.
“If there ever was a time to throw the kitchen sink at smart, strategic
biosecurity planning and funding it’s now.
“Year-by-year cash splashes have a role but must be complemented
by a locked-in perpetual funding pipeline that is treated with a
seriousness akin to defence and health spending,” Ms Simson said.
“While we support many of the initiatives outlined in the Coalition’s
Ag Plan there is always more to do. All parties should be aspiring to
achieve the best they can for agriculture, a key sector of the
Australian economy and the engine behind regional Australia.
“We look forward to reviewing any other statements in response to
NFF’s Time to Thrive election priorities.”
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Geophyscial Surveys to locate
critical minerals across NSW

A new series of NSW Government funded
geophysical surveys will take place in the state’s
Central West, New England and Far West to
gather detailed information that will help to
uncover valuable critical minerals buried deep
underground.
Deputy Premier and Minister responsible for
Resources Paul Toole said four surveys will be
carried out by air and land, using a mix of
cutting-edge technologies to reveal significant
clues about minerals buried up to several
hundred metres beneath the surface.
Mr Toole said the new surveys mean the NSW
Government is investing in the biggest program
of geophysical data acquisition in the state’s
history.
“Working closely with Geoscience Australia, we
will deliver airborne gravity surveys in the Cobar
Basin and New England, an airborne
electromagnetic survey in Forbes-Dubbo and a
seismic survey between Cobar and Ivanhoe,” Mr
Toole said.
“We know that NSW is rich in critical minerals
such as cobalt and zirconium and with the help
of some of the world’s most advanced
geophysical technology, it is possible to locate
more of these highly sought after minerals.
“These new surveys will ultimately boost our
knowledge of resource potential across a greater
area of the state, and that means we can
provide more quality data to industry to spur on
new exploration and investment.”
Mr Toole said recent surveys carried out in the
Central West have delivered signs of potential
deposits of minerals such as gold, copper and
zinc as well as what may be untapped
groundwater.
“We have received positive feedback from the
mining industry about the quality of the survey
data, with several companies using the
information to carry out licensed exploration
programs and even a new discovery of
mineralisation,” Mr Toole said.
“Exploration programs today may lead to a
critical minerals project in five to ten years that
employs locals and plays a vital role in the
manufacturing supply chain for products such as
batteries, electric vehicles, and renewables.
“It is an exciting time for mining in NSW.”
Detailed underground mapping through the new
surveys form part of a $16 million commitment
over 10 years to unlocking the potential of the
state’s natural resources and attracting
investment.
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New feral free rewilding site for NSW

NSW is further expanding its rewilding efforts with another site
earmarked as the state’s next feral-predator free area, paving the way
for the return of locally-extinct wildlife.
The NSW Government is establishing a network of seven feral predator
free areas across the state, making it a world leader in rewilding.
Environment Minister James Griffin said the newest of the seven feral
free areas is a 2,000-hectare forest in South East Forest National Park
near Bombala, called ‘Nungatta’.
“Feral cats and foxes, which kill billions of native animals nationally
every year, will be completely eradicated within this fenced rewilding
site,” Mr Griffin said.
“Then when the site is feral predator free, we’ll reintroduce native
mammals that were once abundant in this habitat, such as the longfooted potoroo, eastern bettong, smoky mouse, and eastern quoll.
“This ambitious conservation project is part of the NSW Government’s
$80 million investment in wildlife restoration, and will see Nungatta’s
forests go back in time.
“Through Nungatta and our six other feral predator free areas in NSW
national parks, we’re rewilding our state and helping our threatened
species thrive into the future.
“Once all seven sites are completed, 65,000 hectares of national parks
will be feral free and provide a significant conservation benefit for more
than 50 species.”
Three of the seven sites are already operational, and nine locally extinct
mammals have already been successfully reintroduced, with their
populations flourishing.
More details about why this area has been selected and how the feral
predator free site will be incorporated into the national park can be found
in the South East Forests National Park Plan of Management Draft
Amendment.
The draft amendment is currently on public exhibition and the
community can have their say before 16 June 2022:
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-say
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Warning for vigilance on
mouse numbers
The state’s peak agricultural body has urged farmers to be
extra vigilant in coming weeks, with more and more reports of
mouse activity in paddocks.
NSW Farmers Vice President Xavier Martin said there were
anecdotal reports of mouse numbers growing in the north of
the state, and some farmers had increased baiting in an effort
to get ahead of the numbers.
“We need everyone to use their chew cards but also to keep
an eye out for mice, and report any rise in numbers,” Mr Martin
said.
“The latest official CSIRO-GRDC Mouse Update indicates
patchy numbers in NSW that are generally low, but we’re also
hearing stories of mice running around farms, so there’s a bit
of a mismatch there.
“What we don’t want to see is a repeat of last year’s mouse
plague, so please if you see something, say something.”
Regional communities were swarmed last year as a mouse
plague chewed its way through millions of dollars’ worth of
crops, damaging farm machinery, vehicles and buildings in the
process. People were sickened by ‘carpets’ of mice on
highways, and they were even sighted in urban environments
sparking fears among Sydneysiders of a rodent invasion.
“A NSW Farmers survey last year found a third of respondents
estimated losses from the mouse plague worth between
$50,000 and $150,000, with a loss of grain and fodder having
the greatest financial impact,” Mr Martin said.
“We strongly advocated for – and secured – a zinc phosphide
bait rebate from the NSW Government, but we also saw an
awful lot of damage caused by the runaway mouse numbers.
“Let’s make sure we all get out of the ute and into the paddock
to make sure we avoid another plague.”
Farmers and rural landholders are urged to report mouse
activity by visiting https://www.feralscan.org.au/mousealert
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Braidwood Special Speaker Dinner
Thursday, 12 May, 6.30 pm
We are reviving these dinners in the expectation that
COVID has been tamed. They will be held at the
beautiful Troopers Rest.
Our first speaker this year will be Rowan Callick. The
topic is:
China's response to Putin's dice-throw - China, Russia
and Ukraine. It is difficult to imagine a more important
topic right now - and we have a highly qualified speaker
Rowan Callick has been the China Correspondent for
both the Australian Financial Review and The
Australian. He has also served as Asia Pacific Editor for
both papers. He has won two Walkley Awards for AsiaPacific coverage.
Rowan is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of
International Affairs and has been a member of the
Government's Foreign Affairs Council. His books
include Party Time: Who Runs China and How (Black
Inc)
For informaion contact Forbes Gordon (0422 899825)
or Tony Milner (0424 507017)
For bookings, please contact Troopers Rest at 0411
107161

BCA QUILT RAFFLE

Last chance to buy tickets in the Braidwood Community
Association quilt raffle! It will be drawn on Thursday night
at the QPRC Community meeting at the Servicemen’s
Club. Tickets are still on sale at the Club until 6pm
tomorrow. Thanks to Jenny Wallace for her generous
donation of this beautiful hand-made quilt. Thanks to the
Braidwood Community Bank and the Club for allowing
BCA to display the quilt and sell tickets there. Thanks to all
those who have supported the raffle, and to QPRC for
allowing BCA to draw it at the Community Meeting.
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Braidwood Farmers Market
May 21
Ryrie Park Markets
8am -1pm May 28
Garage Sales Braidwood Uniting Church
Wed's 9-3
Nerriga Produce Market
1st Sunday of the month.
Captains Flat regional Market 10 - 2pm every 2nd Sat
Applications to the Veolia Mulwaree Trust's second funding round
of 2022 are open and will close at 5pm on Wednesday 8 June 2022.
Two funding programs are available:
- the donation program for small projects valued at $1,000 and under;
- and the grant program for projects over $1,000.
Links to the application forms are available here:
https://mulwareetrust.smartygrants.com.au/

Service NSW is returning to Braidwood on Wed 1st June
2022 in the Mobile Service Centre.
Braidwood MPS is looking for a hairdresser to provide hairdressing
service to the aged care residents.
Applicants will have to be prepared to have a number of checks
completed including aged care, NDIS and Police checks. Interested
persons to contact Patricia Hemler on 0428113569 before 22nd May
2022 to register their interest.

Save the date : Saturday 14th May
Braidwood Redbacks Autumn Ball
Braidwood Men's Shed
meets each Tuesday and Friday from 9:30 AM. New members
always welcome. For more info contact Kevin on 0450961039.
Enquiries phone or message 0450961039 or
braidwoodmensshed@gmail.com
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Cleaning Tender for
Summerfield

Summerfield Community Association,
Braidwood calls for tenders by 15/5 for :cleaning of the clubhouse, swimming
pool surrounds, gym and arts and craft
room.
:mowing and/or garden maintenance.
To receive a scope of works and arrange
a site visit please contact the secretary at
bjgilby@bigpond.net.au
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Yoga Pose of the Week
with Christina Jagusiak

Fangelo travelled to Wagga last Friday and won Race 8,
the Walsh and Blair Country Magic BM 74 Handicap of
1200 metres. He was ridden by apprentice Molly Bourke.
He has now won $121,150 in his career.
Shelby Sixtysix was unsuccessful in his latest race. He
has now been nominated to run in a 1200 metre race in
Doomben on 14th May.
It is great to see our local horse trainers, Aaron and Luke
Clarke, playing Polocrosse for our local Braidwood team.
last weekend. Braidwood won the Tournament. The
combination of these two brothers sure will take some
beating this season. Hopefully Braidwood will host a
Carnival this year.
Until next time.
Happy punting.

South Coast Monaro Rugby Union
Roaring Lion Pose - Simhagarjanasana
A great pose to stretch and strengthen the back
muscles. It helps to stimulate the digestive system,
tone the pelvic muscles and the sciatic nerves, while
releasing fluid retention in the legs. It has a positive
affect on the throat, nose, ears, eyes, mouth and
sinuses. Renown for relieving frustration and releases
emotional tension.
To practice Sit in a kneeling position, knees bent, resting the
buttocks on the heels. Take the knees apart and place
the hands on the floor with the palms turned down and
fingers toward yourself. If this flexion of the wrist
creates discomfort, please place hands on the thighs
comfortably. Open the eyes and gaze at the eyebrow
centre, adopting shambhavi mudra. Take a breath in
and as you exhale, open the mouth and extend the
tongue out as far as possible towards the chin.
Produce a clear, steady ‘aaah’ sound, keeping the
mouth wide open. Fully expressive with no strain.
Once breath has been exhaled completely, close the
mouth and relax the jaw. Practice 5-10 rounds.

Results – Rd 5 – Saturday 7th May 2022
·Cooma “Red Devils” 25 beat Taralga “Tigers” 22
oCooma grab an important first win of the season at home to
keep their season alive
·Bungendore “Mudchooks” 24 beat Jindabyne “Bushpigs” 10
oBungendore remain undefeated with an impressive hard
fought win on the road
·Crookwell “Dogs” 76 beat Batemans Bay “Boars” 10
oCrookwell rotated a large squad of players against a
Batemans Bay team that could only find 11 players to travel
·Hall “Bushrangers” had the BYE
Competition table;
·Bungendore “Mudchooks” 20
·Hall “Bushrangers”
18
·Crookwell “Dogs”
16
·Jindabyne “Bushpigs”
10
·Cooma “Red Devils”
7
·Batemans Bay “Boars”
4
·Taralga “Tigers”
2
Next weekend – Rd 6 – Saturday 14th May 2022
·Jindabyne “Bushpigs” v Cooma “Red Devils” @ Jindabyne
·Taralga “Tigers” v Hall “Bushrangers” @ Taralga
·Bungendore “Mudchooks” v Crookwell “Dogs” @ Bungendore
·Batemans Bay “Boars” has the BYE
Peter Ryan
President – South Coast Rugby
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Braidwood Sport
Braidwood
Golf Club
News
NOTES
·Saturday bookings must be in by 11.30am on Saturday
for a 12 o’clock hit off.
·Last Friday, the Bronze Shield team won their semifinal match against Goulburn at Belconnen and next
Friday, we play Royal Canberra at RMC in the final.
Best wishes to the team!
·Those members wanting to play Club Championships
MUST have played 8 HANDICAP rounds AT
BRAIDWOOD since last June to qualify. However, there
will be daily competitions for those who aren't eligible.
·And another apologetic omission to our volunteer Alan
Walcott who assisted in the clean-up of the fallen tree 2
weeks ago. Our grateful thanks Alan and hopefully all
our volunteers know how much we appreciate their
help.
Results: Saturday May 7-2BBB Medley Stableford.
Braidwood IGA Trophy Many Thanks IGA
Winners: Nelson Sargent & Barry McDonald 42pts
Runners Up: Mark Newman & Michael Fitzgerald 38pts
Balls Comp: Michael Toirkens & Alan Walcott 36pts, Barb
Stuart & John Harb 36pts, Robin Tennant Wood & Spiro
Agnew 36pts, NTP Men 6/15: Keith Morgan, NTP Women
2nd to 6/15: Lorinda Stuart, Jackpot 3rd ($50): Not Won

Embracing disability at BCS

Paralympic sprinter Scott Reardon gave an inspiring talk to our
Stage 5 and MC students at BCS. Scott was generous in sharing
his story and messages of resilience and mental health with our
students. His powerful message focused on the potential of those
with a disability.
The students enthusiastically participated in a Q&A session with
Scott and were keenly interested in his answers to their
questions.

Coming Events
May 14 Saturday:
Men’s Single Stableford – David Goddard Trophy Women’s
Single Stableford – Braidwood Hair Studio Trophy
May 21 Saturday:
Committee Meeting 10.30am
Men’s & Women’s Stroke & Monthly Medals
Men’s & Women’s Championship Round 1
May 22 Sunday:
Men’s & Women’s Championship Round 2
May 28 Saturday:
Men’s & Women’s Championship Round 3
June 4 Saturday:
Men’s Single Stableford- Brendan Sly Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford-Bunyip Jungle Trophy
June 11 Saturday: Men’s & Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medals)

