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The Braidwood and District Education Foundation (BDEF) began celebrations of its milestone 20th year championing
local students and trainees at its annual presentation evening last Friday night. Front L-R:, Maxyne Prothero, Francine
Magsino, Georgie Long, Johanna Blinco, Scarlett Bunn, Alice Tooth, Louise Story, Mia Corey, Laynee Saunders, Imogen
Dixon.   Back L-R: Fergus Tooth, Dylan Peters, Joshua Clark, Samuel Watson, Hugh Lyons, Nathan Hindmarsh, Albert
Hazell, Jack Tetley.    Absent: Annabel Flack, James Flack, Darcy Lyons, Augustus Munnings.  Story Page 2 
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The Braidwood and District Education Foundation (BDEF) began
celebrations of its milestone 20th year championing local students and
trainees at its annual presentation evening last Friday night. A total of 27
grants were offered this year to supporting young locals in their pursuit of
post-school training and studies in various fields, including
apprenticeships, TAFE, and universities across the nation, and 18
enthusiastic young individuals were in attendance at the Braidwood
Servicemans Club to accept in person.
During the event, attendees, including recipients, families, donors, and
special guests, were treated to inspiring speeches from diverse speakers.
Alisa Stephens, the BDEF Chair, expressed the committee's gratitude for
the unwavering support of the Braidwood community, citing a remarkable
$650,000 in grants distributed among more than 320 scholarships since
the Foundation's inception in 2004. Renowned local historian and retired
school teacher, Jill Clarke, delved into 175 years of educational history
from Braidwood and its surrounding districts.
The event gained depth and resonance as three former grant recipients,
Corben Hart, Georgia Garcia, and Lochie Ramm, shared heartfelt stories
about the transformative impact the BDEF had on their academic journeys
and lives. Attendees spoke afterwards that they were impressed by the
passion and success of these young speakers.
In addition to the grants funded through local community donations, the
BDEF also awarded four special grants last Friday. Snow Foundation
scholarships were presented to Francine Magsino and Samuel Watson,
while Maxyne Prothero received the Dargues Mine Award, specifically
designed to support a student from Majors Creek. Laurie Ffrench and
John Tuckwell presented Nathan Hindmarsh with the inaugural Lions Club
Trades Scholarship.
The BDEF committee extends heartfelt congratulations to all grant
recipients and expresses gratitude to the generous donors for their
steadfast support. A special acknowledgement goes to Jarrah Parsons,
herself a former BDEF grant recipient, for capturing the essence of the
presentation event through photography.
Looking ahead, friends, donors, former recipients, and their families are
encouraged to 'Save The Date' for a memorable gathering at Mona Farm
on Saturday, August 17. The event, made possible by the generous support
of Bill and Belinda Pulver, promises to be a night of celebration and
reflection. Tickets will be available for purchase, offering a unique
opportunity to contribute to the continued success of the BDEF and its
invaluable mission.

Long weekend Book Fair 
When I commented to a lady who had
come back to the Fair for the third time,
she said, ‘This is my happy place this
week.’ And it was a happy place for helpers
and patrons alike. Open for 5 glorious days
and being topped up with new books all
the time, there was always a great
selection of books to browse and a lovely
buzz in the theatre. 
Many favourable comments were made
about the categories & the way the books
were displayed. 
One woman found a cook book she’d
donated and was delighted to find in it the
pressed flowers she’d put there during her
honeymoon 40yrs ago and she hoped the
new owner would leave them there.
After one hot day the owner of Java
Restaurant surprised us with glasses of
fresh fruit juice.
Our volunteers were an amazing help with
many local people calling in offering to
volunteer ….. fantastic community
support…. people making food for helpers,
giving their time to ‘work’ at the Fair,
advertising by telling friends about the
Fair. The Apex boys who move the packed
boxes are an integral part of the
organisation. 
To all who came to browse or buy we
thank you for supporting the Book Fair.
Together we raised just over $21,000
which, after expenses have been
deducted, will be distributed amongst
Braidwood & District community groups.
An amazing community effort …
It was a happy place for us all!
Marjorie, Lois, Ros
Book Fair Committee 

Education Foundation 2024 

grant recipients

Letter to the Editor

NSW SES - Braidwood Unit Walk
Some Members from NSW SES -
Braidwood Unit have joined with Soldier
On Australia this March to walk the
distance of the Kokoda Track.
The Kokoda Track marks the course of
one of the most important battles for
Australians in the Second World War.
The men who defended this rugged
96km track were the only line of defence
protecting Australia from imminent
invasion.
Our members will be walking 96km
throughout March raising funds for
Mental health programs and services so
our ADF members can carry on.
If you would like to join the members and
raise fund or donate,
you can donate to the team or individual
members by following this link.
https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/fu
ndraisers/braidwoodses

https://www.facebook.com/BraidwoodSES?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGYEQNPePTc8BPorc7mvUz-mq_3tWuRNBefWDyEzRMrm4hpLWsE71vJ4MWtqqPJDs9AXle__Jh6QOlnsejfas5lYSUaOKQeS5USY9WzYZBk6eY9gHZzrZjhkYct04SX6RMdpMbMIAKcwTMcWAmcgpotxbwmOhEWFcOmrgika7pXg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/BraidwoodSES?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGYEQNPePTc8BPorc7mvUz-mq_3tWuRNBefWDyEzRMrm4hpLWsE71vJ4MWtqqPJDs9AXle__Jh6QOlnsejfas5lYSUaOKQeS5USY9WzYZBk6eY9gHZzrZjhkYct04SX6RMdpMbMIAKcwTMcWAmcgpotxbwmOhEWFcOmrgika7pXg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BraidwoodSES?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGYEQNPePTc8BPorc7mvUz-mq_3tWuRNBefWDyEzRMrm4hpLWsE71vJ4MWtqqPJDs9AXle__Jh6QOlnsejfas5lYSUaOKQeS5USY9WzYZBk6eY9gHZzrZjhkYct04SX6RMdpMbMIAKcwTMcWAmcgpotxbwmOhEWFcOmrgika7pXg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SoldierOnAustralia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGYEQNPePTc8BPorc7mvUz-mq_3tWuRNBefWDyEzRMrm4hpLWsE71vJ4MWtqqPJDs9AXle__Jh6QOlnsejfas5lYSUaOKQeS5USY9WzYZBk6eY9gHZzrZjhkYct04SX6RMdpMbMIAKcwTMcWAmcgpotxbwmOhEWFcOmrgika7pXg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/SoldierOnAustralia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGYEQNPePTc8BPorc7mvUz-mq_3tWuRNBefWDyEzRMrm4hpLWsE71vJ4MWtqqPJDs9AXle__Jh6QOlnsejfas5lYSUaOKQeS5USY9WzYZBk6eY9gHZzrZjhkYct04SX6RMdpMbMIAKcwTMcWAmcgpotxbwmOhEWFcOmrgika7pXg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/fundraisers/braidwoodses?fbclid=IwAR2KFEDOb_hCRtek6-F0ZugE3Aas-vJA8XKjqibIZG2oHoUDTDp-BDgL7mY
https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/fundraisers/braidwoodses?fbclid=IwAR2KFEDOb_hCRtek6-F0ZugE3Aas-vJA8XKjqibIZG2oHoUDTDp-BDgL7mY
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The Telstra project team advises that there has been a
change within the overall schedule to the transmission
upgrade work to the base station that provides mobile
coverage to Braidwood and surrounds, including the Kings
Highway.
As a result, the Monga site will now be disrupted for 8
hours per day on 7 & 8 February (previously advised 15 &
16 February). 
There is also a contingency day on 12 February if required.
An SMS will be sent from this site to notify customers.
There are no changes to the overall scheduled dates
previously advised for the work at Mt Gillamatong - 

The first phase of disruptions will occur daily between 7am
and 5pm from Monday 5 February to Friday 9 February
2024.
The second phase of disruptions will occur from Saturday
10 February to Wednesday 15 February 2024. The site is
expected to be off the air for this entire period.
The Mt Gillamatong site will be in service on Saturday 10
February to ensure mobile reception is available for the
Braidwood race meeting.

Photo of the week:   Over the weekend BraidWoodStock was held at the Braidwood Hotel including the Hard Loves
captured here by Jarrah Knowles.  All proceeds from the event went to CanTeen. 

Upgrade Works to Telstra Mobile Base Station at Mt Gillamatong
If all goes according to plan and weather permitting,
residents should be noticing an improvement in Telstra
mobile services by 16 February 2024.
Landline services, NBN internet services and mobile
coverage from other providers will not be impacted. Any
calls to Triple Zero from a Telstra mobile when the site is
off air will automatically be diverted to any working
mobile network for connection to emergency services. 
Regional General Manager for Telstra, Chris Taylor said
while our crews need to work during daylight for safety,
we’ll only be switching off the site when we need to and
have it back on as quickly as possible. 
“There’s never a good time to undertake this sort of work
but once it is completed, it will mean better mobile
services for local residents,” Mr Taylor said. “As a
company, we heavily invest in improving regional
connectivity and this site is another example of our
commitment. Over the past seven years to the end of
FY23, Telstra invested $11 billion in our mobile network
nationally, with $4 billion of this invested in our regional
mobile network.”



The NSW Government has introduced new legislation that
will remove a major roadblock to council de-amalgamations
and ensure local democracy is enshrined in the decision-
making process.
The amendments to the Local Government Act 1993,
introduced to Parliament today (FEB 6) , will provide a new
legal pathway for NSW councils seeking to demerge,
including those that already have de-amalgamation
proposals under consideration.
The amendments repeal the legally flawed section 218CC of
the Act and replaces it with a clear and democratic process.
This follows years of failed policy making by the former
government that left councils across NSW in limbo and
failed to take into account the budgetary impacts for NSW
taxpayers on proposed de-amalgamations.
Under the changes, councils wishing to de-amalgamate
must develop a robust business case upfront. This must
consider the financial impacts and council’s ability to fund
de-amalgamation, long-term strategic plans and the service
delivery capacity of the new demerged councils.
Councils will also be required to undertake community
consultation on the business case.
Upon receipt from a Council, the Minister must forward a
business case to the NSW Local Government Boundaries
Commission.

Braidwood Bugle
    News for Braidwood & the district

Page  4           7th February 2024 

De-amalgamation bill delivers certainty for NSW councils

Following a subsequent independent review by the NSW Local
Government Boundaries Commission, the Minister may then approve a
constitutional referendum with a compulsory vote, which would require
majority support from local electors to proceed with a de-amalgamation.
In addition, the Government’s Bill provides transition arrangements for
councils which have already been approved for demerger by the Minister.
Quotes attributable to Minister for Local Government Ron Hoenig:
"The forced amalgamation of NSW councils was a failed and expensive
experiment. 
“While the NSW Government strongly supports a clear process for
councils and communities to exercise their democratic right to pursue de-
amalgamation, we also have to be realistic about some of the challenges
this brings.
“It’s why one of my main priorities as Local Government Minister has been
to find a way to remove the roadblocks posed by the existing demerger
process, and give communities the opportunity to decide.
“These amendments the Government has introduced provide a clear path
forward for councils wishing to de-amalgamate, providing much more
clarity for current and future proposals.
“However, it’s essential that local democracy is enshrined in the decision-
making process so that councils and communities are fully informed of
the financial and other implications of de-amalgamation.
“The amendments we have introduced are more pragmatic than other
legislative proposals being put to Parliament and ensure de-mergers can
be effectively managed by councils and that any new councils are
financially sustainable.”



 By John Longhurst 
Braidwood Central School (BCS) primary students are set for a
year of learning with the Quality Start Program conducted on
their first day back at school.
 
BCS Deputy Principal, Ms Kim Glenday, oversaw the program.  
Ms Glenday said “The interactive program is designed to
encourage new friendships, promote positive learning, outline
classroom expectations, develop problem solving strategies
and help students create an awareness of social and emotional
well-being. A range of teaching and learning strategies were
used including ice breakers, collaborative learning, creative
activities and role plays.”
 
Acronyms were used throughout the day to crystallise key
learnings. 
Ms Glenday continued “A key acronym was CHIRPP which
stands for ‘care’, ‘harmony’, ‘integrity’, ‘positivity’ and
‘perseverance’. The students used 6 different coloured pages
to brainstorm the meaning of each value. Students were then
divided into 6 groups to provide examples of each of the
values.”
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Quality Start Program for BCS Primary Students

Well-being was also a key topic covered. 
Ms Glenday said “The CHIRPP values led to activities on well-
being with students identifying a range of emotions divided into
zones ranging from ‘feeling calm, happy and ready to learn’
(green zone) all the way through to ‘anger, yelling and
aggression’ (red zone). Considerable time was spent on the
‘triggers’ that push students into the various zones. It is
important for students to recognise that we are in different
zones at different times so we can learn to manage our
emotions. It is what we do with these emotions that counts.”
 
Year 5 student Everett Robertson-West enjoyed the program.  
Everett said “We have a clear understanding of expectations for
this year. I enjoyed the rock painting and the teamwork
activities. My key learning from the day was it is important to
speak the truth but it is also important to be aware how others
feel.”

BCS Principal, Ms Nerida Mosely is confident the Quality Start
Program has provided a solid foundation for learning, classroom
behaviour and student well-being across the primary school.
Ms Mosely said “The program has been developed by our staff,
tailored to meet the needs of our primary school students and
has ensured a very positive start to the school year.”

BCS Year 5 student Everett Robertson-West.Years 4/5/6 Sapphires Teacher Ms Adel Clark takes students
through the Quality Start Program at BCS



Braidwood Central School (BCS) has
welcomed three new teachers
specialising in Human Society and Its
Environment (HSIE) and Multi
Categorical (MC).
Mrs Kelly Gosch has made the move
to Braidwood from Batemans Bay
where she was teaching at Saint
Peters Anglican College, Broulee. Kelly
has a degree in History from the
University of Wollongong (UOW), a
graduate certificate in Archaeology
and Ancient History from Macquarie
University and a masters in Teaching
Secondary from the UOW. She will be
mainly teaching History from Years 7
to 12 and some Geography.
Kelly enjoys music and has a love for
animals.
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New staff at BCS

Mr Jeremy Robinson brings a wealth
of experience to BCS. He is a graduate
of Latrobe University, Victoria and has
been a teacher for over twenty years in
Special Education and Outdoor
Education.
Jeremy has moved from Wollongong
where he was previously teaching in
Campbeltown.
Jeremy also spent 8 years teaching
Special Education in remote schools in
Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory
and will now teach MC as well as
Pathways To Work with a focus on
career opportunities for MC students.
Jeremy is keen to pursue his passion
for rock climbing in the Braidwood area.

Miss Jesika Thomas-Nygova has made
the move from teaching in Goulburn to
take up a position teaching MC at BCS.
She has a Bachelor of Arts in History and
Literature and a Masters in Teaching
from the University of Sydney.
Jesika has been teaching English and
History as well as Special Education in
Goulburn primary and secondary for over
20 years.  She has a love for all animals,
equestrian sports, good food, travel,
music and gardening.
Jesika plays the piano, is learning to play
drums and looks forward to joining the
Braidwood community.  
BCS Principal, Ms Nerida Mosely
welcomed the new staff. Ms Mosely said
“Our new teachers bring a wealth of
experience to our school and we look
forward to complementing their skills into
our teaching matrix.”



    News for Braidwood & the district  

Page  7      7th February 2024 Braidwood Bugle

Senior Study Hub key to learning success at BCS

By John Longhurst 
Braidwood Central School (BCS) Year 11 students received a
full day of induction at the commencement of their school year
last Thursday.
Following a Welcome to Country, students were taken through;
1.Senior School Expectations: respect, engagement and
leadership
2.Senior School Support Team
3.Timetables and subject selection
4.Study hub: respect and role
5.Assessments
6.Higher School Certificate (HSC) eligibility
7.Captains’ process
8.Driving cars to school
9.Stage 6 well-being

A session also focused on ‘student learning’ including NSW
Education Standards Authority (NESA) HSC rules and a focus
on the all important BCS Assessment Booklet.
Following morning tea, students were introduced to the
Technical Support Officer, allocated laptops as required, logins
facilitated and introduced to the NSW Mandatory Course ‘All
My Own Work’.

BCS provided a barbecue lunch for the students and the
afternoon was allocated to team building and sport.
BCS Deputy Principal, Ms Simone Walsh, organised the
induction.
Ms Walsh said “BCS has a Senior School Support Team of a
Deputy Principal, Stage 6 Head Teacher, Senior Hub academic
coaches and mentors as well as student support officers and
counselors to guide our students through their senior studies.”
The day also focused on the role of the Senior Study Hub.
Ms Walsh said “A senior teacher will be present for every
lesson the students are timetabled for the Hub. The timetabled
teachers are qualified across a range of subject areas including
English, Economics, Mathematics, Design and Technology, and
Music. BCS has made a major investment with the provision of
our well resourced Senior Hub. BCS has ensured every senior
student has been allocated with a laptop and they are
encouraged to engage the timetabled teacher in the hub for
advice and assistance from an academic as well as a well-
being perspective.”

Year 11 Student, Mark Radburn, found the day very helpful
in transitioning to Stage 6.
Mark said “The teachers went out of their way to make us
all feel comfortable and clearly outlined expectations. Key
goals were covered and I am really pleased with the
amount of support on offer. Clearly, the Senior Study Hub
provides an opportunity to learn at our own place. It will
be great to have access to ‘one on one’ learning from
qualified teachers as well as the support from the Senior
School Support Team.”

BCS Principal, Ms Nerida Mosely thanked students and
staff for the day.
Ms Mosely said “The feedback has been very positive.
Our Senior School Support Team were able to cover a
range of topics and address all students’ concerns. BCS is
in a position to offer professional support for all our senior
students at every point in the school timetable.”

BCS Students in the Senior Study Hub 

BCS Mark Radburn in the SENIOR STUDY HUB at BCS  
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Community Representative
Heritage Advisory Committee
QPRC are calling for expressions of interest for a member of the
community to serve as a community representative on the QPRC
Heritage Advisory Committee.
The role of the QPRC Heritage Advisory Committee is to:

To provide a coordinated body representative of the
community and Council to give advice on heritage issues
pertaining to the local government area
Monitor the implementation of council’s heritage policy
Raise community awareness of heritage issues
Review funding submissions for access to Council’s heritage
fund.

Meetings are held on a six-weekly basis on a Thursday at 4.30pm,
with the location rotating between Queanbeyan and Braidwood.
Written expressions of interest outlining the skills applicants have
that could assist the Committee achieve its role and the Terms of
Reference(PDF, 86KB)  are welcome and should be marked
“Expression of Interest – QPRC Heritage Advisory Committee” and
addressed to Land-Use Planning, Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council, PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 or emailed to
landuseadmin@qprc.nsw/gov.au.
Nominations must be received by Council by 5.00pm on Monday
19 February 2024

Have your say on the  Jerrabomberra Pump Track
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council is seeking ideas for the
Jerrabomberra Pump Track.
‘After listening to the community, we’re going back to the drawing
board on the Jerrabomberra Pump Track,’ Mayor Kenrick
Winchester said. ‘We want to find the best location for a beginner
to intermediate pump track for young people in Jerrabomberra.’
‘We have had a lot of interest from the community in this project
and Council has asked staff to do further investigation and speak
with the community to explore all possible locations within
Jerrabomberra.’
‘We are inviting Jerrabomberra residents to join us at one of three
workshops at the Jerrabomberra Community Centre. All the
sessions will be the same and will give residents an opportunity to
explore locations for the site, discuss what you think the site
needs and any optional extras you would love to see included.’
Session details

Wednesday 14 February – 3.30pm-5.00pm
Thursday 15 February – 7.00pm-8.30pm
Saturday 17 February – 2.30pm-3.30pm

Jerrabomberra Community Centre, 25-31 The Parkway,
Jerrabomberra
After the in-person workshops, there will be an online feedback
option for those unable to attend the sessions.
Find out more and register for the sessions at
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/jerrabomberra-pump-track 

Council launches Towards
2042 consultation
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council want to hear
your ideas for the future of our region.
This year we are looking back at our plan from 2021 and
asking you to tell us how things have changed, and what
should stay the same, as we head Towards 2042.
We will be supporting community discussions where you
can tell us your aspirations and priorities for our local
government area into the future.
Each council in NSW must review its Community Strategic
Plan every 4 years and the updated plan will guide the
actions of council and other agencies.
After the September 2024 election Council will use the new
Community Strategic Plan to develop a Delivery Program
which responds to the community’s feedback within a four-
year work plan.
“This is a great opportunity to share your ideas and
influence our future. It’s your chance to think about what
you, your friends, family, and the wider community will need
to grow and thrive towards 2042,” Mayor Kenrick
Winchester said.
“When we spoke to the community about this in 2021, we
received wide-spread feedback that showed the strengths
of our local government area and highlighted where the
community wanted to move into the future.
“I encourage everyone to get involved during February and
March and to have their say. You can share your thoughts
in different ways, including an online or hard copy survey,
visiting a pop-up stall, completing a discussion guide with
your local community group, and for our younger residents,
creative drawing kits,” Cr Winchester said.
“We all aspire for a better future. Towards 2042 allows us to
consider what we love about where we live, what we’d like
our future to look like, and how we will get there. Together,
we can document a future vision that respects our unique
local area and lifestyle.”
Towards 2042 asks the local community some key
questions so that we can review our Community Strategic
Plan and makes sure it is an accurate representation of our
future.
Council is helping get the word out and preparing the plan,
but this is a community plan. This means that all kinds of
organisations, community groups, and state agencies are
responsible for making sure it happens.
The consultation period is open between 1 February and 15
March 2024.
For more information on how to get involved, visit the
Council’s Towards 2042 page at yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/3/council/council-business/terms-of-reference/tor-heritage-advisory-committee.pdf
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/3/council/council-business/terms-of-reference/tor-heritage-advisory-committee.pdf
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/jerrabomberra-pump-track
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/update-towards-2024-csp
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PLANT OF THE MONTH
Zantedeschia   (Arum lily)

Native to southern and eastern Africa
Strong growing tuberous perennials
Consisting of evergreen and deciduous types
Grows to 60cm tall
Leaves are glossy green, arrow shaped. Some are spotted 
Flowers come in many colours with a central yellow spadix
Prefers sun or some shade
Propagate from division in late winter 

What to do in the garden for February
 

Lift Tulips and Dutch Iris for storage in a cool dry place
Tie Dahlias and tall Chrysanthemums
Dead head Rhododendrons, Camelias and Azaleas, mulch
and feed
Sow seeds of annuals for planting out in April
This humid weather promoted black spot - spray if
necessary
Remove weeds before they seed
Obtain spring flowering bulbs
Sow seeds of Asian Greens, Radish , Spinach and Turnips
Remove vegetable plants as they finish cropping
Apply liquid fertilizer fortnightly to vegetables
Remove excess growth from Apples and Pears
Trim Lavender and Rosemary
Take semi hardwood cuttings and keep moist Zantedeschia (Arum lily)
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EPA’s capitulation to Forestry
Corporation puts Greater Gliders on
a fast track to extinction
South East Forest Rescue
The NSW Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has just
amended the logging rules so that Forestry Corporation
NSW (FCNSW) no longer has to look for the dens of the
Endangered Greater glider before it logs an area. This
despite for months saying they were working on
amendments to improve the survey requirements for
gliders after FCNSW admitted they looked for the nocturnal
species during the day.

Conservation group South East Forest Rescue (SEFR) has
over the last few months been finding Greater Glider den
trees that FCNSW has failed to find. One of these surveys
resulted in a 40 day Stop work Order being issued to
FCNSW in Flat Rock State Forest in November and being
extended in December for another 40 days. 

On Monday SEFR sent a new report to the EPA after finding
another 4 den trees with Greater Gliders and sighting a
further 9. Rather than issue another Stop Work Order the
EPA has instead said to Forestry don’t bother looking for
anymore.
 
“This is an outrageous outcome by the EPA who are meant
to be looking after our Endangered species. They will now
be complicit in the extinction of Greater Gliders” said Scott
Daines from SEFR. “It’s a complete regulatory failure and an
abrogation of their duty to protect gliders.”
 
“For months we have been showing FCNSW and the EPA
that if you put the effort in you will find den trees. It is
obvious now that FCNSW doesn’t want to find den trees
and now the EPA has capitulated to FCNSW” said Scott
Daines “Leaving a few extra habitat trees per hectare will
not protect gliders and claiming this is a good result is
astonishing.”
 
“Chris Minns and Penny Sharpe need to step in and fix this
debacle that the EPA and Forestry have caused or be
forever known as the Premier and Environment Minister
that wiped out Greater Gliders.” said Scott Daines

‘EPA announces new protections for
endangered Southern Greater
Gliders’
NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA)
Endangered Southern Greater Gliders across the east
coast of NSW will be better protected under NSW
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) amendments to
forestry rules that will protect more hollow-bearing trees
in operations where gliders are present.
From 9 February, changes to the Coastal Integrated
Forestry Operations Approval (CIFOA) protocols will
come into effect, requiring Forestry Corporation of NSW
(FCNSW) to meet new protection requirements for
southern greater gliders.
EPA Chief Executive Officer, Tony Chappel said the
change was a significant step-forward in the long-term
protection of gliders as well as other native animals
reliant on hollow-bearing trees such as possums, owls
and parrots.
“This change means that instead of depending on
unreliable point in time surveys to find the habitat of the
gliders, we will assume the species is present and
conserve their habitat,” Mr Chappel said.
“This ensures the critical habitats of some of our most
endangered and much-loved native animals are
protected.
“We have reviewed extensive research, sought expert
views and believe this change strikes the right balance,
resulting in significant ecological and regulatory
improvement to the current arrangements.
“We have also consulted FCNSW to ensure any potential
timber supply impacts are known and managed.
“If non-compliances with these new conditions are found,
the EPA will not hesitate to take appropriate regulatory
action to ensure greater gliders are being protected in
forestry operations.”
The changes can be found on the EPA website here
The new CIFOA requirements include:
A 50-metre exclusion zone around known recorded
locations of greater glider dens.
Protection of extra greater glider trees in addition to
existing hollow bearing and giant tree requirements:
Six trees per hectare greater than 80cm in diameter in
high greater glider density areas, in addition to the eight
hollow bearing trees currently required to be protected.
Four trees per hectare greater than 50cm in diameter in
lower density areas, in addition to the eight hollow
bearing trees currently required to be protected.
The retention of additional hollows and future hollow-
bearing trees in areas where greater gliders are less likely
to occur.
Greater glider trees must prioritise hollows (especially
ones with evidence of use) where they exist.
Undertaking of a monitoring program to ensure the
ongoing effectiveness of these new rules for greater
gliders.
A new map that shows where these different greater
glider areas occur.
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The NSW Government is set to introduce reforms to help
restore public trust and improve public integrity,
transparency, and accountability.
The reform package will include amendments to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act 1988 to
make it a legislative requirement for the Government to
respond to recommendations of the Independent
Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) directed to the
Government.
The NSW Government is also moving to address
recommendations made by the ICAC in Operation Witney
and Operation Keppel.
Operation Witney was an investigation into the former
Member for Drummoyne and allegations concerning
improper influence and breach of public trust.
In response to the investigation’s findings, a draft regulation
will be tabled in Parliament proposing to:

expand the interests required to be disclosed by
Members of Parliament
require Members to disclose new matters including
conflicts of interest
require all Members to make disclosures on an ongoing
basis instead of periodically, for publication on the NSW
Parliament website.

The draft regulation, if made, will implement
recommendations 1 and 4 of the Operation Witney report
and bring NSW into line with the disclosure obligations in
other Australian jurisdictions, including the Commonwealth.
The Government intends to introduce the proposed
changes on 1 July 2024 after consultation with relevant
Parliamentary Committees.
In response to Operation Keppel, which concerned the
former Member for Wagga Wagga, the Government will
amend the preamble to the NSW Ministerial Code of
Conduct to include principles and guiding values
recommended by the ICAC.
Further reforms include guidelines for the preparation and
funding of business cases in respect of grant applications
by non-government entities, and boosting education
programs to ensure Ministers are aware of their integrity
obligations.
 The package of reforms reaffirms the Government’s
commitment to the highest standards of integrity. This
builds upon recent announcements including a ban on
political parties accepting donations from clubs which have
gaming machines and the tightening of government grant
regulations.
Premier Chris Minns said  “Restoring trust in government is
of the highest priority and we’re pleased to build on our
integrity reform agenda.
“It’s critical that our expectations of every minister and every
member is made clear.
“The people of NSW need to have faith that politicians and
elected officials are acting in the public interest. That faith is
central to a working and healthy democracy.”
Special Minister of State John Graham said:
“There is no place for corrupt conduct in our Parliament and
these reforms ensure every MP knows the rules and is held
to the highest standard.
“We will continue to back in our independent integrity
agencies and be unapologetic about responding decisively
to their recommendations for the good of our state.

State of Australia’s Regions Report Released
The Australian Government has released the 2024 State of
Australia’s Regions report.
This new report showcases data and insights on key issues
and opportunities impacting Australia’s regions – further
building the evidence base that supports our commitment to
targeted and coordinated regional investment that works
better for people and regions.
In line with the Government’s Regional Investment
Framework, which emphasises the importance of listening and
responding to the voices, knowledge and priorities of regional
Australians, the 2024 report focuses on contemporary and
pressing issues as identified at the local level, including:
·  ensuring regional workforces are positioned to meet the
needs of today and tomorrow
·   promoting the economic aspirations, cultures and
languages of First Nations people
·   supporting places with amenity, services and economic
opportunities
·   collaboratively addressing issues like housing availability
and affordability and access to quality early childhood
education and care,
·    preparing for, responding to, and recovering from disasters,
and
·   responding to challenges and opportunities as we transition
to a net zero emissions future.

The report also provides a snapshot of Australian Government
initiatives and investments that are strengthening the
productivity, liveability and sustainability of regional Australia,
such as the Growing Regions Program, regional Precincts and
Partnership Program and Better Connectivity Plan for
Regional and Rural Australia.
The report contributes to the Government’s extensive suite of
in-depth regional data tools and products, including the
Regional Data Hub, the Progress in Australian Regions and
Cities Dashboard, the new Measuring What Matters
framework, and the broad variety of data available from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.
To read the full report, visit
www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-
australia/state-australias-regions-report.

NSW Government introduces
integrity reforms

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-australia/regional-investment-framework
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-australia/regional-investment-framework
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-australia/state-australias-regions-report
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-australia/state-australias-regions-report
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NSW Government commitment to
tackle skills shortage
The NSW Government is continuing to reskill the State with
applications now open for the NSW Public Sector
Apprentices and Trainees Program, delivering on the
Government’s commitment to employ 1000 extra
apprentices.
The $93.5 million investment, committed during the state
election, will provide an opportunity for up to 1,000
apprentices and trainees to join more than 30 government
agencies and state-owned corporations.
Under the former government the NSW skills sector was
undervalued and neglected, which lead to a 33 per cent
decline in apprenticeship and traineeship commencements
since 2011.
But the NSW Labor Government understands how important
a strong vocational education system is for skills and training
in NSW.
With broad skills shortages across the State, apprentices and
traineeships provide a unique mix of on-the-job training with
formal study that makes them vital additions to the future
NSW workforce.
Under this program specific industries which have significant
skills shortages, including in transport, electricity, water, IT,
and cyber security will be targeted.
Over three years of training, until June 2026, successful
applicants will be able to:
·    Earn and learn on the job;
·    Have access to excellent career opportunities and
industry experience;
·    Gain support from highly experienced and skilled industry
professionals;
·    Build hands-on, practical experience; and
·    Earn nationally recognised qualifications.
Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education Steve Whan
said “The NSW Labor Government is directly tackling the
skills shortage by investing in and training the next
generation of workers to build a highly skilled and resilience
workforce.
“We’re not just plugging gaps; we’re launching careers. If
you’re a recent high school graduate or an adventurer
seeking a new path, you should seize this opportunity and
make the most of it.
“If you are a recent high school graduate, or if you’re
considering a new career, I strongly encourage you to you to
apply and become and apprentice or trainee in the public
service.
“Today’s investment in apprentices and trainees is
tomorrow’s investment in a thriving NSW economy.
Apprentices and trainees will gain on-the-job work
experience and emerge with a nationally recognised
qualification that will absolutely broaden their career
opportunities.
The program will also position the NSW public sector as a
leader in the employment of apprentices and trainees as we
build capacity within our own agencies.”
There are more than 50 qualifications available in the
program with more than half of the roles based regionally.
To learn more about the initiative and register interest, visit
The 1,000 NSW Public Sector Apprentices and Trainees
Program | NSW Government

Safety first as NSW public schools trial
new purpose-built AI tool for students
A new purpose-built generative artificial intelligence
(AI) app designed by the NSW Department of Education
will begin to be trialled this term in 16 NSW public
schools.
The app, called NSWEduChat, is built for use in
education and suitable for school-aged children, unlike
many commercially available AI apps.
Designed to be safe and ethical for use in schools,
NSWEduChat is also directly relevant and appropriate
for NSW classrooms, in line with key principles outlined
in the Australian Framework for Generative Artificial
Intelligence in Schools, which all Education Ministers
agreed to in October.  
Staff and students from 16 NSW public schools – 10
high schools, four primary schools, one School for
Specific Purposes and one Environmental Education
Centre – will participate in the trial of NSWEduChat
over the first two terms of 2024.
Teachers will decide how they use the tool in their
classrooms and students will also have access to the
app via the department’s student portal.
Trial participants will receive assistance and support
from subject matter experts, professional learning and
technical resources and a virtual staffroom. 
The trial will be monitored and reviewed with the results
to help inform the future direction of AI in NSW public
schools. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/vocational/vet-programs/nsw-public-sector-apprentices-trainees-program
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/vocational/vet-programs/nsw-public-sector-apprentices-trainees-program


Edward Neeman (piano) and David Pereira (cello). Photo by Peter Hislop

    News for Braidwood & the district  

Page  13           7th February 2024 Braidwood Bugle Arts

By Anne Sanders
Braidwood Concert Series launches the 2024 Summer/Autumn
program with the return of Chamber Philharmonia Cologne (after an
absence of 4 years) this SATURDAY 10th February, 6pm at St Andrews
Anglican Church, Braidwood. Tickets are $45 adults, $40 concessions
and $35 for students and children. These can be purchased online:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1153325 , or at the
Braidwood Newsagency or at the door on Saturday from 5pm and
CASH is definitely welcome.
There has been confusion with incorrect starting times, which has now
been corrected and for which the Cologne organisation sincerely
apologises. If anyone has purchased a ticket from the Braidwood
Newsagency which states 7pm, please correct it to 6pm, or seek a
refund if this is not convenient. 
There are 5 performances from February to May, covering a variety of
musical styles, and all of exceptional quality. All post boxes within the
Braidwood and villages region will receive a Braidwood Concert Series
flyer over the next week with full details of the forthcoming
performances. And keep a look out for flyers and posters in a number
of the Braidwood eateries.
The second February concert is a Grand Piano dedication
performance on Sunday 18th February from 2pm. St Andrews Anglican
Church has purchased a wonderful pre-owned ¾ grand piano from
ANU School of Music professor of composition, Ken Lampl. To
celebrate the handover, ANU School of Music colleagues; renowned
cellist David Pereira and pianist Edward Neeman will be performing one
of Ken Lampl’s original works composed during the COVID lockdown,
Mirrored from Far Away. They will be accompanied by the musical
Lukin family: Brendon on organ, Cath as soprano and Dominic on tuba.
The tickets are only $25 and can be pre-purchased online:
https://events.humanitix.com/grand-piano-dedication-concert or on
sale at the door at St Andrews Anglican Church from 1.30pm and again
CASH is welcome.
The third concert is a major first for Braidwood. In partnership with
Music in the Regions, who tour metropolitan classical ensembles to
regional New South Wales, the virtuosic Ensemble Offspring will be
performing their Australian composers’ commissioned series
‘Songbirds’ at the Braidwood Uniting Church on Saturday 2 March,
2pm. Music in the Regions General Manager, Ian Whitney, said: “I’m
excited to tour one of Australia’s leading new music ensembles to
towns I’ve gotten to know over the past two years. This is a beautiful
concert that explores a fascinating question: is birdsong music?”
Tickets are $35 adults, $30 concessions and under 18s free and can be
pre-purchased online: https://events.humanitix.com/ensemble-
offspring-songbirds-braidwood or on sale at the door on the day from
1.30pm. Seating is limited so get in quick!!

Follow Braidwood Concert Series News facebook page for regular
updates and if you’re interested to know more or would like to be put
on the mailing list, please contact the Concert Co-ordinator:
artwork123@icloud.com. And a huge thank you to Braidwood Bugle for
their fabulous support over the years.

Braidwood Concert Series BRAG NEWS 
Basket weaving with foraged fibres
A one-day workshop with Kirrily Jordan
Sunday 17th March, 10am - 3pm
Kirrily Jordan will be presenting a workshop for beginners
and intermediate weavers, showing all the techniques you
need to produce a beautiful tiny basket during the class.
Open mic night
Come along to Open Mic Night #3 on Friday 22nd March
from 7pm!  Past highlights include a diverse range of
entertainments from comedy to chanson, poetry to piano
music. If you'd like to join in, just put your name on the board,
or you can sit back on the lounge with a drink and see what
comes up.    Restaurant pop-up for the evening TBA!
Regular Classes and Groups at the Arts Centre
Check the BRAG website or timetable on the noticeboard for
details of various classes and groups, and contact the
instructor with any queries.  Life Drawing Group has resumed
for the year. Everyone is welcome to join in and we'd love to
see you. Next session is the last Saturday of March!
 Check with us on our discounted hire fees for members if
you're thinking of running a class or group

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1153325
https://events.humanitix.com/grand-piano-dedication-concert
https://events.humanitix.com/ensemble-offspring-songbirds-braidwood
https://events.humanitix.com/ensemble-offspring-songbirds-braidwood
mailto:artwork123@icloud.com
https://bragart.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e101c01ffb0f7e82f3dfa5f83&id=52ba5e38d4&e=2691a8fc82
https://bragart.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e101c01ffb0f7e82f3dfa5f83&id=4897fdc23d&e=2691a8fc82
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Rebus Theatre and Project Alchemy Present
Alchemy
An exhibition which captures the ‘golden’ moments of the journey of 15 artist’s as
they heal hearts and weave magic through a network of arts-based projects in
response to the Black Summer Fires.
Official opening: 6.00-8.00pm Friday 23 February
 Exhibition dates: Sat 24 Feb - Sun 17 March
 Opening times: Friday 5.30pm-8.00pm, Sat-Sun 10.00am-3.00pm
The Queanbeyan Hive Gallery, 274 Crawford Street, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
https://rebustheatre.com/projectalchemy/alchemy-exhibition/

‘Alchemy’ is the final coming together of the 15 Project Alchemy artists who have
worked together for the last year on a series of cross disciplinary arts projects to
build community connection across south-east Australia.
The project is facilitated by award winning Canberra based Rebus Theatre and has
taken place in Bega Valley Shire, Eurobodalla Shire, East Gippsland, Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Council, and the ACT with three artists selected from each
region. 
In November 2022 Rebus led its first of 2 residencies for the artists to heal their
own trauma from the Black Summer Fires, and to develop skills and networks to
further the possibility of trauma informed practice and arts-led economic recovery.
Following on from the second residency in early 2023, artists have developed their
organisational, artistic and leadership skills by working individually and in
collaboration on projects. Their projects were creative and diverse with a focus on
bringing about increased hopefulness and enhancing community spirit.
Projects have included community dances and movement jams, wonder walks
through fire devesated properties, eco dying, printmaking, lantern, music and
chromatogram workshops, cosplay tree planting, music and dance performances
and visual art exhibitions. As well as running their own projects our artists have
partnered with a range of festivals sharing their creative projects with audiences at
The Daring Festival of Possibilities (Bega Valley Shire), River of Arts Festival (Bega
Valley Shire) and Lakes Lights Festival (East Gippsland). 
Project Alchemy artist Michele Grimston shares her experience.  “This opportunity
has been so powerful for me. I feel like it has allowed me to explore my practice in a
new way, and to understand more deeply how supporting my own artistic practice
and need to create can open up deeper spaces for me to support others in turn.”
A participant in one of Michele’s workshops shared… “I’ve had such a beautiful day
and such a restorative experience. Thank you so much for providing this space to
come together and simultaneously be with ourselves. I’m so thrilled to have shared
this space with everyone and with my new skill”.
Examples of community works created during Michelles breathing space residency
including a few small embroidered works and a larger collaborative piece will be on
display in the exhibition. 
For Cecile Galiazzo, her project Wonder Walks were an opportunity to bring
together friends and others from across the QPRC region and ACT, to walk and talk
and share and to see first hand the regeneration of the bush that was fire-affected.
She reflects that this has given her a ‘re-appreciation’ of the value of diversity of our
community and landscapes and that they have been an inspiration that will
continue to feed her arts practice.
A couple of concertina art books showcasing the drawing and painting taken
during the walks will be on display during the exhibition along with a long string of
prayer flags made from her eco-dying workshops.
After losing her studio and her lifes work Project Alchemy artist Sue Norman
reflects… “At last, I’m living in the beautiful new home created from the ashes of my
Kiah studio. For me, it is work to find my feet in the waves of grief coming at me from
the wider knowledge of the government’s intransigence despite even more dire
warnings from the IPCC…. I’m avidly learning about trauma to understand how it
works and how to teach our brains resilience; how we can buffer those
overwhelming emotions to be as effective as possible in this time of need”.

After seeking help from a bushfire counsellor, Sue
started working with that counsellor on a public
education project to present information about
understanding trauma and the brain in an accessible
way to volunteers and others working with people
struggling with life’s challenges since the fire. She has
produced an illustrated handbook for understanding
trauma and the brain with Colleen Weir called Nye on
the River of Life which will available for free during the
exhibition.
This rich, multimedia exhibition will showcase the
artists personal journeys as well as their collaborative
work and reach to their own communites. It will leave
you touched with the profound difference that
Project Alchemy has brought about for the artists as
well as the hundreds of participants in the
communities they have worked in.
Those who can make it to the official opening will get
a chance to meet some of the artists who will be
performing dance, music and poetry readings. 
Project Alchemy is made possible thanks to funding
from the Australian Government for the Black
Summer Bushfire Grant Program. Rebus is also
supported by Ainslie and Gorman Arts Centres and
the ACT Government. 

Cecile Galiazzo's Wonder Walks - Sue Cox plein air
Worramunga
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Wendy McMahon-Bell has enriched various aspects of Braidwood
life for over 20 years. She has performed in many successful stage
productions and theatre restaurant shows in the Southern
Highlands and Braidwood, participated in some highly entertaining
concerts, as well as in two wonderful interpretations of Alan
Bennett’s monologues. Wendy has also been writing poems for over
30 years, most of them during her time in Braidwood.
Join us on Sunday February 25, to hear Wendy present a selection
of her poems – they will bring tears to your eyes, tears of laughter
and of emotion. Wendy’s poems will take you through the whole
gamut of feelings evoked by everyday experiences, great and small.
We guarantee a most enjoyable and memorable afternoon.
In 2021 the Australian Government ended the offshore processing
deal with PNG leaving the PNG Government with full responsibility
for Manus Island refugees remaining in the country. Manus Island
refugees in Port Moresby have been denied money, food, transport,
and security.They don’t really fit into society in Moresby because
protection comes from the One Tok clan system to which they don’t
belong. They are less safe than anyone in one of the most
dangerous cities in the world.
Hussain is a refugee who has spent 10 years in PNG having arrived
on Christmas Island from Pakistan. He now has a partner, two young
children and another on the way.Hussain and his family are
desperately in need of help, and we are hoping that our generous
Braidwood community will contribute by supporting this event.
Sponsored by St Bede’s Ecumenical Social Justice Group

‘A HOT BRICK UNDER MY COLD FEET’
An Afternoon Poetry Reading with Wendy McMahon-Bell

2:00pm, Sunday February 25th February
Old Sunday School Hall, 68 Wilson Street, Braidwood
Fundraiser for Hussain, one of 80 refugees still suffering in
Port Moresby after the closing of Manus Island.  Donations
appreciated

Canberra based multi-disciplinary artist Robyn
Campbell will open an exhibition of new works at
Suki & Hugh Gallery, Bungendore on Saturday 10
February, 3-5pm.
The exhibition entitled Surface & Form showcases works
in ceramic, glass and drawing in Robyn’s trademark style –
contemporary clean lines and bold forms. Using surface
texture to represent topical features of the land, Robyn
shows her tremendous technical abilities.
The ceramic wall pieces are reminiscent of large river
pebbles in organic, rounded shapes. Blackening and
carving into the surface adds another layer of landscape
suggesting grassland and topography.
The hand-built table-based sculptures are confident and
curvy forms that distinctly represent the hills and alpine
areas of and around the ACT and Southeast corner or
NSW. These works offer an escape for the mind and eye
evoking a journey through nature with views and valleys.
Initially trained in glass at the School of Art, ANU Robyn
completed a residency at the Canberra Glassworks in
2023. Her return to glass following time exploring clay has
shown that her visual language can translate across
various mediums at a high level.
In Surface & Form the artist will also show a small number
of framed charcoal drawings. 
Robyn Campbell works in both glass and ceramics. She
studied Glass at the Canberra School of Art, Australian
National University, under the tuition of Klaus Moje,
Stephen Proctor and Elizabeth McClure. 

Untitled by Robyn Campbell, hand built ceramic, 2024

A technical study of landscape by Robyn Campbell

After graduating in 1993, Robyn established a studio in Canberra
and exhibited widely, both nationally and internationally. She was
commissioned to create public artworks, taught part-time at the
Australian National University and contributed to the arts
community in a variety of roles.
A three-month fellowship at the Creative Glass Centre of America
in 1995 gave Robyn the opportunity to focus on casting
sculptures on a larger scale direct from a glass furnace. This time
was formative and underpinned the development of her work
over the following years.
Opening drinks with the artist will be held on Saturday 10
February 2024, 3-5pm. All welcome. An online catalogue will be
available. 
For further information and inquiries please contact Susan at Suki
and Hugh Gallery.
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Steve Kilbey 
THE CHURCH Singles
18 February 2024 7:00PM National Theatre Braidwood, 
A$39.79
Steve Kilbey Sings and Plays THE CHURCH Singles hits
(and quite a few narrow misses). Aided only by his 12 string
Guild jumbo, Steve Kilbey sings, plays and reimagines the
first twenty years of THE CHURCH.
You are selecting tickets for Sunday 18 February 2024 at
7:00PM.
Steve Kilbey is finally looking back, not in anger, but in
fondness, upon those early years of THE CHURCH as they
stumbled around Australia, Europe and the USA, a hummin'
and a strummin'. Stripped down to a single acoustic guitar,
and the bare bones of the songs revealed, the words and
music take on new unexpected meanings. Kilbey's ongoing
patter and banter fleshes out the stories behind the songs
we all know and love. Filled with avaricious managers,
dissolute musicians and the roar of the greasepaint and the
smell of the crowd, his tales are at once hilarious and yet
regretful. Including 'Unguarded Moment', 'Almost With You',
'Under The Milky Way' etc. etc.
 This show, that takes in all the big hits as well as many near
misses, is the divine comedy and the divine tragedy
wrapped up in an unforgettable evening.

TICKETS 
https://circlemusic.iwannaticket.com.au/event/steve-kilbey-
the-church-singles-MzA2NjM

Steve Kilby 

https://circlemusic.iwannaticket.com.au/event/steve-kilbey-the-church-singles-MzA2NjM
https://circlemusic.iwannaticket.com.au/event/steve-kilbey-the-church-singles-MzA2NjM
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Anglican Parish

Mystical experience
Transfiguration Sunday is a day when we
read about a strange - perhaps
frightening - thing that happened to
Jesus before he went to Jerusalem to
suffer and to die upon the cross.
Mystical experience is very much a part
of our faith as it lies at the root of much
that we believe. There are spiritual
things, spiritual realities beyond our
understanding. The Transfiguration of
Jesus is definitely one of these.
Remember, this the crux of the matter:
the test of faith is not our experience of,
or our knowledge of, invisible spiritual
realities, but in whether we bear fruit that
is pleasing to God. Living the fruit of the
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control, for example.
There are angels. There is a resurrection.
Miracles still occur and prayers still
reach the ear of God. God still speaks -
in dreams and in visions - and through
his Word. Yet despite the evidence that
there are real but invisible and
untouchable forces all around us, many
people refuse to believe in God because
they cannot see him; and of those who
do believe, there are many who refuse to
believe that God can do anything out of
the ordinary. 
There are many things, my friends, that
we can't see, many things that we can't
touch, which are real and powerful.
However, Church teaching has placed
too little emphasis on the heart for too
many years. The result is confusion and
the rise of charlatans and cheats who
mislead those who suspect that there is
more to the world than meets the eye.
A friend wandering into Handel's room
found the composer in tears. He was
finishing the last notes of the "Hallelujah
Chorus”. "I did think, while writing this",
Handel exclaimed to his friend, "That I
saw heaven before me, and our great
God Himself."
What do you make of an experience
such as Handel reported? Did he really
see heaven? Did the disciples really see
Jesus in glory? What difference did this
make to their lives?
Rev Des McGuire
Join us this coming SUNDAY 11th
February, 10am at St Andrews Anglican
Church, Elrington St, Braidwood for a
service of Holy Communion, followed by
a welcoming cuppa and chat. Check out
our Facebook page: Anglican Parish of
Braidwood for updates. Parish contacts:
0497 486 233 email:
admin@braidwoodanglican.org.au 

Correction 
In my last piece, I invited you
to explore the ancient text of
Jonah with the folk at Uniting.
Ancient times, ancient places,
ancient wisdom that
surprisingly can still pack a
punch and is still interesting.
However, I told you that this
would be a focus for us in the
month of June. It’s one thing
to have a “seniors’ moment”
on your own or with your
immediate family, it’s quite
another when it becomes a
matter of public record. I’m
quite embarrassed and I only
wish I could say that this was
an uncharacteristic a slip. A
friend recommended a movie
recently. I rarely watch movies
but thought I’d try for my
friend. To my surprise while I
was still waiting for the story
line to become coherent, the
end credits started rolling!
What was it all about? Was it
the movie or my head that
lives in a fog? I saw my Mum
suffer through many years of
dementia and so the thought
of death is only mildly
concerning, the prospect of
dementia for me is truly scary
– not that I can do much
about it I guess.
I should have said our
excursion through the book of
Jonah begins in February!
We’ve already begun this
adventure. You are warmly
invited to Uniting for the
remaining Sundays in
February. I’m sharing this
month’s teaching with
Stephen, our much-loved
Radio Church man (every
Sunday at 6 pm on Braidwood
FM). Stephen is a water
scientist but also a competent
biblical scholar. He loves the
old text of Jonah and he’ll be
teaching week 2 and week 4. 
A little girl looked to be
entirely on her own and was
found bewildered in the Gaza
strip recently. Someone asked
her, “Are you Muslim, Christian
or Jewish”. “I’m hungry” was
her reply.
The ancient text of Jonah is
about loving your enemy. It’s
about giving your enemy a fair
deal. It’s about how the love of
God has no national
boundaries. Timely eh?
grahamlong@mac.com

Braidwood Uniting 

ChurchReflection on the Gospel of Mark 1:40-45 by
GPBS 6/2/24
A Dwelling Apart
Here’s something curious: the leper and Jesus
trade places in this story. At first, it’s the leper
who’s forced into the wild by communal dread of
his disease. In the end, it’s Jesus who must retreat
to the desert to avoid the crush of crowds brought
on by publicity.
Biblical desert is a land of many facets. Literally, it’s
a place where life is challenging and death is near.
Theologically, it’s the domain of the devil, where
temptation roams free. Both physical and spiritual
realities of the desert made it a place to avoid
when possible. To be sentenced to live there, with
lepers and other outlaws, was a lonely and
dangerous existence.
Yet Jesus, we know, often chose the desert. The
Spirit first drove him there to test himself against
the devil. Later, Jesus often returned there to pray
and gather strength. Because he tamed the desert
at the start of his journey, it was no longer a land of
danger for Jesus, but a refuge. In the same way,
we can surrender the desert terrain of our lives to
the Spirit’s authority, and let it be transformed into
a sacred place.
Where are the desert areas in your life? How can
they be transformed?
Pray - To one who is ill Jesus said: I choose to
make you well. To those who suffer in our world,
God says: You are my beloved ones; I know that I
am with you and your suffering will not last forever.
To the place of pain in our lives, God says: You
may weep now but joy will come in the morning.
May God’s healing touch cover us and comfort us
in this time and always. Amen.
Ponder - Find a place apart where you can sit in
stillness or walk in solitude. Bring nothing with you
and don’t “fill up” the time and space with an
agenda. Wait for Jesus to come and join you. 
Kids’ Corner - Jesus stretched out his hand,
touched him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made
clean.” (Mark 1: 41)
In this week’s Gospel, a man asks Jesus to heal
him of his leprosy. Jesus sees his strong faith and
responds. What a moment it must have been for
the man to hear Jesus’ words, feel Jesus’ touch
and see his own skin, clear and no longer covered
with sores. Not everyone who comes to Jesus for
healing has a disease like this man’s. Some of us
have hurts on the inside. We have worries. We
have sins. But we have faith in Jesus. Like this
man, we ask Jesus for healing. Try it today.
Jesus, help me bring all my concerns to you.
Amen.
Ash Wednesday: the school have set their
Opening school liturgy and Ash Wednesday
ceremony to be held at St Bede’s Church at
10:30am on Wednesday February 14 so we no
longer need to arrange our own service.
Parishioners, Parents, carers and grandparents are
most welcome to join with the school to celebrate
the liturgy and to receive the ashes. 
The Braidwood Show Society needs volunteers
to help on any days from Wednesday 28th to
Sunday 3rd March. Many roles whereby you can
help. Call Di on 4847 5095
Weekend Mass: Saturdays at 6pm.

St Bede’s Parish

mailto:admin@braidwoodanglican.org.au
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         To me, it’s a simple choice – the tram or the hospital?
         Regular readers will recall those unhappy nine hours I
reported in July when advised by my GP to attend the
Canberra Hospital’s Emergency Department for a possible clot
in the heart. I suspect they’ll know which hand I’ll raise.

 For the uninitiated, having arrived at 5pm, I waited the usual
four hours among the chaos before admission to the ED ward.
And there I languished among the plastic cubicles, half-
dressed and half-gowned, while the machines that go “ping!’
played their torturous chimes, and the neglected woman in
the next cubicle gradually dissolved into heart-rending tears.

         Time adopts a new identity in an ED ward, especially
when the “pings” are out of tune. It staggers forward then
stops, reverses, and tries again, this time slipping sideways and
spinning till the “pings” unite, then starts the fandango all over
again.

         By 1am she had reached the end of her tether and
escaped untreated. I followed an hour and fifteen minutes
later when the ‘bed manager’ had still not found a cot for my
admission to a treatment ward. And there, I hoped, I could put
the experience behind me.

         Alas, it has proved impossible. It turns out that while my
heart was clot-free the ordeal to my then weakened state –
physical and mental – produced a ‘setback’ in my underlying
COPD condition. The term describes the progressive descent
of the symptoms – breathlessness, exhaustion, depression –
toward the almost inevitable heart attack that finally
extinguishes our brief candle.
         One of the indictors became immediately apparent – a
swelling of the ankles that signals heart failure, for which the
best treatment is exercise and the occasional diuretic. That’s
partly why we bought a Unit with its own pool; but it’s not
designed for the seemingly endless winter of 2023! 

Almost as frustrating was the mental cloud that formed
around what had previously been my concept of the
caring sanctuary of a hospital. This – in a nicer location
– was the source of our greatest joy: the birth of our
two sons, Robbie and Ben. And like most Canberrans
we mourned its tragic passing when Chief Minister Kate
Carnell made her one great mistake. 

But that terrible implosion is long passed. The Barr-
Rattenbury Government’s mismanagement of its
horrible successor was now a clear and present danger
in my mind, even though I knew deep down that its
staffers were kindly and conscientious. The compulsory
post-operative visits there loomed like advancing
nightmares. The breathlessness, I suspect, was as much
mental as physical. But that didn’t make it easier to
bear, especially for a loving wife-cum-carer with her
own natural concerns in the aging process.

Happily, a lifetime’s devotion to authorship stepped in
as two major projects demanded my total dedication –
the biography of Charles Weston, the unheralded
creator of Canberra’s magnificent horticultural mantle;
and the final scenes of my play, The View from
Golgotha, set in the time and place of a great
expectation.

But even they could not still the anger that rose
whenever I looked back at the hospital starved for
funds that could at least have provided treatment for
my weeping neighbour in the plastic ED ward, and a
bed for myself in the extremis of despair.

 The outdated technology of a wildly expensive
tramway seems a very poor substitute. Instead, I have a
persistent vision of Mr Barr as Clark Gable in his famous
final line of Gone with the Wind: ‘Frankly my dear, I
don’t give a damn.’

robert@robertmacklin.com 

mailto:robert@robertmacklin.com
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Mick rubbed his chin and slid the schooner across to Bazza.

“Now… Bazza, I think it is appropriate we have a drink for

ScoMo. He is quitting the parliament and taking up a couple

of jobs. One as vice chair of security firm American Global

Strategies and another as a member of the United States

venture capital investor, DYNE Maritime’s, advisory board.”

Bazza rotated his schooner.

“Just the two jobs, Mick?” Crikey… he will have a day’s work

finished by lunch time.”

Mick sighed.

“Be a bit gracious, Bazza. In fact, he will be working with a

former Trump advisor with American Global Strategies and

with the United States presidential election this year, he

could be a man of influence.”

Bazza closed his eyes and rubbed his forehead.

“Well…I suppose he will end up throwing a bit of advice

Donald Trump’s way. It reminds me of a quote from former New

Zealand Prime Minister, Piggy Muldoon, who said ‘New

Zealanders who leave for Australia raise the IQ of both

countries.’”

A blank stare from Mick.

“You have completely lost me, Bazza. I am suggesting we just

raise a glass to ScoMo and wish him the best, in these new

roles.”

Bazza paused for a long moment, before reaching for his

schooner.

“In fact…I will raise a glass. Given ScoMo is leaving the

Australian Parliament and will probably end up throwing a

bit of advice Donald Trump’s way. Well…I reckon he will

single-handedly raise the honesty and integrity levels of

both countries.”

Mick scratched his head.

Have a beer with Bazza at john.longhurst59@gmail.com

 145 Adopt a pet this
month at the
Queanbeyan-Palerang
Animal Management
Facility
Have you been considering bringing a
pet into your family? Until 6 March you
can adopt a pet for a reduced price.
The Queanbeyan-Palerang Animal
Management Facility is full of animals in
need of a safe and caring home. We
seek to rehome all animals at the facility
that are not claimed by their owners.
Come and see the team at the Animal
Management Facility on Old Sydney
Road in Queanbeyan.
The facility is open Monday-Friday 8.30-
10.30am and 3-5pm and Saturday 1-
5pm. If you are unable to visit during the
above times, please call the team on
6285 6269 to make an appointment.
Head to www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Animal-
Adoption to see the animals currently
available for adoption or to learn more.
Be a responsible pet-parent and adopt
don’t shop this February!
The prices for undesexed animals
include a voucher for vaccination and
desexing at a local veterinary clinic.
Dogs
Undesexed: $250 (normally $445)
Desexed: $135 (normally $270)
Cats
Undesexed: $220 (normally $415)
Desexed: $100 (normally $185)

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/braidwoodbugle
http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Animal-Adoption
http://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Animal-Adoption
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Future Farmer
Growing tucker where they told him he couldn't, since the turn of the century

Basic Passive Land Hydration 
Another rain event blessed us this long,
hot, dry summer. The garden hasn’t
needed my attention except to munch,
and the growth from the Skywater is
amazing. The land hydration offered was
significant, if you had the systems in
place. Otherwise, the water probably left
your place quickly and took some of your
topsoil with it.

If you are like me, you were out in the rain
checking the waterflow. If you didn’t get
outside, the mulch and twigs riding in the
solution will leave you some telltale signs,
so check it out.

I touched on this in Ed 184. Water is led by
gravity and always falls downhill, even the
slightest slope will create running water.
Passive Land Hydration can only occur if
the earth is permeable and contact lasts
for an extended period. 

The might of water
As heavy rain runs down your slope it
picks up speed, and volume, creating an
unstoppable force. If the land has no
abatement systems like grass, reeds, fallen
trees or hedge rows the water will remove
topsoil, create erosion and deposit
sediment along the way. All the time trying
to find the fastest, simplest way downhill.

After the fires, our hills were devastated.
Fallen burnt trees everywhere. Topsoil
covered in ash. So, when the February
rains belted down, most of the ash and
topsoil ended up filling the dams at the
bottom of the hills. But not everywhere on
the property.

Fortunately, while we were extinguishing
spot fires, we were turning fallen logs on
contour. These simple ledges, starting at
the top of the system, created places for
sediment to get trapped and water to
soak. 

Where to start?
The top of the system is the best place to
start, the water can’t build up any speed
or power. It is easily stopped and spread
across the hill, before gently overflowing
into the next log ledge. The sediment
stayed behind and filled gaps creating a
small earth bank for water to soak and
nutrient to build. 

The logs are now hard to spot as the
grasses and groundcovers have
capitalised and smothered the space. The
areas of exposed rock are now becoming
somewhat colonised by grasses covering
the rocks in a living mulch, in turn creating
more topsoil. 

Strange things
I’ve been watching my neighbour remove all
the fallen timber from his hillside. The effort is
incredible. There are many large piles of
timber along the front of his property. If only
he had turned them on contour where they
laid.

I’m sure he will burn all that nutrient when
summer passes, just like men have done
before him. If he just burnt the piles at the
top of the hill, the land would receive some
benefit.

The chances of grass growing on the now
exposed rock is slim at best. If only he had
approached his block with a mindset to
protect his precious topsoil. 

All his toiling has removed resistance to
water flowing downhill. Landcare have a well-
established program of creating forests on
top of hills, so it’s strange to see the opposite
happening.

Keep the logs
Turning the logs, rather than removing them,
creates sediment traps on the hill. Fallen logs
and branches provide mulch, as described in
Ed 177, Eucalypts are masters at it. Wet logs
create better habitat for microbes and fungi
to decompose the carbon and create more
topsoil. 

Fallen logs break down over decades and
create amazing building blocks for topsoil.
Decaying logs have more life on them than a
living tree does, so removing them is stealing
habitat from your ecosystem, causing erosion
problems and reducing biodiversity.

We have plenty of rocks on our hill, so we put
them to good use too. Turning logs and rocks
on contour is the simplest way you can start
Passive Land Hydration at your place. As a
remediation technique this is the first place
to start. It’s a simple cost-effective way to
capture and store your Skywater, reduce
erosion and improve productivity on your
patch of earth.

Finding Contour
Over the years I have become a human laser
level, reading landscapes with reasonable
accuracy. But it wasn’t always that way. I
have used a few different types of tools to
get there and plenty of saddle time. I first
started with a trusty screed level. Simply
accurate but only over short distances.

For larger distances I tried water levels. Two
stakes with a clear hose in between. Good for
medium garden areas limited only by the
length of hose. Difficult to use over multiple
days as the water evaporates and requires
recalibrating. And don’t let them fall over.

A traditional method is to use an A frame
with a plumb bob. The frame can be
walked across a landscape with ease. It
takes a bit to get the hang of the swinging
weight but can be constructed from found
objects. 

In the 21st century laser levels are readily
available, they are cheap, very accurate
and can be used over large distances.
They are my preference.

Slow it, spread it, soak it
My mission with water is to slow the flow,
starting at the top of the system. By the
time a powerful rushing flow gets to the
bottom of the system there is no way to
stop it. Anything in the way at the bottom
of the system will get washed away, just
like happened on the Cooma Road project
over the holidays. And many roads in the
region before.

If we have the foresight to slow the flow,
we will need to spread it on contour so that
the land is hydrated evenly. If only a small
amount falls, it will be shared across the
landscape.

Spreading water on contour reduces the
power of the flow, as there is no fall. The
overflow can occur in a space that is
advantageous. Perhaps through reeds,
grasses or hedgerows. This watershed will
flow across the land and get caught
downhill, to slow it and spread it again. 

Continuing this technique all the way
downhill will accommodate small events,
holding the water on your property a short
while longer. The result is less erosion,
more topsoil, and the plants nearby will
benefit greatly from the nutrient and water
load and your damp timber is less likely to
burn in a fire. 

This Basic Passive Hydration System is the
simplest and easiest way to get started.
The systems can become far more
complex and hold much more water as we
move toward the ultimate example. Each
system will work for you, in the backyard or
the paddock, even if you are not at home. 

Next week:
The evolution of this Basic Passive
Hydration System is to bring on the
machines, but to disturb the soil in the
smallest way possible.

Every day is a school day.
Stay awesome, 

The Gordon Gnohm
hello@thegordongnohm.com.au

https://braidwoodbugle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/184-20231115-Braidwood-Bugle-min.pdf
https://braidwoodbugle.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/177-20230927-Braidwood-Bugle-min.pdf


Braidwood Bugle     News for Braidwood & the district

Page  22     7th February 2024 

New telco safeguards
to protect Australians
doing it tough
The Albanese Government has directed the
Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA) to make it mandatory for
telcos to provide financial hardship assistance
to all customers experiencing difficulties paying
their bills, including prioritising keeping
customers connected.
 The new Industry Standard on Financial
Hardship will help protect telco consumers
struggling to pay their phone and internet bills,
and also ensure staff are appropriately trained
and systems are in place to proactively identify
consumers who may be experiencing financial
hardship.
 The new rules will ensure telcos do all they can
to avoid disconnecting Australians struggling
with cost-of-living pressures, given how
essential telecommunications are in everyday
life. These safeguards will cover mobile services
as well as internet and voice services used by
individuals and small business.
 The Standard replaces the rules on financial
hardship that are currently in the
Telecommunications Consumer Protections
(TCP) Code, and provide the ACMA with
greater flexibility and oversight to ensure that
telcos are assisting their customers struggling
with their bills.
 The Government announced it would direct
the ACMA to make the mandatory industry
standard in July last year.
 The new rules will come into effect on 29
March 2024.
 The Government acknowledges the
constructive engagement of industry through
this process. The consultation sought
stakeholder views on the adequacy of the draft,
various implementation considerations and
transitional arrangements for the Standard’s
replacement of the current financial hardship
rules within the TCP Code.

Fels’ review confirms corporate
practices as key drivers of inflation
The Australia Institute | Centre for Future Work
The Australia Institute welcomes the report of the Inquiry Into Price Gouging
and Unfair Pricing Practices, chaired by Prof Allan Fels, and delivered today to
the Australian Council of Trade Unions.
Key points:

The Australia Institute and its Centre for Future Work, which were among
the first to identify the role of record-high corporate profits in driving the
acceleration of inflation after the COVID lockdowns, made a major
submission to the Fels inquiry and appeared before its public hearing in
Melbourne in September 2023
A 2023 Centre for Future Work report showed that over two-thirds of
excess economy-wide inflation (above the RBA’s 2.5% target) from end-
2019 through the September quarter of 2022 was attributable to higher
unit corporate profits.
Australia Institute reports documented that the rise in profits was strongest
in industries with concentrated or strategic power in the broader
economy: including mining and energy, manufacturing, construction and
wholesale trade.

“Prof Fels’ careful review confirms that price-setting strategies by corporations,
including many obviously unfair and exploitative practices, have contributed
significantly to the cost-of-living crisis afflicting Australian households,” said
Greg Jericho, Chief Economist for the Australia Institute.
“Since the current inflationary cycle began after COVID lockdowns, there has
been too much attention on wages, labour costs, and consumer spending as
the supposed drivers of higher prices. The RBA and other policy-makers have
been too slow to acknowledge the role of profit and greed in pushing up
prices.
“This inquiry marshals abundant evidence from official statistical agencies,
international economic organisations, think tanks and academic research to
show that corporations have taken advantage of the pandemic and its
aftermath to exploit consumers and drive up inflation.
“Prof Fels’ report contributes to a more accurate understanding of what is
causing the cost-of-living crisis, and a more balanced and fair strategy for
solving it.
“Australian corporate profits have moderated in the last year, as supply chains
were repaired and energy prices retreated. This has been crucial to the partial
slowdown in inflation experienced in the same time.
“But further reductions in prices for many essential goods and services are
required to fully repair living standards, and Prof Fels’ recommendations for
more exposure of excess prices and stronger competition measures to reduce
them would help a lot.”

https://aph.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=24e3428e38070f0f3cc94069c&id=ba8ab68611&e=0e264f85c8
https://futurework.org.au/report/profit-price-inflation-theory-international-evidence-and-policy-implications/
https://futurework.org.au/report/profit-price-spiral-the-truth-behind-australias-inflation/
https://futurework.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/04/Profits-and-Prices-Mining-and-NonMining.pdf
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Supermarket prices
impacting public health
The NFF Horticulture Council has
echoed concerns raised by the
Australian Greens with the results of
their recent consumer survey
revealing more than half (56%) of all
Australians are buying less fruits and
vegetables as a result of higher
prices.
Council Chair Jolyon Burnett said the
survey results point towards the wider
impacts of higher prices for fresh
food, including on public health.
“As a nation we already struggle to
meet our daily recommended intake
of at least two serves of fresh fruits,
five serves of vegetables and 30
grams of nuts,” said My Burnett. 
“Latest numbers from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics show just over 6%
are consuming enough vegetables
and almost twice the proportion of
adults reported that they do not
usually eat fruit daily in 2022 when
compared to over a decade ago.
“Consumer perceptions of high
prices are unfortunately feeding into
this issue with direct consequences
for the wellbeing of individuals and
the future of our health system.
“Studies show our unhealthy diets,
against other causes, account for the
greatest number of preventable
deaths each year in Australia at
27,500, greater than tobacco by
more than 10,000 deaths annually.
“Without an intervention, the burden
of lifestyle disease on our health
system is only going to grow.
“When it comes to considering how it
might make domestic markets for
fresh fruits, vegetables and nuts work
better, there are other factors the
government might consider in
addition to ensuring they are more
efficient, transparent and fair. 
“For now, we are calling on the
Federal Government to make a
significant investment in a public
health campaign targeted at arresting
and turning around the downward
trends in fresh fruit, vegetable and
nut consumption in this country. 
“Given the downstream returns for
the health system, we can hardly
think of a better investment.”

Community outrage as
renewable plans fall short
Energy developers need to work better with
landholders and community members with a
report finding major opposition to
renewables.
 Far from isolated cases of ‘NIMBYism’, the
final report from the Australian Energy
Infrastructure Commissioner’s Community
Engagement Review found 92 per cent of
landholders and community members were
unhappy with consultation on renewable
energy projects planned for rural and
regional NSW.
Commissioned by Energy Minister Chris
Bowen, the report also found a national
transition to renewable energy would not
succeed without effective community
participation in infrastructure developments. 
 NSW Farmers Energy Transition Working
Group chair Reg Kidd said farmers had not
been fairly consulted by energy developers
and bore the brunt of the nation’s switch to
more renewable sources of power.
 “This tells us what we’ve known for a long
time, there is a shocking lack of consultation
we’ve seen in farming regions to date around
these renewable projects,” Mr Kidd said. 
 “The sheer number of recommendations
demonstrates the extent of this failure to
properly engage rural Australia in decisions
that will directly affect their livelihoods and
ability to produce enough food to sustain our
growing population.”
 While Mr Kidd welcomed the report’s efforts
to suggest ways forward in improving
community consultation on renewable
energy projects, he warned serious action
must be taken to prevent further damage to
rural communities. 
 “We need to see real action taken by the
government to properly plan how we can
achieve this transition to renewable energy,
without destroying food producing land or
paving over our iconic landscapes,” Mr Kidd
said.
 “Farmers are on the front line of a fight to
protect not only our most productive
farmland, but our rural communities, from the
effects of this poor planning for our state’s
energy supply – and we’re seeing little
concrete action from governments to stop
the damage.
 “Tangible actions such as implementing a
mandatory code of conduct for transmission
and large-scale renewable projects, and
creating an integrated development plan for
renewable energy, are what we really need to
see progress on before it’s too late.”

AI sparks concerns among journalists
despite low usage, survey finds
Seventy-nine percent of Australian journalists
were concerned about the impact that
generative AI could have on the overall integrity
or quality of journalism in 2023, Medianet’s
latest Media Landscape Report finds. 
Based on a survey of more than 800 Australian
journalists, the report revealed that while most
journalists (74%) had not yet personally used
generative AI in their work and 19% were not
aware of how AI is being used in their
newsrooms, 67% of respondents believed that
generative AI could potentially replace aspects
of their jobs. Further, twelve percent of
respondents claimed to know someone who
has lost work or lost work themselves due to the
uptake of generative AI in 2023. 
Medianet Managing Director, Amrita Sidhu, said
that the heightened fear from journalists could
stem from the lack of awareness about how AI is
being used in newsrooms and its potential
impact on journalistic integrity.  
"The introduction of generative AI has sparked
concerns among journalists, but it's essential to
bridge the gap between concerns and real-
world impact," Sidhu said. 
The report also shows findings on journalists'
average salaries, once again highlighting
gender pay gaps in the media industry. 
From the findings, journalists have not been
immune to cost-of-living challenges. ‘Money’
was identified as the greatest challenge of 43%
of respondents in 2023, while 67% felt they
were underpaid. Conversely, female journalists
earning over $100,000 increased by 7% from
the previous year.
In a year where the platform formerly known as
Twitter received significant publicity following
the company’s acquisition by Elon Musk and
subsequent rebrand to X, there was a
significant drop in professional Twitter/X usage
in 2023.
The platform dropped from being the second
most used social media platform for journalists
in 2022 to being the fourth most-used platform,
after Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Fifty-
eight percent of respondents said they used
Twitter/X in 2023 down from 69% in 2022. Ten
percent identified having either recently
deleted their account or stopped using it in
2023. A quarter of respondents (26%) said they
still had an account but rarely used Twitter/X for
professional purposes in 2023. 
Journalists disclosed their main motivations to
report on stories, with 80% stating their primary
motivation is to inform the public accurately
and fairly.
Read the full report here. 

https://engage.medianet.com.au/2024-media-landscape-report
https://engage.medianet.com.au/2024-media-landscape-report
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SHOW
SCHEDULES 
NOW
AVAILABLE
ONLINE
Download your
copy from:
https://www.braidw
oodshow.com.au/_fil
es/ugd/81a465_f638
7cba87b64c479cda
05265db00311.pdf

The 2024 horse
schedule is now
available. 
Download here: 
https://www.braidw
oodshow.com.au/_fil
es/ugd/81a465_f638
7cba87b64c479cda
05265db00311.pdf

https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf
https://www.braidwoodshow.com.au/_files/ugd/81a465_f6387cba87b64c479cda05265db00311.pdf


Terry Roach the President of the Braidwood
RSL Subbranch extends an invitation to
any current serving members, or ex
members of the Australian Defence Force
(ADF), including Army Reserves, War widows,
and/or their families.   The full range of
Wellbeing and Compensation advocacy
services are available at no cost.  If you wish
to find out if you qualify for assistance,
contact the secretary Peter Van Rijswijk on
0419431517 
or braidwoodsb@rslnsw.org.au

ANGLICAN PARISH OF BRAIDWOOD
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 25th February 2024  11:45 a.m.
In St Andrews Church  
All Parishioners are welcome to attend
NOTE:  Reports please by 14th Feb. Copies available on 18th
Feb 2024  Nominations and Notices of Motion (in writing) by
5pm 22rd Feb 2024. Nomination forms will be available in St
Andrews foyer after 4th Feb 2024 
or phone Mervyn 0418 663 648

Braidwood Farmers Market  17 Feb
Ryrie Park Markets   every 4th Saturday  
9am to 2pm
Garage Sales  Braidwood Uniting
Church   Wed's 9-3
Bungendore: The Southern Harvest
Farmers Market - 9am (9.30am start
time for the winter months) to 12noon
Saturdays  
Captains Flat regional Market  10 - 2pm 
every 2nd Sat 
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The Braidwood Waste Transfer Station hours
 10am-4:30pm Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Braidwood Races Saturday  10th February
Braidwood Show 2024 Saturday 2nd March 
Enlighten Festival Canberra 1 to 11 March l
Braidwood Campdraft 15 - 17 March 
The Machine Show  5-6 April
2024 Heritage Festival  
18 April to 19 May. Queanbeyan-Palerang will
participate with a program of activities being
developed. Council will be holding our annual
Heritage Awards.

Braidwood Show Society Inc. asks? 
We need volunteers! Can you help on any of the days
between Wednesday 28th February and Sunday 3rd
March? Rolls include set up, pack up, accepting entries, or
stewarding for any of the events you are interested in on
the Friday and/or Saturday, and more! If so, give Di a call on
4847 5095.  
Campdrafting more your style? Get in contact by emailing
braidwoodentries@gmail.com to assist with the first
Braidwood Show Campdraft 16-17th March 2024

Braidwood Men’s Shed 
Braidwood Men’s Shed Meet every Tuesday and Friday from
9:30 AM till Lunchtime. New members are always welcome. 
Drop in for a chat and/or Morning Tea.  Do you need something
done but don't have the right tools? Why not pop in to the Mens
Shed just off Cowper Street next to the SES and have a chat to
"Shep" and the lads. You will be warmly welcomed.

Braidwood Old Sunday School Hall Assoc Inc 
Notice of AGM 
Saturday 24th February 2024  at  10.30am
Sunday School Hall  
All welcome - Memberships will be due.
Following the AGM, everyone is invited to stay around
for a general chat about the Hall and its operations.

mailto:braidwoodsb@rslnsw.org.au
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Delivering Australians more
choice of cars to save on fuel
The Federal Government is delivering more cars that are
cheaper to run, giving motorists choice by introducing a
New Vehicle Efficiency Standard for Australia.
The United States has had a similar policy in place for fifty
years. But because of a decade of delay and denial,
Australia still stands alongside Russia as one of the only
advanced economies without the Standard. This is costing
families and businesses thousands of dollars at the petrol
pump.
The Albanese Government’s New Vehicle Efficiency
Standard will push car makers to give Australian motorists
more choices of new cars, utes and vans that use less fuel
and that have until now only been available to buyers in
overseas markets.
The preferred model for the New Vehicle Efficiency
Standard, made available today on cleanercars.gov.au, has
been under development since the Government committed
to the Standard last year - to ensure it strikes the right
balance in giving Australians more choice while using less
petrol.
If Australia catches up with the Standard in the U.S. by
around 2028, Australians stand to save about $1000 per
vehicle per year.
The Standard will only apply to new passenger and light
commercial vehicles, not used or existing vehicles. They
work by providing car companies with targets for average
emissions per kilometre from new vehicles sold.
The New Vehicle Efficiency Standard will deliver more
vehicles to Australia with the latest engine and design
technologies to ensure lower fuel bills, meaning bigger
savings at the petrol pump.
The Albanese Government will consult on the preferred
model for a month and introduce the legislation as soon as
possible, with the new cost saving rules to come into effect
by 1 January 2025.
Minister for Climate Change and Energy, Chris Bowen said
“Because of a lack of action on an Efficiency Standard,
Australian families are paying around $1000 a year more
than they need to be for their annual fuel bill – the Albanese
Government is delivering long-term cost-of-living relief to
fix that for new vehicles and put money back in people’s
pockets.”
“We’re giving Australians more choice to spend less on
petrol, by catching up with the U.S– this will save Australian
motorists $100bn in fuel costs to 2050.”
“This is about ensuring Australian families and businesses
can choose the latest and most efficient cars and utes,
whether they’re petrol and diesel engines, or hybrid, or
electric.”
The Impact Analysis and ways to have your say are available
at www.cleanercars.gov.au.

Auto industry scores government’s
Fuel Efficiency Standard 7 out of 10
The Motor Trades Association of Australia (MTAA) – the
largest representative of the automotive sector in
Australia – welcomes the Federal Government’s release
of its Fuel Efficiency Standard impact assessment.
“The government has had to balance two extremes –
the car companies and the single focused EV lobby. I
cannot underestimate the difficulty in developing this
standard. It has taken three governments and 12 years
to reach this point. Nobody disagrees Australia needs to
join the rest of the developed world with a standard to
ensure we get our fair share of new technology and
choice of electric vehicles,” said MTAA CEO Matt
Hobbs.
 “The whole industry knows putting in place a fuel
efficiency standard is the right way to go. The argument
is just about the fine details. We score the government
a seven out of 10, so far. Some adjustments are needed
in the early years, especially in the treatment of utes. I
am confident we can work with the government to
ensure they get a perfect mark.”
MTAA’s members are the largest providers of talent to
the automotive industry. It’s vital, as the government
implements a fuel efficiency standard, that it partners
with industry to get the workforce in place to support
the EV transition. 
“As stakeholders resolve EV supply and range issues in
Australia, the next challenge is to implement the
required workforce. EVs are cutting-edge technology
and as such need a highly trained Australian workforce.
A good first step is to make more apprentices eligible
for the New Energy Apprentices Program,” said Mr
Hobbs 
MTAA is concerned not all car companies will make the
transition. The huge technology shift brings
opportunities but also risks for Australian small
businesses and automotive workers who can lose their
investment and livelihoods at the whim of international
car companies in offshore headquarters.
Australian automotive workers and small businesses
need the Albanese government to have their back in
this period of change with an Automotive Industry Code
of Conduct to protect workers who are at the mercy of
multinational companies.
“The future of the global auto industry is the industrial
version of the Hunger Games – played in boardrooms
far from Australia. It is imperative the government
develops an Automotive Industry Code to give
Australian workers and businesses a fair go,” said Mr
Hobbs.
MTAA will shortly provide a detailed submission to the
Federal Government on the impact of its preferred
option.  

http://www.cleanercars.gov.au/
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Braidwood

Golf  Club

News

RESULTS-Saturday February 3- Men’s & Women’s
Stroke & Monthly Medals
Men’s Results
Winner: Andrew Clark 66 nett
Runner Up:  Billy Lang 67 nett  
Men’s NTP 8/17: Andrew Clark          
Jackpot(1m) $20: Not Won   
Ball Comp:  Leigh Curtis 68, Chris Witt 70, Roger
Hovey 71, John Harb 71, Ted Emmett 74, Terry Hughes
75.
Handicap Changes: Andrew Clark down 1 to 22, Roger
Hovey down 1 to 26, Billy Lang down 1 to 12, Michael
Tillman Ryan out 1 to 36
Birdies: 4
Women’s Results
Winner: Virginia Groot Obbink 71 nett
Runner Up: Robin Tennant Wood 76 nett
Putting: Barb Stuart 27.
Handicap Changes: Virginia Groot Obbink down 1 to
26, Fran McGrath out 1 to 33,                                Robin
Tennant Wood out 1 to 36
Birdies: 2   Pars: 3

     Coming Events
February 10 Saturday: Men’s Single Stableford,
Braidwood Chemist Trophy                                      

        Women’s Single Stableford, Braidwood Butcher Trophy
February 17 Saturday:   Committee Meeting 10.30am

       Men’s Single Stableford,  Michael Tillman-Ryan Trophy
       Women’s Single Stableford,  Amanda Hall Trophy &  
        The Isobel Mutton Trophy 1st Round.

February 22 Thursday: Men’s Pennants at Braidwood
February 24 Saturday: Medley 2BBB Stableford – Ted
Emmett Trophy
March 2 Saturday:  Men’s & Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medal
March 9 Saturday:  Canberra Day Weekend

       Men’s Single Stableford – Jim Lindwall Trophy
       Women’s 2BBB Stableford – Durran Durra Truffles Trophy

March 16 Saturday:   Committee Meeting 10.30am
      Men’s Single Stableford – Nutrien Ag Trophy
      Women’s Single Stableford – Isobel Mutton Trophy 2nd
Round

March 23 Saturday:  Medley Irish Stableford - P.B.L.
(Bruce) Hovey Trophy
March 30 Saturday:  Easter Weekend 3-4 Person
Ambrose  -Mona Cup
April 6 Saturday: Men’s & Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medal

        Daylight Saving Ends
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Spinal Column Pose - Merudandasana 
A pose to improve the sense of balance. It helps to
elongates the spine, stimulating the abdominal organs
and develops concentration and focus, which in turn
calms and balances the mind. 

To practice - Sit on the buttock with the knees bent and
soles of the feet on the floor. Find a point in front of the
body to fix the gaze. Take the arms inside the knees and
grasp hold of the big toes, if not available the lower legs.
Keep the spine straight and lean the body weight
backwards slightly. Raise the feet off the floor and balance
on the buttocks. Gradually straighten the legs and arms
upwards. Separate the legs out to the sides and gaze
softly at the steady point. Hold for as long as comfortable.
To release, bring the legs together at the centre, bend the
knees and lower the feet to the floor.

Barefoot Bowls kicks off 
Braidwood Bowling Club
Rd 1 of Barefoot 2024 was enjoyed by 96 players this
evening. We were treated to an absolute cracker of
an afternoon. 2 full greens of families and friends
enjoying a nice game of bowls. Team NUTRIEN AG,
took out best performed team by a singular shot from
THE GRASS CUTTERS. Team 3 OF CLUBS picked up
the lucky team draw, with both teams collecting $150.
See the full table in pictures. The raffles were won by
Michelle Griggs, Peter Nicholson, Jeff Horn and Toby
Moller. A big thanks to those who donated gifts and
vouchers (more details in weeks to come), and to
Kerri Backhouse for organising the prizes. How good
are the greens rolling?? WOW! Huge thanks to green
keeper Dylan and his dedicated team of volunteers,
producing a quality surface for us all to enjoy. Thanks
to bowls club President Damian Campbell Davys for
preparing everyone’s dinner and to Jeanette and
Kerri for buttering all the rolls. Big thanks also to Ross
McKerchar, Martin Gilby, Sanders Watson, Greame
Spencer and Nigel McGrath for their help in making
the night run smoothly. The great pictures are
courtesy of Kathy Toirkens, and we can’t thank her
enough for capturing the happiness and great times
had. Thanks must go to our two event sponsors,
Braidwood Servicemens Club and Community Bank
Braidwood and Crookwell Agency, for without their
help, I’m sure the event wouldn’t be the success it is.
The biggest thanks though, goes to our awesome
community for coming along and getting behind the
best community event on the calendar, where all
facets of our diverse community enjoy themselves
and have a great time together. Check out the draw
for next week with some cracking line ups and
bragging rights on the line.

https://www.facebook.com/Braidwoodbowlers?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXKhKVKVMVO5J3WpJGVloAp54fDr6c-zJtybKtPlRVT-Uig6QiO5cxwPY3pnJ-Cph38NflZuji4NFu2gTsdXeEEYTW9sWiRcPkPdLzfKll7sxbxa5r_6y9KNYxjaBth0y6TPMRgUpY0d8OnaXRSx_mBk96plyE5vdNrVlFZjG0FNuReqheq44W2u8Gbml4s40w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/BraidwoodServicesClub?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXKhKVKVMVO5J3WpJGVloAp54fDr6c-zJtybKtPlRVT-Uig6QiO5cxwPY3pnJ-Cph38NflZuji4NFu2gTsdXeEEYTW9sWiRcPkPdLzfKll7sxbxa5r_6y9KNYxjaBth0y6TPMRgUpY0d8OnaXRSx_mBk96plyE5vdNrVlFZjG0FNuReqheq44W2u8Gbml4s40w&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/communitybankbraidwood?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXKhKVKVMVO5J3WpJGVloAp54fDr6c-zJtybKtPlRVT-Uig6QiO5cxwPY3pnJ-Cph38NflZuji4NFu2gTsdXeEEYTW9sWiRcPkPdLzfKll7sxbxa5r_6y9KNYxjaBth0y6TPMRgUpY0d8OnaXRSx_mBk96plyE5vdNrVlFZjG0FNuReqheq44W2u8Gbml4s40w&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/communitybankbraidwood?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXKhKVKVMVO5J3WpJGVloAp54fDr6c-zJtybKtPlRVT-Uig6QiO5cxwPY3pnJ-Cph38NflZuji4NFu2gTsdXeEEYTW9sWiRcPkPdLzfKll7sxbxa5r_6y9KNYxjaBth0y6TPMRgUpY0d8OnaXRSx_mBk96plyE5vdNrVlFZjG0FNuReqheq44W2u8Gbml4s40w&__tn__=-%5dK-R


Or local trainers, the Clarke brothers head down the hill to
the Sapphire Coast on Saturday. Luke saddled Devgru for
Billy Owen in Race 1, Bega Freight Centre Plate over 1600
metres but did not score any money coming back in the
field. 
Aaron then saddled Kenseye Charmer for Richard Bensley
and scored a third in Race 3 - Zim's Tiling Handicap over
1200 metres..

The exciting news for the week was Infatuation taking out
Race 8 the Vale Bill Camer Handicap over 1350 metres with
Zac Lloyd on board for the first time. Lloyd jumped her out
quickly, created speed and led all the way. Her trainer Bjorn
Baker promised her little daughter that he would give her
$50 if he got a winner on the day. He was very pleased to
hand it over. To be honest Tommy Berry aboard Sailcoats
were absolutely flying at her, thank heavens the post came
when it did. They are now looking towards a bigger race at
Flemington. Let us hope she can handle coming the
opposite way. She will be entered for a Group 3, the Vanity
for 3 year old fillies under set weights and penalty
conditions. This race is on Saturday, 17th February.

Damien Oliver will make a brief return to race riding when he
contests the International Jockeys Challenge in Saudi
Arabia. He has been riding track work to keep fit. The 129
time Group One winner is to ride in at least for races at
Riyadh, two on dirt and two on turf. He hopes to pick up
more rides during the February 23 - 24 Carnival.
James McDonald didn't have a good day having to stand
down after the Godolphin filly Celenty unloaded him and
then performed badly in the Barrier and jammed his injured
foot again. Celerity was eventually scratched. 
JMac headed to Hong Kong on Sunday to ride
Howdeepisyourlove for trainer John Size in the Hong Kong
Classic Mile at Shan Tin. He rode in Hong Kong last month
where he won on Voyage Bubble in the Group1 Stewards
Cup. However, there was no joy in this race, finishing well
back in the field.
Art Cadeau who was retired last month by trainer Terry
Robinson has kicked off his career as a how Horse. He won a
first for Off The Track Gelding and Reserve Champion at the
Berry Show.
A Victorian jockey, Liam Riordan, will spend a month on the
sideline after pleading guilty to causing another rider to fall
at Camperdown meeting last month. Madison Lloyd fell from
her mount Divine Turf on January 20th. He will return to the
saddle on March 7th.
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Vale Bill Camer - the former jockey passed away at the age of
92 last Saturday. He was born in Italy and started working as a
newspaper delivery boy in Ayr, which is about an hour south
of Townsville in Queensland. He was 14 and very small and
rode a pony delivering the papers. A trainer's son saw him and
asked if he would consider becoming a jockey. He and his
parents moved to Townsville and eventually ended up in
Randwick with trainer Pat Murray. He became one of
Australia's best lightweight jockeys and was the oldest living
Cox Plate jockey at the time of his passing, having taken out
the Plate in 1954 on Kingster. Due to his lightweight he had a
special saddle made for the Doncaster Handicap and
Stradbroke winner Karendi which was carrying big weights.
The saddle was made so the lead was built into it and you
didn't have a lead bag rolling over the horse.

In the meantime, Punter's other share horse, Chicago King, is
preparing for a jumpout in a few weeks. The other one, Happy
Casino, is about to have his next couple of gallops and then
step up his work to 14 seconds ato the furlong. Sure takes
these two a long time to reach the track.

Braidwood will come alive at the weekend when the Annual
Races will be held. All roads lead to Braidwood Course on
Saturday, 10th February.
Until next time.
Happy Punting.

Braidwood Indoor Fitness and Training Centre
Update 
Denver Shoemark reports: 
Due to the complexity of the build we have had to make some
changes to the construction method which meant we had to go
back to have some engineering done. Good news is that has been
sorted now which gave us some more flexibility in the final finish of
the building which will keep it in keeping with the original concept
drawings.
We are confident that we should be ready to start the build in
March all going well and hopefully leading up to that will be able to
post more frequently as things start to ramp up. 
We have been as frustrated as everyone waiting to get to this point
as you would appreciate but are excited to be getting to this point
of being finally able to start.
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